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LOCATION: Rocky Mountain Conservancy – Field Institute & Conference Center 
  1895 Fall River Road, Estes Park, Colorado   
  
TIME:  2:00PM – 10:00PM 
   
COURSE DESCRIPTION: With 14 species, Colorado ranks among the top states for owl diversity.  Five owl 
species live in Rocky Mountain National Park, and another five species either regularly or erratically wander into 
Rocky.  With the objective of helping participants acquire the knowledge and skills to find owls deliberately, 
this class will cover material such as explaining what attributes make a bird an owl, how to listen and look for 
owls, resolving differences between cultural folklore and biological reality regarding owls, and exploring 
different plant communities that support each owl species.  The class will conclude with time afield at twilight 
and into nighttime to find an owl or two. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
1 Participants will learn the defining anatomical attributes that make an animal a bird as context for 

learning the morphological distinctions that make a bird an owl. 
2 Participants will learn diversity and speciation among owls as it is discernible by their symbiotic 

associations with specific plant communities and ecosystems. 
3 Participants will learn specific field techniques for finding owls deliberately rather than by serendipity. 
 
COURSE LEVEL:  II 
Short-distance walks throughout the day on primarily level terrain 
 
BRIEF INSTRUCTOR BIOGRAPHY (additional information available at www.RMConservancy.org): Since 
1974, Kevin has explored Colorado to experience its wild life firsthand.  Realizing that no species lives alone, he 
studies all major life groups – bacteria, protists, plants, fungi, and animals – with a special enthusiasm devoted to 
their intricate and myriad connectedness.  To understand these connections, he takes his passion from the 
textbooks and journals into the field to find the creatures for real.  He writes natural history columns for 
newspapers and magazines, edits technical articles for scientific publications, leads wild life observation tours, 
teaches various wild life classes, and presents monthly wild life lectures at several Colorado venues. 
 
EXPECTATIONS:  Professional conduct will be expected from participants at all times.  Individual ideas will be 
respected.  Except during course breaks, cellular phones, pagers, and personal entertainment devices are strictly 
prohibited in the classroom and during field sessions. 
 
CAR-POOLING:  Rocky Mountain Conservancy - Field Institute courses utilize car-pooling to limit vehicles 
traveling into the park.  Car-pooling makes it easier to keep the group together, reduces transit time, and allows 
courses greater access because fewer parking spaces are required at destinations.  In addition, it provides an 
opportunity for participants to discuss course material in small groups during transit.  Typically, a few 
participants from each course volunteer the use of their vehicles for car-pooling to course locations. 
 
TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE: 
2:00-2:15 PM Welcome and introduction to Rocky Mountain Conservancy – Field Institute; meet participants; 

cover class objectives, expected outcomes, and procedures for the class. 
2:15-3:00 PM Classroom instruction on attributes that make a bird an owl plus overview of species diversity 
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among the owls. 
3:00-3:15 PM Break 
3:15-4:00 PM Classroom instruction on where owls live by considering ecosystem diversity. 
4:00-4:30 PM Specific instruction on how to find owls with demonstrations of species-specific techniques. 
4:30-4:15 PM Break 
4:15-5:00 PM Outdoor instruction at Field Institute to explain owl possibilities in the on-site ecosystem of 

Ponderosa Pine forest-savannah complex. 
5:00-5:30 PM Dinner break 
5:30-7:30 PM Drive into Rocky Mountain National Park with stop-and-discuss format to show which owl 

species live where. 
7:30-9:30 PM Explore various prescouted sites to check specifically for Flammulated Owl, Great Horned Owl, 

Northern Pygmy-Owl, Boreal Owl, and Northern Saw-whet Owl. 
9:30-10:00 PM Return to Field Institute for questions, review, and summary. 
 
SCHEDULE NOTE: 
Weather conditions will dictate the actual timing of course activities.  If safety indicates going afield in the 
morning, the schedule will be modified accordingly.  Light, misty rains are just a part of being a naturalist in the 
field; however, thunder and lightning will keep us indoors, where specimen material will be available.  Lunching 
will flex with progression of the schedule and what works best for the circumstances. 
 
USEFUL EQUIPMENT: 
Participants should bring clothing suitable for staying warm in temperatures ranging in the 30s and 40s.  
Multiple layers of sweaters, sweatshirts, and fleece coupled with hats, gloves, and warm footwear are much 
preferred over nylon coats and jackets because nylon is noisy and can prevent hearing essential subtle sounds at 
distance.  Flashlights suitable for seeing the ground to walk safely are permissible, but big lights to search for or 
to illuminate owls are not allowed. 
 
REMEMBER TO BRING THE 10 ESSENTIALS: 
Rocky Mountain National Park recommends that hikers always carry the 10 essentials in their daypacks.  
▪ Raingear ▪ Map and compass ▪ Flashlight or headlamp 
▪ Sunglasses and sunscreen ▪ Candles ▪ Matches or other fire starter 
▪ Pocketknife ▪ First-aid kit ▪ Extra layers of clothing  
▪ Sack lunch, snacks, water     
 
Note:  Rocky Mountain Conservancy - Field Institute recommends that participants for all courses dress in 
layers and wear comfortable, sturdy hiking boots/shoes.  Participants should be prepared for sudden changes in 
temperature and weather conditions. 
 
REFUND POLICY:  
Cancellations received at least 14 days prior to the start of a class will qualify for a refund minus a cancellation 
fee of $25 per participant for a one-day class, $50 for a multi-day class, $5 per kid’s class and $15 per half-day 
class or bus tour seat. Registration money transferred to another class will be subject to a $10 switch fee. 
Cancellations received less than 14 days prior to the start of a class or bus tour will not generate a refund. If the 
Field Institute cancels a class, every effort will be made to place the participant in another class; otherwise, a full 
refund will be given. 
 
TEACHER RECERTIFICATION CREDIT:   
Most courses are eligible for teacher recertification credit through the Centennial Board of Cooperative 
Education Services (BOCES).  The fee is $25 per class (.5 units) or $25 per series of threaded courses (1.0 - 3.0 
units).   A list of threaded courses can be found online at www.RMConservancy.org.  Participants must enroll 
in all classes of a threaded series in order to qualify for the $25 multi-unit fee. Please be prepared to pay for this 
credit with a check, made payable to BOCES, on the first day of a class or on the final day of a threaded series of 
courses.    
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