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by Travis Machalek with Colt Weber
Rocky Mountain Na onal Park attracts visitors for a host of reasons. Some
visit to view the natural splendor from the
comfort of their vehicles, some take in
the sights during a short hike, and some
head into the backcountry to experience
a night (or more) in the woods. I’ll admit
to a purist streak — my personal belief is
that our country’s preserved natural areas
are usually best experienced as far away
from a paved surface as you can get. But
I’ve come to appreciate the spectrum of
experiences available to na onal park visitors from all walks of life.
While there are many diﬀerent ways
for visitors to experience Rocky, I have become personally acquainted with a unique
one. My wife, Ashley, and I hike and camp
in the park with a good friend of ours who

I

:

is deaf/blind (his preferred term). Colt
Weber has lived in Estes Park for more
than six and a half years and is more in
love with Rocky than anyone I know.
When Colt explains why he loves the
park, one quickly realizes that his reasons
are not at all out of the ordinary. He has
always been an avid outdoorsman and
did not want to stop the ac vi es he
loves when he lost his sight at age 29.
Colt deeply appreciates the physical and
mental challenges that come with spending me in the mountains. He has climbed
five 14ers (Longs Peak, Mount Bierstadt,
Mount Sherman, Quandary Peak and Uncompahgre Peak) with another planned
soon (Grays Peak), and takes backcountry
camping trips on a regular basis. Perhaps
the best example of the physical and
mental challenges that Colt appreciates
is evidenced by a 2017 backcountry trip
during which he spent five nights in the

backcountry, two of those alone. What
he enjoys most about these experiences
are: physically and mentally preparing for
the challenge, spending me with friends
on the trail and in camp, listening to the
sounds of nature (provided they are loud
enough), and listening to his friends describe the areas that he visits.
While Colt’s mo va ons and the
value he gets from the park are shared
by many people, his experience hiking
is quite diﬀerent. As the reader might
imagine, the inability to see is a significant challenge when naviga ng trails full
of loose rocks and other debris. Moving
slowly and deliberately is a must, and
great a en on must be paid to naviga ng
trails that many of us are able to traverse
without any conscious processing. This
focus results in what Colt characterizes
as an in mate familiarity with the condi-

FUN CONSERVANCY HOLIDAY GIFT ITEMS! (SEE PAGE 3)

(View, con nued on page 12)
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Execu ve Director
Estee Rivera Murdock

Board of Directors

Dear Friends,

Jim Pickering (President)
Estes Park, CO

As you probably know, Trail Ridge Road didn’t open un l June this year,
and the Alpine Visitor Center was closed by snow for the season by
October 8th. So, perhaps, as a na ve Arizonan, I can be forgiven for
complaining about the shortest summer — ever. On the bright side, winter in Rocky is stunning,
and I’m looking forward to trying out my new backcountry skis. I’ve been lucky to have a few
pa ent friends who are teaching me the ropes of backcountry skiing, smiling and encouraging me
even when I move at the pace of the tortoise, or once, so quickly that I accidentally bit oﬀ a small
chunk of pine tree as I careened oﬀ the edge of a small snow bridge creek crossing.

Timothy Davis (Treasurer)
Denver, CO
Zachary Wiebe (Secretary)
Fort Collins, CO
Walter Borneman
Estes Park, CO
Doug Campbell
Greeley, CO
Don Cheley
Denver, CO
Charles Cofas
Estes Park, CO
Katherine Dines
Denver, CO
Howard Fry
Castle Rock, CO
Lynne Geweke
Estes Park, CO
Julie Harrington
Denver, CO
Charles Jerden
Denver, CO
Chris na Kra
Estes Park, CO
Joel Mayo
Centennial, CO
Jan Robertson
Boulder, CO
Kim Skyelander
Loveland, CO

I am lucky to live in a remarkable community that is teeming with individuals, like these local Hidden Valley ski experts, who are willing to share their exper se about the park, the mountains, and
the people who have lived here, past and present. So, it’s a compliment when on the flip side, I’m
asked to share my knowledge about a field that I’ve worked in for over a decade – that of public
lands stewardship and partnerships. This past year, I’ve engaged with lands managers from around
the world who are visi ng Rocky Mountain Na onal Park to find out more about what the government, and partners like the Rocky Mountain Conservancy, have learned in more than 100 years of
stewarding public lands in this country.
Through our growing rela onship with Colorado State University’s Center for Protected Area
Management, I’ve had the opportunity to meet with guests ranging (alphabe cally) from Brazil
to Vietnam. Through other programs, we’ve also had guests from Germany, Tajikistan and South
America. Rocky also has a long-established rela onship with Poland’s Na onal Parks, supported
through the Conservancy’s Sister Park fund. While the ecosystems that we are working to protect
may vary widely, as well as the public and private frameworks that we are working within, it’s fascina ng how similar our stewardship challenges are: funding, managing visita on, human-wildlife
interac ons, climate change, invasive species, engaging diverse stakeholders, recrui ng and retaining qualified and diverse staﬀ, working with partners, and more. Our conserva on challenges here
in the U.S. are not en rely unique, and it’s refreshing to hear and share new ideas about how we
can all work, both locally and globally, to protect our environment for future genera ons.
I hope that if you travel this holiday season, either to Rocky or to other places, that you’ll take a
moment to really look at the lands around you and ponder how you can help to protect and steward these important places. For even in the densest ci es its usually possible to find a li le pocket
of greenspace. You might consider making a gi to support that place, or oﬀer to pitch in with
needed service work, but it might also be as simple as taking a moment to talk to someone about
what you’ve learned from the places you’ve loved and helped to protect.

Best,

Estee Rivera Murdock
Execu ve Director

Photo: Tim Argenziano

Brian Ross (Vice President)
Denver, CO
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Ask Nancy

Holiday Gift Ideas

From the Rocky Mountain Conservancy
Puﬀy RMNP Bighorn Sheep Blanket
This cozy RMNP puﬀy blanket features an
iconic bighorn sheep posing in front of
Halle Peak. 52” x 75”. 100%
recycled polyester. 2.1 lbs.
Price: $99.00;
Member Price: $84.15

RMNP Sun-catcher Ornaments
These glass sun-catcher ornaments highlight classic scenes in Rocky: Colorado columbine; a bull elk amidst autumn aspen; and
the Colorado River winding through the Kawuneeche Valley toward the Never
Summer Mountains. Recycled glass; 2 3/4” x 2 3/4”. Price: $9.99;
Member Price: $8.49

Junior Ranger Na onal Parks Opoly
Get ready for a Junior Ranger adventure! Travel
all over the USA exploring famous na onal parks
and their most iconic animals. Spot growling grizzlies, wild wolves, and more all in their
na ve habitats. As you collect na onal parks,
learn unique facts about each one on the back
off the
h cards.
d Just make
k sure you don’t miss the bus or get lost along the way!
Price: $19.99; Member Price: $16.99

Longs Peak WPA Poster Jigsaw Puzzle
This 1000-piece puzzle is designed in the historic
WPA-poster style, and features the Longs Peak
Boulderfield cabin and hikers on their trek toward the summit. Finished dimensions: 17.25ʺ x
26.5ʺ. Price: $19.99; Member Price: $16.99

Estes Park and
Rocky Mountain
Na onal Park — Then & Now
Text: Jim Pickering;
Photographs by Mic Clinger and Derek For ni
A photographic extravaganza of more than 500
photographs with text highligh ng 140 historic sites
and structures, including hotels, ranches and resorts,
tracing the evolu on of the Estes Park region from the me of
Joel Estes to our own. So cover. 12”x13”; 409 pp. Price: $59.95;
Member Price: $50.96

Call 970-586-0108, or order online at
RMConservancy.org

Cover photo
Song of the Season, by Conservancy Member PutneyNatureImages.
com, Longmont, CO
Photos are always appreciated! Scenery, wildlife and wildflowers
greatly enhance this publica on, so get out there and take a hike!
Please send high-resolu on images to nancy.wilson@
RMConservancy.org by December 1 for publica on in the 2020
Winter Quarterly.

Thank You!

Quarterly Editor Nancy Wilson a empts to unearth answers
to any ques ons asked by Conservancy members and park
visitors. If you are curious about something in or about the
park, email nancy.wilson@rmconservancy.org or write:
Nancy Wilson, Rocky Mountain Conservancy, PO Box 3100,
Estes Park, CO 80517.
On a hike in the park, we no ced an area where trees had been
cut, and the surface of the stump was covered with a cross-hatch
pa ern cut into the wood. What is that about? In the past, the crisscross design was used in hopes that it would make the stump rot
quicker a er felling a tree. At a later me, it was found out that the
stump does not rot out any quicker than just leaving a flat cut a er
felling a tree. The park’s trail crews stopped doing the criss-cross in
the early 2000s.— RMNP Trails Program Supervisor Doug Parker.
Why are there no ponderosa pine on the west side of the park?
There are ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa) on the west slope of
Rocky Mountain Na onal Park! There are not many, although I am
aware of one well-established grove on the ridge north of the East
Inlet Trail. Unfortunately, most of the old-growth trees were killed by
bark beetles during the epidemic between 2003-2008; many saplings
survived, however, and last me I visited the area (approximately five
years ago), there were perhaps a few hundred trees not more than
six feet (2m) tall. Ponderosa pines are not common on the western
slope of Rocky Mountain Na onal Park because it’s too wet. Ponderosa
prefer arid, sunny slopes with well-drained soils and are intolerant
of excessively wet sites. Ponderosa pines are adapted to dry condions, and compete best in places where they can take advantage of
their characteris cally deep taproot. With these growing condi ons
in mind, the East Inlet ridge where I know they grow is aptly suited:
it’s a dry, rocky, sandy and a sunny south-facing ridgeline. — RMNP
Forest Ecologist Brian Verhulst
What is the current health status of the park’s bighorn sheep
popula ons? Pneumonia is always a threat to sheep, and involves a
complex interac on typically including lungworms (Protostrongylus
spp.) and bacteria (Pasteurella spp.), combined with other stressors
that can result in loss of up to a third of the herd. These pneumonia
die-oﬀs seem to aﬀect herds every several decades. While the park
does not currently have ongoing research to study bighorn health,
bighorn sheep rou nely are observed during the summer in the three
year-round herds (Eastside/Mummy Range, Never Summer Mountains
and Con nental Divide) through bighorn surveys in known habitat and
in concentra on areas, such as mineral licks. To give this some context,
previous studies in ~2003-2004 (McClintock and White 2006) showed
that Pasteurella spp. biovariants that were considered to have the highest disease poten al were present in five ewes captured. The study
also indicated that popula on declines were ongoing in the Mummy
Range, and that the popula on had not stabilized from the 1994-1995
winter die-oﬀ. An updated popula on study occurred in 2009 and 2010
(Schoenecker et al. 2015), and at that me it appeared that the populaon numbers were stable, with even larger herds than were indicated
in the McClintock study. Outside of the park, however, there are known
disease concerns that are currently under inves ga on by Colorado
Parks and Wildlife. So, all that said, these health issues could happen
at any me, but no observa ons of any health concerns (coughing,
sneezing) have been observed and reported in 2019 in Rocky Mountain
Na onal Park. — RMNP Conserva on Biologist Mary Kay Watry
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Conservancy’s Volunteer
Program in Rocky
Dynamic and Growing

oup photo
ndezvous event gr
Rocky Mountain Re

by Geoﬀ Elliot
In 2019, the Conservancy’s Volunteer Stewardship program supported 21 volunteer projects in Rocky Mountain Naonal Park and the surrounding Arapaho-Roosevelt Na onal
Forests. Eleven of these projects were open to the public,
while the other 10 were in partnership with specific youth or
corporate groups.
Across these projects, volunteers supported li er cleanups, trail maintenance, invasive species removal, na ve plant
restora on, and fire fuels reduc on. Many of the public volunteer projects marked special days of service during the year, including Colorado Public Lands Day, Na onal Trails Day, Founders Day, 9/11-Na onal Day of Service and Remembrance, and
Na onal Public Lands Day. The projects with corporate and
youth groups allowed the Conservancy to connect with new
audiences and share the Conservancy’s mission and work with
future stewards and Colorado-based businesses.
By the end of the season, the Conservancy hosted 345
volunteers who served more than 2,000 hours in total in support of Rocky Mountain Na onal Park and surrounding U.S.
Forest Service lands. Thank you to all of those who joined us
throughout the year during these Volunteer Stewardship days.
YOUR support is GREATLY appreciated and contributed posivelyy to conserva on eﬀorts on OUR public
lands.
p

Greystone Technologies of Boulder com
pletes na ve plant
restora on work in Moraine Park.

on
r slash for fire fuel reduc
Volunteers help to gathe
rk.
Pa
al
on
Na
work in Rocky Mountain

All this and more!
Call Geoff at 970-586-0108 to
find out how you can be a part
of the Conservancy’s volunteer
efforts to improve Rocky.
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Rocky’s New Chief of Interpretation
Nancy Holman
My mom says that from the me I
could walk I was fascinated by depools.
Raised in a small town in northwestern
Washington State, I grew up with wild
places. As a family, we picnicked, camped,
hiked, fished, farmed and harvested firewood. My brother, sister and I spent endless hours playing outside in trees, fields,
creeks and on beaches. I was a Girl Scout,

Fun Facts About Rocky’s
New Head of Interp
d Nancy loves to write and
send postcards, but she doesn’t
have a social media account.
e She won Best Junior Showman at the Sea le Kennel Club
with her dog named Hiccups.
k She makes most of her meals
from scratch, although she does
cheat with a breadmaker.
j Her dad gave her tools every
Christmas. Her tool box is extensive and she knows how to use
them.
t Nancy loves to par cipate in
art classes. Something she once
painted was fought over at a
community fund raiser.

and later followed my love of animals into
4H and FFA. I played sports, trained and
showed dogs, did lots of public speaking, and emerged as a leader throughout
the myriad ac vi es I engaged in. I was a
model over-achiever.
I chose a university as much for its locaon and beau ful campus as its academics.
During my me at Western Washington
University, I recreated as much as I studied.
I learned to ski, mountain bike, rock climb,
kayak and more. I earned a degree in
marine biology and worked my summers at
state parks, county parks, and nature centers. One opportunity led to another, and
I landed a coveted seasonal park ranger
educator posi on with North Cascades
Na onal Park. Thus began my bumpy,
some mes reluctant, o en triumphant,
career with the Na onal Park Service.
I’ve had the opportunity to explore
and share the wonder of some of America’s most treasured wild places. From
the red rock deserts of southern Utah to
the mountains of the North Cascades,
the beaches and forests of the Pacific
Ocean to the sawgrass swamps of southern Florida, the hardwood forests and
wetlands of the heartland and the vast
tundra and rivers of Alaska — it has been
an adventurous ride. I’ve been lucky to
work with some of the best educators and
public-lands advocates along the way.
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I took a short hiatus from the NPS to
a end graduate school and work with
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at a
Na onal Wildlife Refuge Complex. Back in
the Northwest, I studied leadership and
organiza onal development, both at a
semi-residen al academic program and
in my new posi on. Hands-on learning
with a cohort, real clients and a new work
team provided transforma ve experiences
that con nue to shape the way I view
community, work and life.
I have always had a great deal of
curiosity. I love to explore and learn,
whether in my backyard or in a foreign
land. I’m gregarious and genuinely love
people. Working as a park ranger is prac cally perfect for me. I am a strong visitor
advocate, natural teacher and have a passion for bringing the best out of staﬀ. My
entrepreneurial spirit and whole systems
perspec ve are a good match for the juicy
challenges that the staﬀ, volunteers, visitors and wild spaces of Rocky Mountain
Na onal Park are currently facing. I am
happy to be here and excited to serve!
Thanks to everyone who has already
extended a warm welcome to me, and
hello to the new friends I have yet to
meet. It’s hard to believe that I have only
been here six months — so much has happened already! I’ve met oodles of staﬀ,
volunteers and visitors, hiked miles and
miles of park trails, and even par cipated
in a handful of running races, concerts
and fun local events. So, although I do
miss poking around in depools, exploring
this place is my current delight.

Support educa on and research programs by dona ng to the Conservancy’s Educa on Fund

RMConservancy.org, or call 970-586-0108
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The RMNP East Side Utitility Area:

Preserving the Past While Heading for the Future
by Cheri Yost and Carissa Turner
Cultural landscapes — historically
significant places that have been aﬀected,
influenced, or shaped by human involvement — exist all around us. The Na onal
Park Service (NPS) strives to protect these
places, but protec on doesn’t mean
that me stops. In fact, the east side
U lity Area near the Beaver Meadows
Visitor Center is a very dynamic cultural
landscape; a place where people have
lived and worked for centuries, and will
con nue to live and work for centuries to
come. Ongoing needs to update buildings,
rehabilitate u lity lines, build new housing,
and maintain roads (among other things),
have prompted the park to request a
Historic ranger dorm, now McLaren Hall
Photo: NPS
much-needed cultural landscape inventory
for the U lity Area. Thanks to the financial structures, and the amazing view of Longs over me, crea ng “snapshots” of what
support of the Rocky Mountain Conserthe landscape looked like in key years.
Peak?
vancy, this process started this summer!
The cultural landscape inventory
Enter Liz Sargent, an historical landParks need places to grow and
will do more than just provide succinct
scape architect hired by the Rocky Mounchange, and Rocky’s u lity area has been tain Conservancy to complete a cultural
documenta on of the history of the area.
a working landscape since the 1920s
It also will be a valuable tool that helps
landscape inventory of the U lity Area.
when the NPS constructed the first hous- Based out of Charlo esville, Virginia, Liz
the park plan for the future while also
ing units. Soon followed Civilian Consertaking into account the need to preserve
and her team travelled to Rocky for a few
va on Corps construc on of garages,
important aspects of our past. The docudays in late July to begin their research.
gas pumps, a barn, and oﬃces. The area
ment will allow park staﬀ to consult with
To start, the team dug into the park’s
underwent another era of development
archives to look for old photos, maps, and the State Historic Preserva on Oﬃce
post-World War II, when buildings from
eﬃciently. The photos and maps colSuperintendent’s reports, and reviewed
the Civilian Conserva on Corps camp
lected and created during this project will
previous studies of the area, including
were moved into the area to increase
also serve as educa onal tools to share
natural and cultural resource reports. The
housing. Again, during Mission 66, the
Rocky’s administra ve history in a visual
team also spent me in the field taking
area expanded and evolved. Addi ons
and vibrant way. Thanks to the support of
photos and collec ng GIS data to help
during this me included ranch-style
them examine and understand changes
the Rocky Mountain Conservancy and its
houses and the Beaver Meadows Visitor
over me.
members, this project will help us deterCenter, now a Na onal Historic Landmark.
Over the next few years, Liz and her
mine what makes this place special and
Post-Mission 66 changes included more
team will analyze all the cultural landscape help us to manage change for the next
housing, rehabilita on of garages into
features in this approximately 200-acre
100 years.
oﬃces, u lity line replacements, and new area. Site visits allow the team to reexamThe Rocky Mountain Conservancy is
construc on, such as the greenhouse,
ine areas and features that come to light
facili es and fire management oﬃces,
through their research. As part of this proj- providing $98,882.50 over three years for
this project. The final report will provide
and a museum-storage facility.
ect, they will draw maps showing change
guidance to ensure that the
Many of the buildings
U lity Area Historic District is
in the U lity Area are listed
preserved over me.
2020
Field
Institute
Catalog
in the Na onal Register of
Historic Places (or determined
A smorgasbord of great classes in Rocky MounCheri Yost heads the park’s
eligible for lis ng). But it isn’t
tain National Park are being planned for next
Planning and Park Stewardjust the buildings and roads
ship program. Carissa Turner
summer!
A
catalog
of
Conservancy
offerings
will
that showcase its history
is the Science Communicabe
sent
mid-winter
—
stay
tuned!
— what about the streeton Coordinator for Rocky’s
lights, culverts, social trails,
Con
nental Divide Research
Learn
more
at:
RMConservancy.org
greenhouse, clotheslines, play
Learning Center.
Or call 970-586-0108 for more informa on

Support historic preserva on in the park by dona ng to the Conservancy at

RMConservancy.org, or call 970-586-0108
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Eagle Rock School Students and Pathways to Parks:
Learning and Growing in Rocky Mountain National Park
by Ashley Dang
The Rocky Mountain Conservancy supports many programs that provide youth with opportuni es to learn, build careers, and grow as individuals at Rocky Mountain Na onal Park (RMNP). The Pathways to Parks internship program aims to provide students from diverse backgrounds
with hands-on experiences working for the Na onal Park Service while suppor ng ongoing student learning and professional development.
Represen ng a partnership between RMNP’s Con nental Divide Research Learning Center (CDRLC) and Eagle Rock School and Professional Development Center (ERS), the ten-week Pathways to Parks internship program takes a dynamic approach to career development.
Located in Estes Park, Eagle Rock School serves adolescents who are not thriving in their current situa ons and who are interested in taking
control of their lives and learning. ERS students par cipa ng in the program spend the first five weeks of their internships volunteering in
the park part- me while taking an internship course at ERS. At school, students learn about professionalism and workplace culture; at work,
students train in and prac ce their technical and leadership skills. During the second five weeks of their internships, students live in the park
and work full- me in their internship posi ons, and they con nue their discussions about professionalism, career development, and diversity in a Na onal Park Service workplace with RMNP and CDRLC staﬀ.
Since its incep on in 2009, the Pathways to Parks program has provided 46 students with unique opportuni es to live, learn and grow
as professionals at RMNP. This year, the Conservancy partnered with the CDRLC and ERS to facilitate internships through the Pathways to
Parks program for five incredible students. Meet 2019 Pathways to Parks interns:

April Ojeda
jeda

Ra’keim
eim Thompson

My name is April Ojeda and I am 18 years old. I
came to Eagle Rock School in May of 2017 and I
will be gradua ng in August of 2019. I am from
Los Angeles, California, and I love going to the
beach and having sunny winters. I am working at
Rocky Mountain Na onal Park on the Vegetaon Crew. We work on helping the na ve plants
thrive in their environment. We also work with
herbicides to help control invasive species. My
favorite thing about the park is breathing in the
crisp and clean air. The thing I am most excited
about is becoming independent, ge ng a small
taste of being an adult, working, and having
responsibili es. My goal for the future is to work
at Channel Islands Na onal Park.

My name is Ra’keim Thompson. I was born in
Derby, Connec cut, and I am 18 years old. I am
currently going to Eagle Rock School and Professional Development Center. I’ve been at ERS
for 1 year. I am working with the Trails Crew at
Rocky Mountain Na onal Park, fixing bridges,
building rock staircases, breaking rocks, chopping trees, shaving trees, and fixing trails for
visitors. My favorite thing about the park are
the views and the beau ful projects I get to
work on. I’m excited for all the responsibility I
will have, and can’t wait to get back to ERS to
tell all the stories about the summer internship. My future goal is to con nue this working
path every summer.

Jo Page
Joy
My name is Joyce Page, but I prefer
M
to be called Joy. I am from Lancaster,
California and I have been at Eagle
C
Rock School for one year. I am working
R
aat Rocky as part of the Vegeta on
C
Crew. We work on star ng plants in
tthe greenhouse, then plan ng them
in the park. We also work on controlliling non-na ve plants in the park with
herbicide so that the non-na ve plants don’t take over, or stop na ve
plants from growing. My favorite things about the park are the landscapes and the people I work with. I like working at RMNP because it is
such a unique experience, and my workers are always helping learn new
skills. I am also excited to get a foot in the door for working in outdoor
educa on. My goal for my career is to become an actress, a basketball
coach for middle school girls or an outdoor educator for young adults.

Hendrickk Paz
My name is Hendrick Paz and I am from Simi Valley, California. I have been at Eagle Rock School
for three years, and I will be gradua ng in early
August. I am working at Rocky Mountain Na onal Park on the Custodial Crew. We maintain the
restrooms, front country and backcountry vaults
in the park, and keep them all stocked for the
visitors from around the world. My favorite thing
about being in RMNP is hearing the diﬀerent languages and accents from the visitors. I am most
excited about working with the llama packers
because I get to hike Longs Peak with some great
guys and llamas. A er my season with RMNP, I
hope/plan to take an Outward Bound semester
course and Wilderness First Responder course to
further my outdoor skills and knowledge.

C
Carter
Raymond
My name is Carter Jade Raymond,
M
aand I am a senior at Eagle Rock
SSchool and Professional Development Center. I’m 18 years old, and I
m
aam from Waterbury, Vermont. I am
working with the Division of Interprew
ta on and Environmental Educa on
aat Rocky Mountain Na onal Park. I
h
have been doing Discovery Days and
the
h Wildland
ildl d Fire
i programs at Junior
i Ranger Headquarters. My favorite
thing about RMNP is going to the highest point on Trail Ridge Road and
seeing the ny li le plants that have adapted to live in the harsh environment that is the alpine tundra. I am very excited to go roving around
this summer, and hopefully see some bighorn sheep! In the future, I
hope to pursue outdoor educa on and wilderness therapy.
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Help Us Protect and Preserve Rocky
Please make your annual gift today!
P l e a s e g i ve w h a t y o u c a n
t o da y u s i n g t h e h a n d y
e n ve l o p e a tt a c h e d .
Dear Friends,
Imagine – miles of heavily traveled hiking trails in Rocky maintained, na ve habitats restored, beloved
historic structures repaired, and young people learning what it means to become a public lands steward. Each year, your gi s help to make this important work possible. This past year was another produc ve year of discovery, conserva on and stewardship at Rocky Mountain Na onal Park. I’m pleased
to share that your generosity has made it possible for the Conservancy to make a significant impact on
the park – by improving the park for visitors, and for the living creatures that call the park home. Here
are a few highlights:
 Conserva on Corps repaired and maintained 140 miles of heavily impacted trails, improved visitor services at
campgrounds and preserved 11 beloved historic buildings in Rocky Mountain Na onal Park and adjacent public lands.
 More than $1 million was allocated to support high-priority projects in Rocky Mountain Na onal Park, such as
suppor ng the reintroduc on of an endangered toad to a pris ne habitat.
 Campgrounds were improved, including erosion protec on at five popular campsites. Addi onally, outdated
bridges were replaced across wetland areas between Mills Lake and Black Lake in the Glacier Gorge area.
 Added a third educa on fellowship, allowing for more custom kids’ programing and outdoor experiences in
the park. New classes added, such as Tribes and Tradi ons, to educate kids about the tribes and tradi ons that
historically occupied Rocky – and that con nue to connect back to this wild and scenic place
 Provided funding for Search and Rescue at Rocky, including wilderness educa on programs to teach outdoor
safety to hikers in hopes of preven ng unnecessary rescues
Though 2019 was another incredible year at Rocky, there is s ll more work to be done to steward this precious
na onal treasure. The upcoming year presents exci ng new challenges AND opportuni es for land protec on,
stewardship of our beloved park trails, and preserva on of valued park resources so they may be enjoyed for
years to come.

Will you make a gift to support the park?
Please return your gift in the attached envelope today.
Thank you for being a valued member of the Rocky Mountain Conservancy. Your generous gift today
is vital to our ability protect, preserve and enhance Rocky Mountain National Park — for everyone.
With gratitude,



Estee Rivera Murdock
Executive Director
PO Box 3100

Estes Park, Colorado

80517

You also can make
a gift online at
RMConservancy.org

Phone: 970-586-0108

RMConservancy.org

Support park programs through RMConservancy.org, or call 970-586-0108.
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Make a difference for Rocky in 2020:
Best Use

Help the park where support is needed the most.
Selec ng this op on for your dona on allows the
Rocky Mountain Conservancy flexibility to respond
quickly when new or urgent needs arise in the
park, including trail restora on, youth educa on,
land protec on and historical preserva on.

Next Generation Fund

Your contributions at work

Conservation
Corps

Spotlight

Your gi provides kids’ learning experiences in the
park and in schools, as well as the Junior Ranger
Program, park internships, engagement with Nave American Tribes and more. It will also provide
tui on-free Field Ins tute classes for kids in the
park.

Trail Improvement Fund

Rocky’s beloved and spectacular trails are always
in need of regular repair and maintenance. As
more people visit the park each year, the need
for sustainable trail management has never been
greater. In 2020, we will con nue rebuilding the
Alluvial Fan trail a er a successful bridge construcon this year to provide access to hikers of all
abili es to this unique feature in Rocky.

Conservation Corps

In 2019, the Conserva on Corps restored impacted trails, improved campground visitor
services, restored na ve habitats, and preserved
historic buildings in Rocky and the surrounding
U.S.F.S. lands. With your gi , crews will con nue
to protect our public lands, improving trails across
the park, and near the Alluvial Fan, and improving
access trails to Cub Lake.

Kawuneeche Visitor Center
Exhibits

As a place of discovery and learning, the Kawuneeche Visitor Center plays an important role in the
park experience for more than 160,000 visitors
each year. Your support will help the Conservancy
work with RMNP to redesign KVC’s educa onal
exhibits to provide more modern, interac ve exhibits for a new genera on of park visitors.

I will forever be grateful to the
Rocky Mountain Conservancy. It
has taught me life lessons that I
do not believe I would have been
able to obtain anywhere else. Most
importantly, I was able to give
back to the public lands that have
given me so much since I was a kid.
It warms my heart to know other
people that care so much about
these areas and want to spend
their me protec ng them. The
power of hard work, leadership,
educa on, dedica on, friendship,
and giving radiates through the
program.
— Angelee Rose
Colorado
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Two Youthful Crews Thrive in 2019
High School Leadership Program

Building steps along the Cub Lake Trail
In 2019, the Conservancy welcomed
18 high school students to the High School
Leadership Corps to experience twelve
days of service projects, environmental
educa on, and outdoor educa on. These
18 youth came from high schools along
Colorado’s Front Range, to learn, live and
work in Rocky Mountain Na onal Park
and surrounding U.S. Forest Service lands.
The 18 crew members served on two
crews, one in June and one in July. Each
crew completed eight days of on-the-

gground projects and four days
o
of training, educa on and
explora
e
on. During their eight
days
d of work, the crews helped
construct
c
a bridge along the
Young
Y
Gulch Trail, build turnpike
p along the South Boulder
Creek
C
Trail, reroute sec ons
o
of trail in the Indian Peaks
W
Wilderness, install steps along
tthe Cub Lake Trail, and support
na ve plant restora on projects
throughout Rocky Mountain Na onal
Park. To complement this on-the-ground
stewardship work, high school members
learned about Leave No Trace ethics, leadership styles, conserva on careers, and the
cultural and natural history of the area.
“Something that I learned is teamwork:
having someone with you, helping you,
and encouraging you to keep going. Today
was very ring. I wanted to give up, but
because of my teammates I didn’t. My

body was very weak, but in the end I felt
accomplished.” – Aracely (Denver, CO)
“This program has changed me. It’s
brought me close to new people. This is an
unforge able trip.” – Yasmin (Denver, CO)

High School Leadership crew proudly presen ng the new turnpike they helped build.

Conservancy Supports
Florissant Fossil Beds
National Monument
Intern
by Jeff Wolin, lead interpreter

In
I the
th summer off 2019
2019, Th
The R
Rocky
k
Mountain Conservancy sponsored a
12-week internship at Florissant Fossil
Beds Na onal Monument through the
Environment for the Americas program.
The intern, Karleen Absher, received
ini al training in interpreta on in May
and began working at the visitor center
desk. Throughout the summer, she also
developed and presented interpre ve
programs for the general public, and
worked with Colorado Springs schools to
co-lead three weeks of geology/paleontology camp for 4th and 5th grade students.
Of the internship Karleen said, “My
favorite part of this internship was co-

lleading
di a geology/paleontology
l / l
t l
camp for
4th and 5th grade students. The camp
was designed to facilitate a rela onship between students from diverse
socioeconomic backgrounds and the
natural world, through an experience
at a Na onal Monument. The camp is
comprised of a five-day long program of
four curriculum-based ac vi es a day,
ranging from guided trail hikes, to learning
the rock cycle through hands-on science
experiments, and digging for fossils at a
privately owned quarry. Throughout this
process, we fostered what will hopefully be a long-standing rela onship with
another Colorado school district and the

hope is that we contributed to a new
genera on of resource stewards.” The
internship greatly expanded the interpreve and educa on program at Florissant
Fossil Beds Na onal Monument.
The opportunity was also of benefit
to the intern Karleen as she said, “This
summer has provided me with some
wonderful experience and it has given
me an opportunity to do what I love for
a living. I am so thankful to everyone at
Environment for the Americas and at the
Rocky Mountain Conservancy who made
it possible for me to fulfill this internship.”
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A Season of Success:

The 2019 Conservation Corps Reportt
The 2019 Conserva on Corps season
has come and gone. In late May, crew
members arrived, eager to enjoy their experience and cau ously op mis c about
the work ahead. A er training, crews
entered the field for eight weeks of field
work.
Outside of their work in the field, the
Conserva on Corps crews par cipated
in educa onal field classes and career

development workshops.
By the me they emerged
from the backcountry in
August, the individuals who
o
arrived had transformed
into commi ed public land
stewards, experienced outdoors people, and lifelong
friends.
During their eight
w
weeks of on-the-ground
w
work, crews completed
p
projects in Rocky Mounttain Na onal Park and
tthe Arapaho-Roosevelt
N
Na onal Forests. In Rocky,
Estes Crew with NPS staﬀ at the new bridge constructed
ttwo crews helped to maintain this summer near Jewel Lake.
5
56 miles of trail, construct and
Young Gulch Trail. On the southern and
rrepair backcountry bridges at
western borders of Rocky, crews helped
JJewel Lake and Calypso Cascades, manconstruct a wilderness bridge along Casaage 39 acres for invasive plants, restore
cade Creek, improve trail structures below
vvegeta on to the alpine tundra, and
Isabelle Glacier, build turnpikes along
iimprove Moraine Park and Aspenglen
South Boulder Creek, and build new mul ccampground facili es.
use trails.
Beyond the park’s boundaries, three
Altogether, the Conserva on Corps
ccrews worked in the Arapaho-Roosevelt
maintained 137 miles of trail, cleared 846
Na onal Forests bordering Rocky MounN
trees from trails, constructed 4 bridges,
ttain Na onal Park. Along the Cache le
improved 5 campsites, repaired roofs on
P
Poudre River, the Conserva on Corps
two historic buildings, and so more. You
m
maintained more than 60 miles of trail
should hear the stories they tell!
aand contributed to the reopening of the

The Boulder crew performing specialized
rock work on the Isabelle Glacier Trail in
the Brainard Lake Recrea on Area.

SUPPORT

THE

CONSERVANCY

AND

RMNP

ON

COLORADO GIVES DAY, DECEMBER 10
On Tuesday, December 10th, your dona on to the Rocky Mountain Conservancy through www.coloradogives.org gets an
extra boost thanks to help from the $1 million Incen ve Fund from Community First
Founda on and FirstBank. This is a great
opportunity to stretch your dollars a li le
farther to help protect and conserve Rocky
Mountain Na onal Park!
Last year, the Conservancy raised
more than $50,000 to provide cri cal support to Rocky Mountain Na onal Park.
Schedule Your Dona on Early!
Colorado Gives Day is powered by ColoradoGives.org, a year-round website which

allows you to schedule your dona on at
any me before December 10th. While
your gi will not be processed un l December 10th, you can conveniently pledge
and schedule your dona on early with a
credit card.
Your Dollars Matched!
Thanks to Community First Founda on
and FirstBank, Colorado Gives Day features
a $1 Million Incen ve Fund, one of the
largest gives-day incen ve funds in the
country. Every dona on on Colorado Gives
Day receives a por on of the Incen ve
Fund, which increases the value of your
gi to the Rocky Mountain Conservancy.

To donate to the Rocky Mountain Conservancy on Colorado Gives Day, go to

coloradogives.org
and search for the
Rocky Mountain Conservancy.

To donate to us on
Colorado Gives Day,
go to coloradogives.org
and search for the
Rocky Mountain Consevancy.

12

Rocky Mountain Conservancy Newsle er

(View con nued from page 1)

ons of any trail he
to the day (even
has hiked. Another
when caught in a
challenge is the
hailstorm), and the
inevitable bumps,
sense of urgency
scrapes, and bruises
we usually feel to
that come when he
reach a campsite, or
loses his foo ng.
the end of the trail,
This required a menis diminished. Put
tal adjustment when
simply, we enjoy
Colt first started hikand appreciate the
ing again a er losing
journey as much as
his sight. Colt also
the des na on.
relays that it is much
We also gain
harder to tell how
a unique perspecfar he has walked
ve of the park
without being able
when Colt asks for
to see the terrain
a descrip on of the
passing. He copes
surroundings or a
with this by se ling
des na on. ViewColt (le ), Travis and Pete above Odessa Lake on their way to a backcountry
into hikes and adopt- camping site at Spruce Lake.
ing beau ful natural
Photo: Ashley Machalek
ing a pragma c atfeatures is something
tude of ‘I’ll get there
that we always took for
would much prefer people take an extra
when my friends tell me I’m there’.
granted. The end of our hikes followed a
minute to fully assess the situa on and
One of the most dis nct features
familiar cadence: arrive at the final stop,
recognize that Pete is a service dog.
of our experiences in the park with Colt
look at the mountains or meadows or
Certainly, Colt’s experience in the
are the interac ons we have with other
lakes, then leave. When asked by Colt
park is much diﬀerent than the average
hikers. Colt generally categorizes these
to describe a scene we find ourselves
visitor’s. What may be less apparent is
interac ons into one of three groups: 1) that my wife and I experience the park
looking with more purpose, focused on
normal small talk/gree ngs, (2) uninten- diﬀerently when hiking or backpacking
providing a vivid enough picture for him
onal condescension, and (3) ques ons with Colt as well. The deliberate speed
to visualize. By virtue of spending more
and concerns about his service (guide)
me looking, and looking more intently,
we have found that our memories for
dog, Pete. Many, if not most, of the
“The deliberate speed at
some of our favorite places and ou ngs
fellow hikers we pass on the trail oﬀer
which we travel with Colt
in the park are drama cally improved.
general gree ngs or bits of small talk as
I can say with confidence that our
they pass. The more challenging aspects
calls our attention to things
me spent exploring Rocky has been
of Colt’s experience comes when usually
that might be lost in a
greatly enhanced by experiencing it
well-meaning people say things like,
with Colt. I would encourage any visitor
“great job,” “keep going, you’re almost
single-minded march to a
to the park (or one of our country’s
there,” or “you are such an inspira on!”
destination. Sections of trail
many other wonderful na onal parks)
He reminds himself that people do not
that could otherwise pass
to reflect on the diﬀerent ways these
mean to be condescending, but he
unparalleled natural resources can be
would much prefer that people take the
by without much notice
experienced. Consider slowing down,
opportunity to ask about his experisuddenly take on a
reflec ng and enjoying the li le things.
ence and how they might help people
whole new meaning and
Colt and I would also encourage you to
they know with disabili es experience
talk to friends or rela ves with disabiliRocky. By far, the most trying conversasignificance. “
es about experiencing the beau ful
ons revolve around Pete, since dogs
natural areas we have access to. Colt
are generally not allowed on trails in the
does not want to be unique in Rocky
park. However, Pete is a trained service
at which we travel with Colt calls our
Mountain Na onal Park; he wants to be
animal and is permi ed to accompany
a en on to things that might be lost in
Colt. It is frustra ng for all of us to have
a single-minded march to a des na on. just one of many people with disabili es
experiencing what it has to oﬀer.
to stop hiking to respond to accusa ons Sec ons of trail that could otherwise
or ques ons about Pete. We apprecipass by without much no ce suddenly
Travis Machalek is the Town Administrator
ate that people are looking out for the
take on a whole new meaning and
for Estes Park. Colt Weber is the Family
welfare of the park, but frankly, we
significance. There is less of a hurry
Programs Specialist for the YMCA of the
Rockies.
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The Rocky Mountain Conservancy
expresses special thanks to the following
people for their donations supporting
Rocky Mountain National Park:
June 29, 2019 – October 1, 2019
Total gifts: 332 ~ Total donations: $169,539
A

F

Donald and Sylvia Adams,
Estes Park, CO:
In memory of Be y and John Birleﬃ
All in Memory of Be y Birleﬃ
Kim Barbour, Greeley, CO
Sam Bruner, Overland Park, KS
Jules and Dixie Jorgensen, Greeley, CO
Mercedes T. Morrison, Greeley, CO
Be y J. Schnaphorst, Greeley, CO
Arvid and Frances Sorenson,
Brooklyn Park, MN
Peter and Barbara Waas,
Woodland Park, CO

B

-U

F

Emily Adams, Denver, CO:
In honor of
Annabel and Noelle Adams
Mary and James Alfred, La Grange
Park, IL
Allstate: The Giving Campaign/Kurt
and Lisa Knutson, Vernon Hills, IL
Stephen and Catherine Alper,
Estes Park, CO
AmazonSmile Founda on, Sea le, WA
L. A away, Denver, CO
Vincent and Sandra Basanavage,
Yardley, PA
Jeﬀrey Beal, Denver, CO
The Benevity Community Impact
Fund/Heather Ri er, Boston, MA
The Benevity Community Impact
Fund/Kari Klein, Hudson, OH
The Benevity Community Impact
Fund/Robert L. Frame, Hudson, OH
The Benevity Community Impact
Fund, Hudson, OH
Mark Bleuze, Pueblo, CO
Jane Bomba, Denver, CO
Brandyberry Trust, Hutchinson, KS:
In memory of Barbara “Babs” Mock
Cathleen Bryant, Wheat Ridge, CO:
In honor of Charlie Bryant
Chris Burns, Las Vegas, NV
Peggy Carr, Denton, TX
Stephanie Chapman, Edinburg, VA
Erik Christensen, Parker, CO
Erin S. Clark, Normal, IL
CoBank/Kassie Moore,
Greenwood Village, CO
Richard Codopony, Denver, CO

Colorado Gives: Community First
Founda
on/Ellen and John VanDyk,
F
Li leton, CO
Colorado Gives: Community First
Founda on/Tamara Barner,
Longmont, CO
Colorado Gives: Community First
Founda on/William Paschal,
Fort Collins, CO
Mel and Sharon Cundiﬀ,
Broomfield, CO
James Davis, Somers Point, NJ
Carl Deason, Meeker, CO
Brian and Louise Desmond,
Estes Park, CO:
In memory of Joan Gaston
Donald and Opal Dick, Ft. Collins, CO:
D
In memory of Ned Daugherty
Dorothy and Keith Doheny,
Madison, WI
Sco Douglas, Elgin, IL:
In memory of Rose Marie Snow
Douglas County Community
Founda on/Fred and Lilian Six,
Lawrence, KS
Alexandra Drobnick, Washington, DC:
In honor of
Nancy Cowdin and Charlie Hennessy
Charles Elwood, Denver, CO
Barbara Eulberg, Marion, IA:
In memory of James F. Gillespie
Facebook Payments Inc.,
Menlo Park, CA
Lyn Ferguson, Estes Park, CO
Fidelity Charitable/Allen and Mary
Anne Sanborn, Santa Fe, NM
Fidelity Charitable/Charles and
Janet Hooper, San Antonio, TX
Fidelity Charitable/Eric and Barbara
Corwin, Colorado Springs, CO
Fidelity Charitable/Eugene and
Cynthia Krueger, Katy, TX
Fidelity Charitable/Jennifer and
Charlie Wood, Aus n, TX
Guido and Annemarie Finocchiaro,
Estes Park, CO
Steven M. Fishburn, Aus n, TX
Carolyn Flinchbaugh, Elizabeth, CO
Grace Franklin, Pataskala, OH
James French, Denver, CO
Kathy Friesz, Milford, OH:
In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Wally Wood
Ryenn Gaebler, Ballwin, MO:
In honor of
Joey Hartman’s 7th Birthday

Dorothy Gibbs, Estes Park, CO:
In memory of Barbara “Babs” Mock
David Giarracco, Boulder, CO
Erin Gilmar n, Cheyenne, WY
Judy Giuliano, Ambler, PA:
In honor of Elfie and Bob Denaro
Linda Goﬀ, Estes Park, CO:
In honor of Steve Goﬀ’s 65th birthday
Margaret Clark Golden, Brooklyn, NY
Good Today, Teaneck, NJ
Google Matching Gi s Program,
Princeton, NJ
John Grove, De Pere, WI
Guardian Life Insurance Company
of America, Plano, TX
Sarah Hambrick, Round Rock, TX:
In honor of Greta Rymal
Julie and Mar n Harrington,
Denver, CO:
In memory of Jean O’Donnell, Pat
Barron and Don Sherwood
Kathleen Henderson, Denver, CO
David and Amy Hendricks, Ballwin, MO
Joseph Hernandez, Johnstown, CO
Danielle Hicks, Mineola, TX
Ma Hicks, Greeley, CO
Brenda Hollis, Morrison, CO
IBM Interna onal Founda on,
Armonk, NY
J. Warren Clinton Living Trust,
Estes Park, CO:
In memory of Mary Lou Hoig
James and Tamara Jarolimek,
Estes Park, CO
Mark and Rebecca Johnson,
Berthoud, CO
David Jones, Tucson, AZ
Jacqueline Kitchen, West Branch, IA
Barry and Sharon Knapp,
Rochester, MN
Alice E. Knox, Denver, CO
Chris ne and Kirt Konkol,
West Allis, WI
Warren and Be y Kuehner,
Denver, CO
June Lehnhoﬀ, Longmont, CO:
In memory of Bill Tieman
Los Alamos Na onal Security, LLC/
Christopher and Caroline Stull,
Los Alamos, NM
Jerry and Marcy Mandello,
West Palm Beach, FL
Rala Mandelson, Estes Park, CO:
In memory of
William Lawrence Conger

Guy Miller,
High Rolls Mountain Park, NM
Mary Ellen Miller, Castle Rock, CO
Richard Moseley, Boulder, CO:
In honor of Mary Ann Moseley
Juanita R. Muntz, Tuala n, OR:
In memory of Geoﬀ Muntz
Network for Good/Lisa Brenskelle,
Houston, TX
Ken and Cindy Nisley, Omaha, NE:
In memory of Mary Lou Hoig
Koren Nydick, Estes Park, CO:
In honor of John Mack
Kimberly O’Hara, Crestview, FL:
In memory of her loving parents
John and Karlene O’Hara
Holly and David Osborn,
Fort Collins, CO
Pacific Western Technologies, LTD,
Wheat Ridge, CO
Edythe and Joe Pahl, Denver, CO
Brenda Palacios, Evans, CO
Jeﬀ Pallaoro, Morrison, CO
Andrea Paolino, Denver, CO:
In honor of the marriage of
Amy Poinse and Chuck Allen
Patagonia, Boulder, CO
Sandra Pfeifer, St. Francis, WI:
In honor of Jessica and Andy Ciesielski
Brian Pippin, Denver, CO
Paul and Joan Poston, Lakewood, CO
Patrick J. Purcell, Odenton, MD
David Pu y, Fort Collins, CO
Race Colorado LLC, Estes Park, CO
Colleen Rademaker, Big Flats, NY:
In memory of Tim Fuller
Stephanie Ring, Wellington, CO
Blake and Susan Robertson,
Estes Park, CO
Ellen and Tom Rohmiller, Ke ering, OH:
In memory of
James Leo Kleinschnitz
Stanley and Cynthia Rosenberg,
Centennial, CO
Rachel Rucker-Schmidt, Dallas, TX:
In honor of RMNP Rangers Jonah,
Paul, Dillon and Nica
Patrick Sandoval,
Greenwood Village, CO
Schwab Charitable Fund/Michael
Conley and Susan Steele,
Estes Park, CO
Schwab Charitable Fund,
San Francisco, CA
John and Vicki Seeck, Be endorf, IA

To make a gi to support Rocky Mountain Na onal Park, visit RMConservancy.org, or call 970-586-0108
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Rosemary Serfilippi, Northford, CT:
In honor of the 2019 Jones Family
Reunion A endees
Serine Shannon, Apex, NC
Shannon United Methodist Mixed
Adult Class, Mayslick, KY:
In memory of Bill Conger
Michelle and Sco Shonbeck,
Bellaire, TX
Vernon and Donna Smith,
Bloomington, IN:
In memory of Mary Edwards
Jean Smith, Prairie Village, KS
Tracy and Rudy Spano, San Diego, CA
Van and Susan Spence, Superior, CO
Sheridan and Barbara Steele,
Highlands Ranch, CO
Judy Sugino, Parker, CO
Jeﬀrey Sydow, Denver, CO:
In memory of Slim Sydow
The T. Rowe Price Program for
Charitable Giving, Bal more, MD
Deborah Tabano, Denver, CO
Ann Tall, Manha an Beach, CA
Bruce Thornblad, Omaha, NE
Thrivent Financial/Linda Hamilton,
Fort Collins, CO
Thrivent Financial/Lynn Friesen,
Aurora, CO
TIAA Teachers Insurance and
Annuity Associa on/James and
Linda Riles, Saint Louis, MO
TIAA Teachers Insurance and
Annuity Associa on/
Joel and Ellen Gordon, Denver, CO
TIAA Teachers Insurance and
Annuity Associa on/
Kathleen Conway, Jensen Beach, FL
Town of Estes Park Philanthropy
Commi ee, Estes Park, CO
Walter Turnquist, New London, CT
Alexandra Van Cleef, Denver, CO
Vanguard Charitable/Robert and
Pamela Eichelberger, Boulder, CO
Vanguard Charitable/William and
Jane Stuart, Estes Park, CO
William Ward, Wilmington, DE
Elizabeth Weisberg, Estes Park, CO
Gary and Dawn Wexell, Sycamore, IL
Evangelina Wiens, Denver, CO:
In honor of Jessie
Dr. Kaye E. Wilkins, San Antonio, TX
Andrew Williams, Denver, CO
Kate Wood, Divide, CO
Leslie and David Yale, Estes Park, CO
William Yeary, Danville, KY
YourCause/Jane Stout, Ankeny, IA
YourCause/Laura Weiss, Elgin, IL
YourCause/Susan Bourque,
Englewood, CO
YourCause, Plano, TX
All In Memory of
Robert “Bob” Brunson
Owen Ard, Estes Park, CO
Patricia Blinn, Santa Fe, NM

Walter and Marlene Borneman,
Estes Park, CO
F R
V
John and Dona Cooper, Estes Park, CO
C
F
Kathleen Hubbard, Denver, CO
Kathleen and Bob Megginson,
Susan Harris, Estes Park, CO:
Ann Arbor, MI
In memory of Barbara “Babs” Mock
All In Memory of Norbert Beerlage
Craig Borchardt, Philadelphia, PA
Marta Capuano, Sao Paulo, Brazil
Laura de la Pinta, Madrid, Spain
Miranda Glasbergen, Denver, CO
Yun Guo, Beijing, China
Daniela Habdakova,
Bra slava, Slovakia
Mohamed Hassan, Parker, CO
Setsuko Ichida, Tokyo, Japan
Janice Kerr, Denver, CO
Gloria Lorenzo, Madrid, Spain
Andrew Miller, Denver, CO
Eelco Mostert, Heerlen, Netherlands
Renée Oudyk, Brunssum, Netherlands
Micah Parkin, Boulder, CO
Ana Pichler, Highlands Ranch, CO
Ichijo Sachiko, Tokyo, Japan
Fabrizio Siracusa, Irwin, PA
Zoltan Szalai, Budapest, Hungary
Hiroko Takizawa, Tokyo, Japan
Takahashi Yutaka, Tokyo, Japan

C

G
F

O

Gail Loveman, Boulder, CO
Carol Warner, Fort Collins, CO

H

S
C

L

F

Indian
d Peaks
k Wilderness
ld
Alliance,
ll
Boulder, CO
Poudre Wilderness Volunteers,
Fort Collins, CO

L

P
F

N

G
F

Dr. Donald and Sylvia Adams,
Estes Park, CO
Kathryn Bolinsky, Loveland, CO
The Jelks Family Founda on, Inc,
Panama City, FL
James Jennings, Longmont, CO:
In honor of Ulla Lee
Jus n Kochalka, Denver, CO
Neza Kunej, Ljubljana, Slovenia:
In memory of Norbert Beerlage
Meredith Williams Founda on,
Opelika, AL
Suzanne Miller, Southlake, TX:
In memory of Barbara “Babs” Mock
Na onal Park Founda on,
Washington, DC
Lynn and Michael Stover,
Edwardsville, IL
Carol Warner, Fort Collins, CO:
In memory of James L. Warner
The Wildland Trekking Company,
Flagstaﬀ, AZ
Wold Founda on, Casper, WY
Cynthia Zarkowsky, Buﬀalo Grove, IL:
In honor of Myra Loris

Ann Brennan, Louisville, CO
Larry Gamble, Estes Park, CO:
In honor of John Mack
Thomas and Regina Hisey,
Estes Park, CO:
All In Honor of Katherine Dines
In honor of Thomas & Monica
S
R
/
Barbara Caley, Denver, CO
S ller’s 50th Wedding Anniversary
W
JM Jones, Denver, CO
IBM Interna onal Founda on,
E
F
Judy Marks, Denver, CO
Armonk, NY
Pam Ma hews, Denver, CO
Emma Jackson, Longmont, CO:
Anne Ambler,
Ambler Silver Spring
Spring, MD
Leslie Wilhelm, Denver, CO
In honor of the Mellek Family and
Frank Morris, Greeley, CO
the Crescent Corner project
John and Phoebe Naughton, Estes
C
C
Emma Jackson, Longmont, CO:
Park, CO:
In honor of the Pollard Family
F
In honor of the RMNP SAR Team:
and Summerlin Sega
Rangers Dean, Danielle, Illiama,
The Charles and Be Saunders
Pamela Kostelecky, Dickinson, ND:
Charlo
e, Claire, Tyler and the others
Founda on Fund/Cindy and
In memory of
Kathryn Skach, Denver, CO:
Bradley Buggs, Estes Park, CO
Gary and Sharon Hamann
In memory of Norbert Beerlage
Barry Goldstein, Longmont, CO
Kazuyuki Nakamura, Tokyo, Japan:
Kaci Yoh, Estes Park, CO
IBM Interna onal Founda on,
In memory of Norbert Beerlage
Armonk, NY
Kris na Normann, Denver, CO:
Diana Milbourn, Dallas, TX
In honor of
T
I
Na onal Park Founda on,
Andrea Fielitz and Scot Rogers
F
Washington, DC
Lynn O’Reilly, Beverly, MA:
Parks Project, LLC, Marina Del Rey, CA
In memory of Kenneth L. West
Cris Benne ,
Rock Cut Brewing Company,
Kevin O’Sullivan, Bryan, TX:
Rancho
Santa Margarita, CA:
Estes Park, CO
In honor of Bernice Heilbrunn
In memory of Howard Williams
Robert Steele, Fenton, MO:
Josh Phillips, Denver, CO
Gary and Jenee Berning, Dallas, TX
In honor of Nancy Krudwig Steele
Rudolf Ru en,
ConocoPhillips, Houston, TX
and Florence Krudwig
Groningen, Netherlands:
Walt
and Sandra Cox, Blue Grass, IA
Carol Warner, Fort Collins, CO:
In memory of Norbert Beerlage
Kevin Deiters, Aus n, TX
In memory of James L. Warner
Chris ne Sadri, Highlands Ranch, CO:
Elizabeth Duane, Watkins Glen, NY
In memory of Jerry L. Sadri
Eric Froehlich, Severn, MD
Elizabeth
E
Schoeberlein, Boulder, CO
E
James and Chris ne Glenski,
Gloria Sexton, Lyons, CO:
O
F
Shawnee Mission, KS:
In memory of John Prieskorn
In
memory
of John A. Morgan
JJessica Sommers-Lee, Neenah, WI:
Al and Pat Hardy, Bismarck, ND:
Imperial Royal Tours,
Tours Inc,
Inc Lafaye ee, IN
In memory of Jim Dohr
In memory of
Sunrise Tours, Saint Louis, MO
David van der Ouw, Ede, Netherlands
Gary and Sharon Hamann
Jodi Voyles, Luther, OK:
Susanne Hicks, Nashville, TN
In honor of Luella Koop’s birthday
Honeywell Interna onal Charity
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Matching/Brian Flansburg, Safety Harbor, FL
David Houser, Eagle, CO
Janet and Larry Kilgore, Estes Park, CO
Maureen and Bruce Kiphart, Arvada, CO:
In memory of Peg Frohberg
Gerald and Donna Klinefelter, Kewadin, MI
John Kuzan and Pa Vocker, Tampa, FL
Seanaci Lewis, Denver, CO
Rachel Mays, Denver, CO
Colleen A. McLaren, Longmont, CO
William and Anita Ondr, Centennial, CO:
In memory of Phil “Casey” Mar n
Patagonia, Ventura, CA
Paul and Donna Payne, Garland, TX
William and Sue Pinkham, Estes Park, CO:
In memory of Barbara “Babs” Mock
William and Sue Pinkham, Estes Park, CO:
In memory of Robert “Bob” Brunson
Athmanathan Ramamirdam, Jersey City, NJ:
In honor of the gentleman who
gave away his campsite 7.19.19
Reiko Saito, Oiso, Japan:
In memory of Norbert Beerlage
Jessica Sandoval-Dickson, New York, NY
John Schakenbach, Estes Park, CO:
In memory of William Lawrence Conger
Darrell C. and Judy A. Schaper, Bri , IA
Dena Sneed, Prairie Village, KS
Leonard R. and Be y Todd, Lenexa, KS
Jodi Voyles, Luther, OK:
In honor of their wedding anniversary

Special note: Our Park Puzzler
crossword constructor, Joel Kaplow,
is under the weather at this time.
Any other crossword maestros out
there willing to take up the baton in
the meantime? If so, please contact
Nancy Wilson, Quarterly editor, at
nancy.wilson@RMConservancy.org.
Thank you!
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Conservancy-funded
Seasonal Housing:
In-the-field Reporting
by Carly Adams
In 2019, the Rocky Mountain Conservancy helped fund
two new bunkhouses for
seasonal park employees this
year, which have the ability to
house a total of 16 staﬀ. Bunk-house 1197 sits under the
marvelous Eagle Cliﬀ Mountain Behold! The finished bunkhouse in Rocky’s east
on the edge of Rocky Mountain side housing area.
Na onal Park (RMNP).
When I arrived at RMNP for my seasonal appointment this May, I was
the very first resident of bunkhouse 1197. It was my first me living in park
housing and to be honest, I had heard some displeasing stories about housing
in other park service loca ons before I arrived. To my delight, my new home
was brand new and spacious. The kitchen is decked out with two refrigerators,
stove tops, microwaves, and sinks. The huge windows throughout the house
frame a nice view of Longs Peak, and the outdoor decks provide a relaxing
place to soak in the sun.
Within my first week here, six roommates moved in and I quickly learned
that all but two of them work for the Conservancy. This is my first season
working for Rocky, and I was unfamiliar with the Conservancy’s partnership
with the park. Living with staﬀ from other divisions and appointments has
provided the opportunity to learn from one another, and our diﬀerences in
employment provide insight into the variety of rela onships between the two
en es and the broad scope of work capacity.
I also learned what it is like to live next door to the park’s pack llamas, discovering firsthand the sounds the animals make and how they behave. By the
end of the summer, our house had bonded over the llamas and christened out
lodging, “The Llama House!” I never thought I would call a llama my neighbor!
Opening our large windows on Wednesday evenings, you can hear the cheers
from the nearby sand volleyball court. Warm summer evenings provide the
opportunity for park staﬀ to get together for food, friends, and a fun game or
two of casual sand volleyball. I enjoyed the easy walk over from my bunkhouse
to par cipate in the fes vi es.
As one of the first residents of bunkhouse 1197, I can only begin to imagine all of the fun mes and learning experiences future seasonal staﬀ will have
there. I am thankful to have been provided the opportunity to live in park
housing and am especially grateful to have been able to call 1197 and RMNP
home this season.
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Busy muskrat at Lily Lake
Photo: Conservancy member Jim Ward

Nature Notes

An early snow on Longs Peak in mid-September made real the idea that winter really is coming to the high country — despite the slow and rainy start to summer ∆
RMNP Sign Shop seasonals Ma Haliday and Jillian Gericke were hiking on the
Aspen Brook Trail replacing some trail signs in early August when they saw a
two-inch garter snake slither across the trail with a pre y large ger salamander
in its mouth. They watched in awe as it swallowed the salamander whole ∆ In a
similarly carnivorous vein, in early June, RMNP Woodcra er Cory Johnson spotted a weasel running across the road in front of him just before Forest Canyon
Overlook with a mouse or something like it in its mouth ∆ Cory also reported in
mid-September that they had a bat fli ng around the woodshop. They caught it
when it landed on a broom, and they were able to carry it outside where it took oﬀ
and flew away. They got a good look at it and believe it was a long-eared myo s ∆
RMNP Facility Manager Danny Basch noted that two handsome buck deer spent
most of a rainy weekend in early August tucked away in front of his woodpile in his
backyard in Estes Park — he didn’t even see them un l he accidentally spooked
one. They eventually returned, and on the next day he watched one as it was
nodding oﬀ — its antlers would p over as it started to doze oﬀ, causing him to
wake up before he fell asleep, making Danny appreciate being able to rest his head
on a so pillow without having to always be on high alert for fear of being eaten
by a mountain lion ∆ West side VIP Beth Honea reported that fellow VIP Don
Schwharm and she had finished roving at the Colorado River Trailhead and they’d
come back to the parking lot for lunch and to visit with people in the picnic area.
Something under one of the parked cars a racted a group of young visitors
who were collec ng s cks to poke at it. A er a discussion about not feeding,
approaching, or poking wildlife, Beth took a look. Ini ally hoping thinking it might
be a baby sasquatch, she found instead an adult pocupine that was si ng in the
shade of the front re. A er half-an-hour, the owners of this shady spot came
back, and very carefully (with much help from Don) backed up their truck, and
le . The porcupine sat in that same spot for almost a minute. Did it then head to
the forest, maybe six feet to the nearest tree? Nope! It walked across two parking spaces and went under another car. A er almost two hours of porcupine-sitng and keeping two adjacent parking spots empty on the chance that the spiny
creature could self-rescue, they called the park dispatch oﬃce. Colorado River
District Ranger Jim Care responded, and he and Don got their own long s cks
and scraped them noisily along the asphalt to get the porcupine moving. A er
a false start during which it ran around one of the car res, jumped over Don’s
s ck, and looped back under the car, they had it headed for the forest. The porcupine reached a pine tree, climbed about 15 feet up, and sat down on a branch.
<Whew!> The visitors really enjoyed being part of this animal rescue and it was a
great ending to an wonderful day in Rocky ∆ RMNP Biological Science Technician Nicholas Bartush was hiking on the North Inlet Trail in late August when he
observed two yearling cow moose ea ng willow as they ambled up the valley.

Colorado River District VIP Don Schwharm and Ranger Jim Care u lizing specialized
wildlife management strategies to best eﬀect. Photo: Conservancy Member Beth Honea

One approached a small pine tree that was clearly bleeding sap and began to rub her face
up and down the tree. The second cow soon followed suit, and then they proceeded to
rub their faces on each other in what appeared to be an a empt to spread their newfound
mosquito repellent around their heads and necks. They con nued this adorable rou ne for
about five minutes before con nuing their journey up the valley ∆ Per RMNP Conservaon Biologist Mary Kay Watry, on August 9, Rocky Mountain Na onal Park and Rocky
Mountain Conservancy employees successfully released 631 boreal toad tadpoles into a
new reintroduc on site. The tadpoles were originally collected as eggs on July 2 in the Fay
Lakes drainage of the park and transported to the Colorado Parks and Wildlife Na ve Species Hatchery in Alamosa. There they were raised to large tadpoles and then transported
to the park on reintroduc on day. The boreal toad is the Colorado state amphibian and is
also a Colorado endangered species ∆ Conservancy Development Assistant Victoria Johnson witnessed three toddlers (ages 18, 21 and 22 months) toddling more than one mile on
the North Inlet Trail. There’s some evidence that they may have ventured further but for
an enormous bull moose near the trail that foiled the plan ∆ In mid-August, Victoria also
spo ed a snowshoe hare on the way down the Sandbeach Lake Trail. The hare’s feet were
white. In August ∆ In mid-August, on a hike down Trail Ridge Road on the west side from
the Alpine Visitor Center, Conservancy Membership Manager Alexis Arnold and Bailey
Educa on Fellow Tommy Egland came upon a herd of park visitors watching a herd of elk
on one side of the road. Meanwhile, unbeknownst to the sightseers, on the other side
of the road, Alexis and Tommy saw four moose, two adults, a yearling and a calf, taking a
stroll by Poudre Lake ∆ Alexis also reported seeing a long-tailed weasel on a 19-mile trek
in Wild Basin, from Boulder-Grand Pass to down to Lake of Many Winds ∆ ‘Tis the elk rut
season and visitors are out in force — be sure to plan your trips to the park with care!
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