
LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHY: 
CREATING AN ARTISTIC EYE  
 
AUGUST 2-4, 2018 
 
COURSE LEVEL: II                COURSE #: S1031 
 
FEE: $300 PER ADULT AGES 16 AND OLDER 
INSTRUCTOR:  ELI VEGA 
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LOCATION: Rocky Mountain Conservancy – Field Institute & Conference Center 
  1895 Fall River Road, Estes Park, Colorado 
TIME:  
  
Thursday:  5:30 PM – 9:00 PM 
Friday: 5:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
Saturday: 6:00 AM – 12:30 PM 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
This highly interactive workshop is based on Eli’s new book, Right Brain Photography (Be an Artist First). He 
takes a unique spin on photography by encouraging you to bring out your inner artist and “see with your 
imagination, not your eyes”. You will learn several in-camera techniques including composition, scanning and 
extracting, how to handle difficult light metering, the advantage of "un-labeling" in photography, photographing 
the grand vistas, and much more to capture the best of what Rocky Mountain National Park has to offer. This 
workshop is suitable for beginning, intermediate, and advanced photographers.  
 
COURSE LEVEL: II 
Short-distance walks throughout the day on primarily level terrain 
 
BRIEF INSTRUCTOR BIOGRAPHY (additional information available at www.RMConservancy.org): 
Eli is an award-winning photographer, author, and extensively published photo artist with more than twenty years 
of experience in the field of photography. He is a sought-after presenter and art competition judge for several 
camera clubs. He is known for his mantras: “The best photography is found where technical know-how and 
creative aesthetics meet,” and “I don’t see with my eyes; I see with my imagination.”  In addition to freelance 
work, he is also a photography instructor for Arapahoe Community College, the Ozark Natural Science Center in 
Arkansas, and other venues.  

INSTRUCTOR’S WEBSITE: www.elivega.net  
 
EXPECTATIONS:  Professional conduct will be expected from participants at all times.  Individual ideas will be 
respected.  Except during course breaks, cellular phones, pagers, and personal entertainment devices are strictly 
prohibited in the classroom and during field sessions. 
 
CAR-POOLING:  Rocky Mountain Conservancy – Field Institute courses utilize car-pooling to limit vehicles 
traveling into the park.  Car-pooling makes it easier to keep the group together, reduces transit time, and allows 
courses greater access because fewer parking spaces are required at destinations.  In addition, it provides an  
opportunity for participants to discuss course material in small groups during transit.  Typically, a few participants 
from each course volunteer the use of their vehicles for car-pooling to course locations. 
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TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE: 
 
Thursday   

 5:30 – 9:00 PM  
*Introduction to workshop and facilitator/participant introductions 
*Workshop overview and objectives 
*Introduction to Eli’s way of “seeing”  
--Presentation 
--Slide show 
--Round table Q&A 

Dinner on your own. 

Friday 

5:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

    

  
  

5:00 AM—Meet at the Beaver Meadows Visitors Center and carpool 
to Bear Lake 

6:00 AM—Meet at Bear Lake parking lot (maps will be provided); 
           take breakfast bars or equivalent with you. 
 
6:00 -11:00AM  
—Start applying Eli’s perspective and techniques around Nymph and Dream Lakes.  
 
Note: Eli has a unique in-the-field training style, modeled after his 
  fifteen years in the training and development profession.  

   11:00 AM-12:00 PM—Lunch in Bear Lake area 

 1:00 PM-3:00 PM—Continue applying Eli’s models at Bear Lake.  

3:30 PM-5:00 PM—Back at the Conference Center 
                   --Edit, fine-tune, and prepare images for critique      
                     and feedback. 
                   --Critique and feedback session or Round Robin discussion 
                                 
                      

Saturday  

  
6:00 - 10:00 AM  

 
Continue applying Eli’s models in and around Sprague Lake.   

 
10:30 AM-12:30 PM
  

 
Back at RMC Field Institute & Conference Center 
*Wrap-up, Q&A, Round Robin—What are your take-aways? 
*Stop-Start-Continue  Activity 
*Workshop evaluation 
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WHAT TO BRING:  
• Sack meals, snacks, energy bars, WATER 
• Gloves for cold morning weather 
• Sunblock and hat/cap 
• Winter weather clothing for early morning shooting (It gets cold in RMNP!)  
• Good, comfortable hiking shoes/boots 
• 5-7 digital images on flash drive/mobile device  
• Camera equipment and accessories: 

--Lenses, filters, lens hoods, memory, tripod, battery chargers 
-- Diffusers and reflectors, for close-ups and abstracts    
--Camera bag/backpack 
--Raingear in case of inclement weather 
--Small notebook and pen for note-taking 

• Optional:  
--12”-20” black material to use as backdrops, to create “in-the-studio”-looking images 
--Camera with the capacity to do multiple exposures (vs. image overlays) 
 

During this workshop, in beautiful and historic Rocky Mountain National Park, the opportunities to create fine art 
images will be endless. You will be tempted by lakes, creeks, reflections, mountains (some between 12,000’ and 
14,000’), brooks, cascades, flowers, and fauna. When you apply Eli’s techniques, your eyes may see a lake, but 
your images will leave people wondering. Although the focus will be on creating fine art photography, there will 
be time to see and photograph elk, deer, pika, marmot, and maybe even an occasional black bear. Lenses ranging 
from 17mm to 300mm will provide the best fine art images. However, please bring all your lenses with you. If 
you don’t have a true macro lens, lenses with a 1:3 ratio can also give you that “fine art” look. 35mm formats are 
recommended for light travel, hiking, and quick-reaction capture. It is also recommended to bring your 
camera/lens manuals, unless your knowledge of your equipment is now second nature to you.  
 
REMEMBER TO BRING THE 10 ESSENTIALS: 
Rocky Mountain National Park recommends that hikers always carry the 10 essentials in their daypacks.  
▪ Raingear ▪ Map and compass ▪ Flashlight or headlamp 
▪ Sunglasses and sunscreen ▪ Candles ▪ Matches or other fire starter 
▪ Pocketknife ▪ First-aid kit ▪ Extra layers of clothing  
▪ Sack lunch, snacks, water     
 
Note:  Rocky Mountain Conservancy – Field Institute recommends that participants for all courses dress in layers 
and wear comfortable, sturdy hiking boots/shoes.  Participants should be prepared for sudden changes in 
temperature and weather conditions.  
 
REFUND POLICY:  
Cancellations received at least 14 days prior to the start of a class will qualify for a refund minus a cancellation 
fee of $25.00 per participant for a one-day class, $50.00 for a multi-day class, $5 per kid’s class and $15 per half-
day class or bus tour seat. Registration money transferred to another class will be subject to a $10 switch fee. 
Cancellations received less than 14 days prior to the start of a class or bus tour will not generate a refund. If the 
Field Institute cancels a class, every effort will be made to place the participant in another class; otherwise, a full 
refund will be given. 
 
TEACHER  RECERTIFICATION CREDIT:   
Most courses are eligible for teacher recertification credit through the Centennial Board of Cooperative Education 
Services (BOCES).  The fee is $25.00 per class (.5 unit) or $25.00 per series of threaded courses (1.0 - 3.0 units).  
A list of threaded courses can be found online at www.RMConservancy.org.  Participants must enroll in all 
courses of a threaded series in order to qualify for the $25.00 multi-unit fee. Please be prepared to pay for this 
credit with a check, made payable to BOCES, on the first day of a class or on the final day of a threaded series of 
courses.    


