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LOCATION: Rocky Mountain Conservancy – Field Institute & Conference Center 
  1895 Fall River Road, Estes Park, Colorado 
 
TIME: 9:00AM – 5:00PM   
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This interactive presentation and discussion will focus on elements of the Leave No 
Trace principles and is specifically designed for friends groups, volunteers, and others public lands stewards. 
 
Topics include: 

• Leave No Trace outdoor skills and ethics program as it stands today, which is applicable to all 
outdoor enthusiasts and all environments.  

• Effective Communication - how to teach Leave No Trace methods to others and how to promote 
change in visitor and/or employee behavior.   

• Authority of the Resource - a proven method of changing visitor behavior through deemphasizing 
regulation in favor of education about the natural world around us. This technique is widely used by 
federal, state, and local land managers as well as volunteer groups around the world. 

This training utilizes the "Train-the-Trainer" format and involves general Leave No Trace techniques, ethics and 
how to effectively disseminate Leave No Trace information to users. Instructors will use interactive activities, 
demonstrations, and media to facilitate the learning process and allow everyone to be active in the 
training. Participants will be provided with information on how to easily and effectively integrate Leave No Trace 
into their daily lives, programs, outreach, and businesses.  
 
COURSE LEVEL:  II 
Short-distance walks throughout the day on primarily level terrain.  Potential site for this class is Hidden Valley 
above the snow-play area. 
 
BRIEF INSTRUCTOR BIOGRAPHY (additional information available at www.RMConservancy.org): 
Jason’s passion for the outdoors and resource conservation started at a young age through scouting, where he 
eventually achieved the rank of Eagle Scout. As a Recreation Administration student at Texas State University, 
his passion for playing outside blossomed into a career and he’s now in his seventh year at the Leave No Trace 
Center for Outdoor Ethics. In his role as Outreach Manager, Jason oversees several national initiatives working 
with land managers, volunteers, and other stakeholders to coalesce support and mobilize communities around 
areas suffering significant visitor impacts. Jason regular visits with partner organizations, land managers, 
volunteer groups, and others all across the country to facilitate in-depth workshops aimed at better equipping 
individuals with the skills necessary to affect meaningful change in the places they care about. When not working, 
Jason enjoys spending time with his family climbing, mountain biking, and camping in Colorado and around the 
American west.  
  
EXPECTATIONS:  Professional conduct will be expected from participants at all times.  Individual ideas will be 
respected.  Except during course breaks, cellular phones, pagers, and personal entertainment devices are strictly 
prohibited in the classroom and during field sessions. 

http://www.rmconservancy.org/
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CAR-POOLING:  Rocky Mountain Conservancy - Field Institute courses utilize car-pooling to limit vehicles 
traveling into the Park.  Car-pooling makes it easier to keep the group together, reduces transit time, and allows 
courses greater access because fewer parking spaces are required at destinations.  In addition, it provides an 
opportunity for participants to discuss course material in small groups during transit.  Typically, a few participants 
from each course volunteer the use of their vehicles for car-pooling to course locations. 
 
TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE:   

9am:  Welcome and introductions  
9:30am: Introduce the principles either through an activity or a PowerPoint presentation  
10am:  Discuss the Center, Master Educators, Trainers, the mission, etc.   
11:00am: Discuss all available resources, programs and how people can get involved  
Noon:  Lunch    
1pm:  Put the principles into action through demonstrations, skits, role-play, etc.  
4pm:  Wrap-up  

 
WHAT TO BRING:   
 Snacks, energy bars, and water 
 Warm layered clothing 
 Appropriate footwear 
 Note taking materials  
 
REMEMBER TO BRING THE 10 ESSENTIALS: 
Rocky Mountain National Park recommends that hikers always carry the 10 essentials in their daypacks.  
▪ Raingear ▪ Map and compass ▪ Spare batteries for headlamp 
▪ Sunglasses and sunscreen ▪ First-aid kit ▪ Matches or other fire starter 
▪ Pocketknife ▪ Extra layers of clothing  
▪ Sack lunch, snacks, and water  ▪ Flashlight or headlamp 
 
Note: Rocky Mountain Conservancy - Field Institute recommends that participants for all courses dress in layers 
and wear comfortable, sturdy hiking boots/shoes. Participants should be prepared for sudden changes in 
temperature and weather conditions. 
 
REFUND POLICY: 
Cancellations received at least 14 days prior to the start of a class will qualify for a refund minus a cancellation 
fee of $25.00 per participant for a one-day class, $50.00 for a multi-day class, $5 per kid’s class and $15 per half-
day class or bus tour seat. Registration money transferred to another class will be subject to a $10 switch fee. 
Cancellations received less than 14 days prior to the start of a class or bus tour will not generate a refund. If the 
Field Institute cancels a class, every effort will be made to place the participant in another class; otherwise, a full 
refund will be given. 
 
TEACHER RECERTIFICATION CREDIT:  
Most courses are eligible for teacher recertification credit through the Centennial Board of Cooperative Education 
Services (BOCES). The fee is $25.00 per class (.5 unit) or $25.00 per series of threaded classes (1.0 - 3.0 units). A 
list of threaded classes can be found online at www.RMConservancy.org. Participants must enroll in all classes of 
a threaded series in order to qualify for the $25.00 multi-unit fee. Please be prepared to pay for this credit with a 
check, made payable to BOCES, on the first day of a class or on the final day of a threaded series of classes.  
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