
  
 
PHOTOGRAPHING WINTER LANDSCAPES 
 
MARCH 9-11, 2018 
 
COURSE LEVEL: III       COURSE #: S1001 
FEE: $300 PER ADULT AGES 16 AND OLDER 
INSTRUCTOR: ELI VEGA 
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LOCATION: Rocky Mountain Conservancy – Field Institute & Conference Center 
  1895 Fall River Road, Estes Park, Colorado 
 
TIME:   
Friday:   5:30 PM -    8:30 PM 
Saturday:   6:00 AM -    5:00 PM 
Sunday:    5:00 AM -    12:00 Noon 
       
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Photography should be fun, not just scientific! In this highly interactive, inspirational, and enjoyable course, 
you will learn both the technical and fun sides of photography, with an emphasis on fun. On the technical side, you will learn about 
depth of field techniques, focusing, exposure range challenges, and filtration. On the fun side, you will learn about composition, the 
beauty that is unique to winter scenes, creative in-camera techniques, creative use of lenses, and more. In-the-field photography will 
include Sprague Lake, Bear Lake, Nymph Lake, and, based on conditions, Dream Lake. This workshop is suitable for beginning, 
intermediate, and advanced photographers who want to explore the non-linear side of photography.  
 
COURSE LEVEL: III 
Moderate hikes of less than five miles per day with elevation gain of less than 1,000 ft. A Dream Lake hike is 
planned for this course. This hike is 2.2 miles round-trip, with 450 feet of elevation gain. 
 
BRIEF INSTRUCTOR BIOGRAPHY (additional information available at www.RMConservancy.org): Eli Vega is an award-winning, 
extensively published photo artist, with more than 20 years of experience in the field of photography. He is a sought-after presenter 
and art competition judge among Colorado’s Front Range advanced photographic societies. He is known for his mantras: “The best 
photography is found where technical know-how and creative aesthetics meet,” and “I don’t see with my eyes; I see with my 
imagination.”  In addition to freelance work, he is the author of the book, Right Brain Photography (Be an artist first). He also teaches 
photography courses and workshops for the City of Longmont, the Louisville Art Association, Arapahoe Community College, and at 
Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art in Bentonville, Arkansas. 
  
EXPECTATIONS: Professional conduct will be expected from participants at all times. Individual ideas will be respected. Except during 
course breaks, cellular phones, pagers, and personal entertainment devices are strictly prohibited in the classroom and during field 
sessions. 
 
CAR-POOLING:  Rocky Mountain Conservancy - Field Institute courses utilize car-pooling to limit vehicles traveling into the Park.  
Car-pooling makes it easier to keep the group together, reduces transit time, and allows courses greater access because fewer parking 
spaces are required at destinations.  In addition, it provides an opportunity for participants to discuss course material in small groups 
during transit.  Typically, a few participants from each course volunteer the use of their vehicles for car-pooling to course locations. 
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TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE: 
 
Friday 5:30 PM  Introduction to workshop and facilitator/participant introductions 
    Workshop overview and objectives 
    Introduction to Eli’s way of “seeing” 
     Presentation/PowerPoint 
     Round table Q/A 

8:30 PM Conclusion of Friday workshop session 
 

Saturday  6:00 AM  Meet at Beaver Meadows Visitor Center, car-pool to Bear Lake (or meet at Bear Lake at 6:30 AM). 
            6:30 AM  Start applying Eli’s perspective and approach around Nymph Lake and possibly Dream Lake.  

12:00 Noon Lunch in Bear Lake area 
12:30 PM Photography session around Bear Lake 
 2:30 PM Return to Field Institute for critique/feedback on photos and Round Robin sharing. 
 5:00 PM  Group dinner at Casa Grande or dinner on your own  

 
Sunday 5:00 AM  Meet at Beaver Meadows Visitor center (or at Sprague Lake at 5:30 AM). 

 6:00 AM Photography session around Sprague Lake 
11:00 AM Return to Field Institute for wrap-up, Q&A, and Round Robin. 
12:00 Noon End of class 

 
WHAT TO BRING: 

• Lunch (for Saturday in the field), snacks, energy bars, water  
• Camera equipment and peripherals: Digital SLR or film. Any format except point-and-shoot, phone, or tablet.  

Note: film camera photographers will not be able to process their film during the workshop. Bring an extra battery; battery 
charger; plenty of memory card capacity; tripods highly recommended; cable or remote; filters of choice. Graduated ND 
(neutral density) filter recommended, but not required.  

• Laptop or tablet for feedback session Saturday afternoon 
• Thumb/flash drive helpful to transfer images from camera 
• If you do not wish to receive feedback during the Feedback Session on images you take Saturday, please bring up to ten 

images previously created.  
• Clothes. Please dress warmly. It can get cold in Rocky Mountain National Park, and sometimes windy. Bring layers of warm 

clothing, sturdy footwear, wind- and snow-resistant shell clothing, a water bottle, snacks, sunscreen, a small flashlight or 
headlamp.  

• Here is an ideal list of the recommended clothing: 
Snow boots  
Long underwear  
Sweaters, one with hood 
Winter-specific heavy jacket 
Shell pants, shell jacket 
Expedition-grade down jacket 
Light gloves 
Heavy gloves 
Fleece hat or similar 
Sunglasses 
Face protection from cold 
 

FINDING THE FIELD INSTITUTE & CONFERENCE CENTER: The address is 1895 Fall River Road, Estes Park, 
CO. The road is also called Highway 34. You can use MapQuest (www.mapquest.com) to get a map showing the location. 
There is a sign, but it is not well-lit or easy to see. Here are two landmarks. If you're coming from Estes Park, the entrance is 
the next driveway on the right past the three driveways of the Amberwood Lodge complex. The Field Institute & Conference 
Center's driveway is directly across the highway from the Boulder Brook complex. 

 
REMEMBER TO BRING THE 10 ESSENTIALS: 
Rocky Mountain National Park recommends that hikers always carry the 10 essentials in their daypacks.  
▪ Raingear ▪ Map and compass ▪ Spare batteries for headlamp 
▪ Sunglasses and sunscreen ▪ First-aid kit ▪ Matches or other fire starter 
▪ Pocketknife ▪ Extra layers of clothing  
▪ Sack lunch, snacks, and water  ▪ Flashlight or headlamp 
 

file:///C:%5CUsers%5Crachel.balduzzi%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CDocuments%20and%20Settings%5Crachel.balduzzi.ROCKYMOUNTAINNA%5CDocuments%20and%20Settings%5Crachel.balduzzi.ROCKYMOUNTAINNA%5CLocal%20Settings%5CDocuments%20and%20Settings%5Crachel.balduzzi%5CLocal%20Settings%5CTemporary%20Internet%20Files%5CContent.Outlook%5CVCX4LUG4%5Cwww.mapquest.com
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Note: Rocky Mountain Conservancy - Field Institute recommends that participants for all courses dress in layers and wear 
comfortable, sturdy hiking boots/shoes. Participants should be prepared for sudden changes in temperature and weather 
conditions. 
 
REFUND POLICY: 
Cancellations received at least 14 days prior to the start of a class will qualify for a refund minus a cancellation fee of $25.00 
per participant for a one-day class, $50.00 for a multi-day class, $5 per kid’s class and $15 per half-day class or bus tour seat. 
Registration money transferred to another class will be subject to a $10 switch fee. Cancellations received less than 14 days 
prior to the start of a class or bus tour will not generate a refund. If the Field Institute cancels a class, every effort will be 
made to place the participant in another class; otherwise, a full refund will be given. 
 
TEACHER RECERTIFICATION CREDIT:  
Most courses are eligible for teacher recertification credit through the Centennial Board of Cooperative Education Services 
(BOCES). The fee is $25.00 per class (.5 unit) or $25.00 per series of threaded classes (1.0 - 3.0 units). A list of threaded 
classes can be found online at www.RMConservancy.org. Participants must enroll in all classes of a threaded series in order 
to qualify for the $25.00 multi-unit fee. Please be prepared to pay for this credit with a check, made payable to BOCES, on 
the first day of a class or on the final day of a threaded series of classes.  

http://www.rmconservancy.org/
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