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COMING OF AGE

IN THE WILDERNESS
by Geoff Elliot

In Roderick Nash’s Wilderness and
the American Mind, Nash details how
the concepts of wilderness and nature
have changed over the course of history
in America. He tracks the impact of the
development of modern society on the
human relationship with the natural world.
His historical journey begins with Native
Americans, whose relationship with nature
evolved out of necessity and proximity, and
it expands into the industrial revolution
and early urbanization, wrapping up at the
end of the 20th century with the growing
influence of technology in daily life.

| recognize that the concept of the
“outdoors” and “nature” has taken on dif-
ferent meanings and connotations during
different periods throughout my life. As
a child growing up in coastal Connecti-
cut, | identified the “outdoors” with the
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salt marshes, murky harbor waters, and
shell-covered beaches my family and |
would explore in canoes and kayaks. | was
fortunate to grow up along the Indian River,
which flowed through the small town of
Clinton, Connecticut, draining into the Long
Island Sound. We would spend summer
evenings and weekends fishing for striped
bass, bluefish and shad. | can still feel the
mud suck in and release my shoe with each
heavy step across the marsh at low tide.

When | began to assert my indepen-
dence as a high school student and young
adult, spending time in nature meant
biking through forested neighborhood
areas and shoreline communities with
friends. These bike rides often included
cigars and philosophical discourse on our
future careers, relationships, and life goals.
I remember these bike rides of adolescence
as the first time | began to think of a life
outside of the northeast.

Once | left New England for the Rocky
Mountains, my relationship with nature

shifted to a more traditional concept of
“wilderness.” | began backpacking in the
Bob Marshall Wilderness, fly-fishing the
Blackfoot and Bitterroot rivers, and hiking
in Glacier National Park in northwest Mon-
tana with newfound college roommates
and friends. This was the romanticized
concept of “nature” as seen in movies,
grand and idealized. And it was within this
landscape that | decided to shift my profes-
sional pursuits from academia to conserva-
tion-based education.

Today, | am privileged to be immersed
in nature. Whether through my work with
the Rocky Mountain Conservancy, at home
surrounded by U.S. Forest Service lands, or
through weekend activities rafting, fishing,
and skiing throughout Colorado with my
family, the outdoors contributes significant-
ly to my day-to-day life.

With the benefit of hindsight, | have
spent a lot of time thinking about how a
suburban kid from Connecticut ended up

(Coming of Age continued on page 12)

INSIDE: REsEARCH IN ROCKY: ICE-PATCH ARCHAEOLOGY (SEE pAGE 8)
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Dear Friends,

As we kick off both a new year and a new decade, we have some ex-
citing accomplishments to celebrate from the past year, and plenty
more to come. If you’ve visited our website in the past year, you may have noticed that it’s
easier than ever to find the information that you’re looking for, whether it’s our financial
reports that show precisely how your donations were used to help Rocky Mountain
National Park, or a registration form for a Field Institute class that’s quick and easy to fill
out. These improvements not only help make it easier for you to support the park, they
also allow Conservancy staff to be more efficient with leveraging your gifts into more
programs and projects that steward our public lands.

We are excited to report that thanks to some additional technological improvements in
our visitor center Nature Stores this fall, visitors are now being asked at the register if
they’d like to “Round-Up for Rocky,” bumping up their purchases to the nearest dollar. To
our delight, we’ve found that visitors don’t hesitate to participate in the program, with
many volunteering to make an even greater donation. These donations, sometimes mere
pennies, may seem trivial, but cumulatively, we are optimistic that they will add up to a
meaningful gift to Rocky, while giving these visitors a sense of ownership for the park that
they have just supported with their spare change.

'l
These same technological improvements are part and parcel with our priority to ensure
that your personal information is safer than ever with us. And one thing hasn’t changed
- we NEVER sell or share your information with other organizations or mailing lists. Rest
assured, if you are getting extra junk mail, it’s not us! We have recently enhanced our
privacy policies, and they are posted on our website for your perusal.
As you come to the final pages of this publication, many of you will find your names, and
the names of your friends and family, on the quarterly donor lists. What a gift this is to us,
and to Rocky Mountain National Park! Know that your gifts are being used as efficiently as
possible, and that we are embracing the latest technologies and best practices to stretch
each gift as far as possible, working to bring new donors into our community of park lovers.
We are proud to report that the Conservancy was recently awarded the Platinum-level
certification with Guidestar, and we received a 100% score on Transparency from Charity
Navigator — the highest marks from the premier raters of public nonprofit organizations
nationwide.

Cheers to a new decade as we look towards our future together, and cheers for these
incredible, wild places that belong to us all.

Best,

cA

Estee Rivera Murdock
Executive Director

Photo: NPS
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Highlights from the
Conservancy Nature Stores

Support Rocky with your purchases at Nature
Stores in the park and online at
RMConservancy.org. Thank you!

YAHTZEE®: National Parks Edition
Adventurers can now pack up their favorite dice
game for on-the-go fun! This unique edition of
Yahtzee features a custom National Parks dice
cup, and dice symbols like a deer, tent, canoe,
hiker, pine trees and binoculars. Ages 8+

Price: $16.95;
Member Price: $14.41

Pendleton RMNP Collection Crew Socks

Your favorite National Park stripes in a comfortable,
mid-weight cotton blend. Cushioned footbeds for year-
round comfort. Cotton/polyester/spandex. Machine
wash, warm, inside out; No bleach; Tumble dry low;
Imported ¢ Medium: Men’s 5-9 / Women’s 6-10
Price: 12.50; Member Price: $10.63

RMNP Appliqué Hooded Sweatshirt
This cozy cream-and-gray hooded sweat
shirt proclaimes ‘Rocky Mountain
National Park’ across the front in a
stylized raised font. ¢ 60% Cotton, 40%
polyester
Price: $45.95; Member Price: $39.06

RMNP Women’s Night Sky Sweatshirt
This snuggly RMNP sweatshirt depicts a A
graphic bear constellation in a starry sky.

e Light blue; 55% cotton, 45% polyester
Price: $32.95; Member Price: $28.01

RMNP Night Sky Bear Blanket
This cozy RMNP sweatshirt-fleece blanket fea-
tures a bear constellation in a dark blue starry sky.
Stay warm! e 54" x 80";
80% cotton, 20% polyester
Price: $36.95 Member Price: $31.41

RMConservancy.org ¢ 970-586-0108

Cover photo

Magical Rough-legged Hawk, Conservancy Member Putney Nature
Images, Longmont, CO

Photos are always appreciated! Scenery, wildlife and wildflowers
greatly enhance this publication, so get out there and take a hike!

Please send high-resolution images to nancy.wilson@
RMConservancy.org by March 1 for publication in the 2020 Spring
Quarterly.

Thank You!

Ask Nancy

Quarterly Editor Nancy Wilson attempts to unearth answers
to any questions asked by Conservancy members and park

visitors. If you are curious about something in or about the
park, email nancy.wilson@RMConservancy.org or write:
Nancy Wilson, Rocky Mountain Conservancy, PO Box 3100,
Estes Park, CO 80517.

Do other animals (besides humans) experience menopause? Cessa-
tion of the physiological ability to reproduce, i.e. menopause, is, at best, rare
in mammals — typically there is a gradual reduction in fertility and reproduc-
tive success as the mammal ages, until death, but not the cessation of spe-
cific hormones and ovum production as seen in humans. Interestingly, recent
findings include evidence that orcas and pilot whales also demonstrate a
form of “menopause” that is similar to humans! — Retired RMNP Wildlife
Biologist Gary Miller

How is this winter’s weather (snow, wind and temperature) stack-
ing up against past weather patterns? Are there any definitive
climate-related conclusions that can be made based on recent data
in the last few years? First, it’s important that people understand that
short-term data — “the last few years” — helps inform climate science,

but cannot be used to extrapolate to definitive climate conclusions (i.e.
someone holding up a snowball is NOT proof that the climate is not warm-
ing). Long-term data is the foundation of climate science, and establishing
“trends” or comparisons from year to year is difficult if one wants to stay
statistically correct. A great online place to compare snow load from year

to year is https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/co/snow/
products/?cid=nrcs144p2_063323. There’s a timeline graph of that year’s
snow load expressed as a percentage of a 10-year average based on a col-
lection of SNOTEL sites throughout a selectable Colorado water drainage. It
paints a good picture of how much snow was received each year and when.
When viewing this data, it’s helpful to look at the last day when snow was
present. There’s a weather station data analysis chart that hangs in a park
resource office that looks at the lowest minimum temperature recorded each
month from November to March from 1948 — 2009 in Grand Lake. It depicts
the frequency of temps below -32 degrees that would normally have the
potential to kill pine beetles. There are 25 occurrences between 1948 and
1990, then no occurrences between 1990 and 2009. But, again, this is not
considered to be enough time, and in only a single sample location, so even
this can’t be used as a scientific gauge for interpreting weather patterns or
climate change. For the committed, there are programs out there that can
mine for 30 years of weather data from accredited RAWS weather stations to
make your own charts and do your own analysis. Beyond that, the Park Ser-
vice’s Natural Resource Stewardship/Science Division (part of the Washing-
ton office) monitors and interprets long-term national/regional climatologi-
cal data as it relates to regions that include specific parks. Long story short,
a report looking at temperature and precipitation from 1900 — 2012 in a
region including Rocky shows these attributes shifting outside an historical
range of variability in our area (just as it is throughout our world), in that the
frequency, magnitude and severity of extreme weather events — and take
your pick of any/all — is increasing. https.//irma.nps.gov/DataStore/Down-
loadFile/497480 — Retired RMNP Wildlife Biologist Gary Miller and RMINP
Fuels Specialist Doug Watry

Which RMNP rangers are armed, and do they have the same
authority as the police? The armed rangers in the park are generally

the patrol staff. They are typically referred to as Protection Rangers, or Law
Enforcement Rangers. These are the rangers who drive marked vehicles, and
have emergency equipment. Generally, Protection Rangers have the same
level of authority within the national parks as a police officer. Protection
Rangers have additional duties including search and rescue and emergency
medical services. Rocky currently has 15 permanent Protection Rangers, and
hires approximately 15-20 additional seasonal Protection Rangers during the
summer/fall season. — RMNP Chief Ranger Mark Pita
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Examining Water (or lack thereof)
and its Effect on Willow
Population Recovery in Rocky

Written and photographed by 2019 RMNP-
Bailey Research Fellow Isabel Shroeter

Trekking through meandering,
willow-lined streamside areas frequented
by hikers and fishers alike, a 20-pound
equipment chamber in hand with a metal
air tank strapped to my backpack, | surely
got some looks from visitors this summer
in Rocky Mountain National Park. This
strange sight, and the many ensuing visitor
interactions, were made possible by the
Rocky Mountain Conservancy, who sup-
ported my scientific inquiries in the park
this past year.

This summer, it was an absolute
pleasure and honor to be the 2019 Rocky
Mountain Conservancy’s RMNP-Bailey
Research Fellow. Each year, the Rocky
Mountain Conservancy and the National
Park Service co-sponsor a graduate re-
search fellowship with a twofold objective:
to promote graduate student-led research
in the park, and to strengthen the in-
terface between the public and science
conducted in the park. Over the years, the
Bailey Research Fellowship has supported
a diverse array of scientific pursuits, in-
cluding: wildlife biology and management,

vegetation studies, fire ecology, cultural
sciences, archeology, historic structures
preservation, geology and history. This
year, the fellowship supported my inqui-
ries surrounding riparian (i.e. streamside)
plant ecology and the restoration of these
dynamic ecosystems.

As | discovered over the course of this
summer, many park visitors are already
familiar with stream-related issues that
managers are tasked with addressing in
the park today. Rocky Mountain National
Park has ecological parallels to the famous
Yellowstone National Park trophic cas-
cade, where the loss of a top predatory
carnivore — wolves — led to a spike in
the elk population, a subsequent decline
in willows due to heavy elk browsing, and
eventually, a loss of willow-dependent
beavers along streams. Many park visitors
have witnessed the trajectory of plants in-
side of the six-foot tall fences that exclude
elk from riparian areas; in places such as
Moraine Park, Horseshoe Park, and in the
Kawuneeche Valley, these fences have
allowed some riparian habitat to dramati-
cally bounce back. Most visitors | encoun-
tered, however, were surprised to hear

that my main research objective was not
to study elk impact directly, but to under-
stand how water was limiting the recovery
of willow populations in the park.
Historically, in montane riparian
ecosystems such as in RMNP, beaver and
riparian plants sustained a mutualistic
relationship: beavers benefitted from wil-
lows for forage and dam-building materi-
als and, in turn, willows benefitted from
the creation of beaver dams, which raise
water table levels and increase flooding
duration and magnitude. Today, with few
beavers present in RMNP, one remaining
constraint in the recovery of riparian veg-
etation is the lack of hydrologic feedbacks
driven by beaver-vegetation relationships
across the landscape. Experimental studies
in Yellowstone National Park suggest that
willow-dominated plant communities are
more likely to approach recovery targets
if they are both enclosed by fencing and
also occur next to a dam that alters local
hydrology. This work motivated RMNP
to begin a pilot project installing a small
number of simulated beaver dams in the
park to assess whether this approach
could improve hydrologic conditions.
However, it is not yet known what level
of restoration is necessary to re-establish
riparian plant communities and support
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the renewal of the beaver-willow relation-
ship necessary for long-term sustainability
of these ecosystems.

The duration and magnitude of hu-
man intervention needed in restoration
efforts depends in part upon how much
riparian plants depend on the excess
water afforded by beaver dams. With the
support of the Bailey Research Fellow-
ship, | began investigating
plant-water relations in the
summer of 2019. Beginning
in May, | partnered with the
Rocky Mountain Inventory
and Monitoring Network
and the Elk Vegetation and

long-term monitoring sites
spanning a gradient of eco-
logical conditions — ranging
from target or “reference”
sites with tall willows and recent beaver
activity, to managed sites that fence out
elk or simulate beaver dams, to degraded
sites, such as areas of Moraine Park that
have transitioned to a grassland state.
Across 17 sites spanning from Wild Basin
to the Kawuneeche Valley, we began dig-
ging into which plants were there and how
they were affected by water limitation.

With the help of two undergraduate
field assistants from Colorado University,
Boulder, Jo Kuykendall and Jacob Roberts,
I surveyed the plant community, her-
bivory levels, and hydrology at each site. |
estimated the relative cover of each plant
species within a 100 m? plot, and tracked
how much elk and moose browsing had
occurred on woody species such as wil-
lows (Salix spp.), alder (Alnus incana ssp.
tenuifolia), and quaking aspen (Populus
tremuloides) via the amount of dead,
crown dieback, and live-browsed stems. To
assess hydrologic conditions, | measured
the depth to the groundwater table in the
1-2- meter-deep PVC monitoring wells es-
tablished for monitoring water-table depth
and measured volumetric water content in
the top layer of soil.

Within the context of these site
characteristics across the reference,
managed and degraded systems, | used
plant physiological metrics to assess the
water status of resident woody species.
This involved backpacking out to my sites
with a classic piece of equipment — the
Scholander pressure chamber — and a
compressed tank of nitrogen gas to fill
the chamber. This instrument assesses

We will ultimately
understand not
only how, but why
different species are
Management Team to survey Ilkely to respond to
altered hydrology
in the park.

how much pressure is required to force
water out of a small branch, and taken at
peak temperature and light conditions,

it provides an indication of how much
water stress a plant is experiencing: more
pressure means higher stress. | also used
an instrument called a leaf porometer

to measure how much water individuals
were releasing through the pores on their
leaves (i.e. stomata) during
photosynthesis. Given the
lack of beaver mediated-
hydrology at most of my
managed and degraded sites,
| expected the focal woody
species of interest — willows
(Salix spp.) — to demon-
strate a level of water status
(water potential) that would
be damaging to the hydraulic
architecture of these plants.

Preliminary data analysis indicates
that willows were actually fairly hydrated
across all of my sites, and were not draw-
ing water from the soil very strongly. In-
stead, these plants appear to be operating
in a relatively safe range of water poten-
tials, not passing previously published
values for closely related species that have
been shown to cause substantial hydraulic
failure.

However, these willows did appear to
demonstrate some regulation of water
loss via their stomata. Because stoma-
tal pores on the leaf surface control
both the rate of photosynthesis (higher
when open) and water loss (lower
when closed), a classic trade-off occurs
between how fast a plant can grow and
how well a plant can tolerate drought.
Willows seem to place on one end of
this spectrum, avoiding excessive water
loss at the cost of reduced photosyn-
thesis during dry periods. Interestingly,
willows at degraded sites demonstrated
an increased degree of stomatal regula-
tion, suggesting that water limitation
could be one reason why willows in
these areas are remaining short, with
few branches and leaves, and not
reaching recovery targets.

Although the field season and
support from the Bailey Fellowship

stems of willows and analyzed for certain
chemical properties, specifically hydrogen
and oxygen stable isotopes, will provide
an indication from where these plants are
getting their water: deeper groundwater,
stream water, rain, snowmelt, or a combi-
nation of multiple sources.

By integrating this plant physiology
dataset with long-term park survey data, |
will be able to work with the National Park
Service to assess the status and future tra-
jectories of these riparian ecosystems in a
new, more mechanistic way. We will ulti-
mately understand not only how, but why
different species are likely to respond to
altered hydrology in the park. | am hopeful
that these efforts will go a long way in
providing the critical information that park
managers need to make decisions regard-
ing riparian management — and simulated
beaver dam restoration.

| am very grateful for the opportuni-
ties that both the Rocky Mountain Conser-
vancy and Rocky Mountain National Park
have provided through the Bailey Research
Fellowship. This first summer spent out
along the iconic streams of Rocky collecting
my first round of data was an invaluable
experience. | look forward to continuing
this avenue of research in RMNP for my
dissertation, working with the park, and
interfacing with the public along the way.

has come to a close this year, further
processing of leaf and stem samples

in the lab this winter will continue to
uncover how these willows may re-
spond to varying hydrologic conditions.
In addition, water extracted from the

The main scientific device Isabel used to measure plant
water status in the field. This instrument — the Scholan-
der Pressure chamber — is a classic piece of plant physi-
ological equipment. It assesses how much pressure is
required to force water out of a small branch, and taken
at peak temperature and light conditions, it provides an
indication of how much water stress a plant is experi-
encing — more pressure means higher stress.

Support Rocky’s resource management programs by donating to the Conservancy’s Greenhouse Endowment
RMConservancy.org, or call 970-586-0108
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Hiking in the Wilderness:
Practicing Preservation

Stay On The Trail

The greatest damage to resource
comes from straying off the
marked trails. Hiking trails are
designed to make hiking safer and
to protect park natural resources
by reducing unwanted social trails
that result in erosion and damage
to the plants. But fear not! Great
effort is made to place trails in the
most efficient and scenic areas.

If hiking off-trail is necessary, as

in extreme backcountry areas,

for example, step on rocks where
possible, and spread out across an
area to reduce potential trampling.

Photo: NPS/Karen Daugherty

Choose Your Picnic Spot Carefully
Some of the front country trails in the park have
designated areas where people can enjoy a picnic
which protects the area from excessive trampling.
When it’s time for lunch in the backcountry, look
for natural clearings or flat rocks to set up your
picnic, and never start fires anywhere except in
designated campground areas. And while ground
squirrels and chipmunks might pander for a treat,
it’s against the law to feed them — and human
food can and does kill these wild creatures! These
little critters can get very aggressive and will
harass other visitors to the area as well.

Leave What You Find

leave only footprints.

Photo: NPS/Richard Youngblood

Photo: Marlene Borneman

Picking flowers and leaves or stones,

or absconding with other souvenirs
found in the park isn’t a good idea — in
fact, in the national parks, it’s not even
legal. Rocky is a place for everyone to
discover and enjoy — take photos, but

Hiking is a great way to get exercise.
Millions of people hit the trails every
year to enjoy dayhikes and multiple-
day treks in national parks and in
other public lands across the country.
Understandably, all that traffic through
the wilderness takes its toll on the
landscape. And while there’s no way
to avoid some wear-and-tear twhen
that many people are hiking, there are
things that individual hikers can do
to minimize their impact, and help

to preserve the natural world. Practice
these 5 things whenever you're out
hiking, and protect nature with every
step!

Pack It In — Pack It Out

You might be surprised at how

many hikers think it’s acceptable

to leave behind food wrappers,

bits of food, sandwich bags, .
and other trash. News Flash: it’s
not. No one likes to encounter
another person’s trash in an
otherwise pristine environment.
Some trails have trash bins at the
trailheads so hikers can throw
away their trash. Please — never
litter on the trail. If you pack it in,
pack it out.

leave no trace

Keep Dogs Leashed and Off Trails

Hiking with a dog is a lot of fun, and it’s great exercise for
both you AND your dog. In Rocky, however, dogs are only
allowed on park roads — not on any of the trails. (Keep in
mind that Old Fall River Road is technically a trail during
the summer, but
itis aroadin the
winter!) Luck-

ily, there’s a lot

of Forest Service
land around the
park, and it’s easy
to find beautiful
trails nearby that
welcome dogs.
Please remember:
Wherever you are,
always keep your
dog on a leash y
so that it doesn’t b 3
chase animals or Photo: NPS/Ann Schonlau
annoy other hikers. And please —

carry extra bags to clean up and throw your dog’s waste
properly.

|

Adapted from Personal Injury Help, an
organization dedicated to providing safety
information to the public by Rachel Gaffney.

Support trail improvements in Rocky by donating to the Conservancy Trails Fund
RMConservancy.org, or call 970-586-0108
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Conservancy Supports
Rocky Museum With

Herbarium Documentation Talent

by RMINP Curator Kelly Cahill

The Rocky Mountain National Park
(RMNP) Museum and Archives program,
located in the park’s east side Utility Area,
documents a wide range of resources of
the park, from natural resources speci-
mens and archeological and historical
objects to park management records and
photo albums. This year, the Rocky Moun-
tain Conservancy has partnered with the
museum program in innovative ways.

One notable project sponsored by
the Conservancy is the photo documenta-
tion of park herbarium specimens. Denise
Gazawie, summer manager of the RMNP
greenhouse, worked in museum collec-
tions in 2019 under an agreement with
RMNP and the Conservancy. Her work
greatly assisted the documentation pro-
gram for this museum program by photo-
graphing the herbarium collections, as well
as individual herbarium sheets. Her efforts
included photography, photo editing, and
adding these photos to museum catalog
records. Additional projects included iden-
tifying incongruities with names, locations
and taxonomy for each sheet.

Denise’s work ensures that a large
number of goals for the park’s herbarium
collection are accomplished, including:
€ High-quality digital photographs, with
good lighting and high resolution

Denise Gazawie sets up a photograph
for herbarium curation.

€ Photographs standardized in
format, size and appearance
€ Documentation of the condition
of individual specimens in 2019 for a
condition assessment, i.e. a snapshot
in time
€ Digital images added to the museum
catalog records in the Interior Collec-
tion Management System (ICMS)
€ Documentation of the physical loca-
tions of individual specimens
€ Documentation of the scientific
names of individual specimens
€ Identification of data-management
errors and gaps, including:
% Specimens on loan/not on loan,
and location gaps
€ Taxonomic information, citations
in naming conventions
% |dentifying quantities of specimens
needing expert annotation
¢ Identification of the extent of needed
annotation by a botanist for ICMS
¢ Observations about future needs of
the herbarium, in coordination with park
botanists

Of the 5,288 plant voucher
specimens in the park herbari-
um, Denise photographed 2,250
herbarium sheets and plans to
photograph 2,000 more. The re-
maining specimens are lichens,
liverworts and fungi.

Additional collaborative
projects with the Conservancy
are ongoing and will be complet-
ed in 2020, including museum
storage enhancements and
processing archives. The park
and the Conservancy are also
funding an art-storage installa-
tion in the Museum Research
Facility, which will both improve
access and protection of Artist-
in-Residence photographic,
painted, and fabric artworks.

The second project includes
processing federal cultural re-
source management records into
park archives. With this effort,
an easy-to-use finding aid will be
generated, describing records
to the folder level. Finding aids
support access and standard-

Sample of a finished herbarium sheet

izes descriptions, help researchers and staff
investigate records, and analyze and compose
narratives about park resources.

Go to RMConservancy.org to find classes online
Summer is just around the corner,

and the Rocky Mountain Conservancy —
Field Institute is primed for another season

of educational adventures in
Rocky Mountain National Park!

Check out these new programs!

Fri [ssrimuny

2020 Field Institute Catalog

Need a catalog to choose great classes in
Rocky Mountain National Park?

Send us an email at: info@fieldinstitute.org

or call us at 970-586-3262.
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elt: Ice Patch Archaeology

An ancient “ice
tree” melting out
from the smaller
ice patch located
in the central area
of the park.

In Rocky Mountain National Park

by Dr. Jason M. LaBelle, director, Center
for Mountain and Plains Archaeology and
Associate Professor, Department of
Anthropology and Geography, Colorado
State University, Ft. Collins, Colorado, with
Kelton A. Meyer

During the past 25 years, scientists
have documented the rapid melting
of glaciers and ice fields throughout
North America using a combination of
time-lapse photography and perimeter
mapping. This work has taken on great im-
portance, as increasing temperatures has
accelerated the pacing of this melt, and
made it painfully clear to geoscientists
that time is running out to collect data
from these paleoclimatic warehouses.
Archaeologists are particularly interested
in these ice features as they have yielded
amazing discoveries around the world,
including hunting equipment, clothing,
animal remains, and the world famous
Otzi, a frozen mummy from the Italian
Alps, dating to 5,300 years before present.

An ice patch studied in the central region of the
park, which represents a typical-sized ice patch.

Py [

Rocky Mountain National Park con-
tains a small number of mountain glaciers,
with well-known examples including
Rowe Glacier in the Mummy Range, and
Andrews Glacier near Bear Lake. Smaller
ice bodies, called ice patches, are also
found in the park. These are defined as
permanent snow fields, smaller than
glaciers and stationery in position. They
represent persistent places of late-lying
snow, where the summer heat fails to
fully melt the standing snow before the
first snows of late September and early
October. Ice patches tend to be found
along north- and east-facing slopes,
and in small depressions that season-
ally insulate the snow. While some ice
patches are found on steep slopes,
others are in flatter terrain, and those,
in particular, are major attractants to
animals utilizing the high country.

The Center for Mountain and Plains
Archaeology recently conducted a four-
year study of the ice patches of Rocky
Mountain National Park, from 2015-
2018. During this span, research
teams of graduate and undergraduate
students backpacked into remote areas
of the park to survey 30 ice-patch
localities. The goal was to collect
baseline data about these ice patches
for the park biologists by documenting
the size and shape of the patches, and
to record what was melting out of the
ice. Animal bones and other biological
items were anticipated, but we hoped
to find artifacts lost by ancient Native
American hunters of the high country.
It is critical to collect these data now,
as biological materials trapped in

these ice patches quickly decompose once
the ice patches fully melt.

The project was a resounding success.
Twenty-seven students and volunteers
participated in this work and collectively
mapped 329 items (mostly biological)
melting from the ice. Twelve radiocarbon

Quartzite stone flake from the Front Range

found in the North Fork of the Thompson River

dates were processed (now totaling 21
dates for the park’s ice patches), providing
chronological estimates for the minimum
ages of the ice patches.

Several important discoveries were
made during this project. For example, an
isolated patch of “ice trees” was discov-
ered at a site located west of the Conti-
nental Divide Trail and between Otis and
Hallett peaks, in the central portion of the
park. We documented the ice patch dur-
ing two trips in 2016 and 2018, mapping
the perimeter of the ice patch, as well
as the locations of four tree trunks, and
many more fragmentary wooden pieces,
melting from the ice. These trees are
located above the modern-day tree level,
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suggesting that environmental condi-
tions were different when these
trees were alive — likely warmer but
perhaps with different precipitation
regimes. We have not radiocarbon
dated these particular trees yet (we
are seeking additional funding), but
archaeologists have dated another
group of ice trees in the Mummy
Range at the northern edge of

the park. These trees, located 145
meters above the modern tree line,
date to 4,200 years before present.

Nearly half of the ice patches we
surveyed contained animal bones,
believed to represent natural deaths
of animals in the vicinity of the snow.
Commonly identified species include
elk, deer, bighorn sheep and even
bison. The bison bones were an excit-
ing find, as many people associate bi-
son with the Great Plains or perhaps
with mountainous basins like Middle
Park or North Park. However, we
recovered bison from three different
ice patches (and another adjacent
ridgeline) and their presence demon-
strates ancient bison inhabiting the
alpine ecosystem, with radiocarbon
dating documenting this use for the
last 3,500 years.

Biologists throughout the
mountains of North America have
observed frequent use of ice patches
by elk, caribou and bighorn sheep
during the warm summer months.
The ice patches provide relief from
insects as well as the heat. Archae-
ologists in the northern Rockies and
the Yukon have recovered hunting
equipment from many of these ice
patches, some dating back 10,000
years ago, and interpreted to rep-
resent hunting equipment (arrows,

A bison metacarpal (lower leg bone) found melting out of
an ice patch in the Mummy Range.

darts) lost in the snow. These tools
were probably missed shots, where
the arrow missed the animal target
and left the shaft lodged deep in
the snowbank, inaccessible to the
ancient hunter.

Many miles were spent hiking to
the ice patches and searching their
melt zones for human artifacts, but
as mentioned, most contained bio-
logical items only. Persistence finally
paid off, however, and a palm-sized
stone flake was found melting out of
an ice patch on one of our last trips
to the park. This particular spot,
located in the North Fork of the
Thompson River, is quite steep and
difficult to access. The stone flake
is made of a quartzite (metamor-
phosed sandstone) that comes from
the hogbacks of the Front Range,
much closer to Boulder/Fort Collins
than to the heights of the park. It is
not diagnostic to a specific era of the
prehistoric Native American past, as
it was abandoned with only mini-
mal alteration and is a general-use
tool. Yet, it is clearly a human-made
item, and one that was carried on an
extended trip to an ice patch within
the park.

The ice patches of Rocky
Mountain National Park have begun
to yield their stories. Park biologists
now have baseline data on these 30
locations which will enable them to
be monitored in the coming decades
for additional finds. Our research
documents ancient forests, bison
traversing the alpine high country,
and human hunters venturing to the
headwaters of Front Range rivers.
None of this work would be possible
without the melting of the ice, an
ironic benefit of the
rapid warming
of our planet.

Author
acknowledgements:
We would like to thank
the field crews for all
their efforts on this
project, as well as the
Continental Divide Re-
search Learning Center
for principal project
funding, and the Jim
and Audrey Benedict
Fund for Mountain
Archaeology (CSU) for
supplemental funding.

Kudos for Rocky Interpretive Ranger
Kathy Brazelton!

On November 12, 2019, Kathy Brazelton, Rocky Moun-
tain National Park’s East District Interpreter, was honored
by the National Association of Interpretation with the 2019
Thomas Say Award. The award, named after famous natural-
ist Thomas Say (1787-1834), honors naturalists who have
demonstrated the highest accomplishments of the interpre-
tive profession, and who have inspired greater understand-
ing, awareness and stewardship for our natural resources.

Kathy’s love of the outdoors began as a child and
continued through her college years. She studied forestry
and natural resources at Colorado State University, and then
went on to earn two masters degrees from Southern Oregon
University in education and plant ecology. She began her 30-
year career in the National Park Service writing educational
curriculum for Redwood National Park in California, and has
gone on to work at several other National Park Service sites,
including Timpanogos Cave, Great Sand Dunes, and Floris-
sant Fossil Beds. For the last 18 years, Kathy has worked at
Rocky Mountain National Park and lived in Estes Park.

Kathy is the consummate naturalist. Her love of the
natural world, and those that write and philosophize about
it, is imbued in everything that surrounds her. From her car
(coated in “Tree Hugger” and “Park Geek” bumper stickers)
to her office (covered in quotes by Muir, Mills, Abbey and
the like) to her home (with books about everything from
ravens to Ranunculaceae), Kathy’s life is about learning,
connecting with, teaching about, and protecting the living
things in our world.

More than this, though, Kathy is a resource, an example,
and a mentor to those around her. At Rocky, when you have
a question about the natural world, you ask Kathy. “What
flower is that?” “Ask KB!” “Why is that bird doing that?”
“Kathy knows!” “What’s the park policy on wildlife manage-
ment?” “You should ask Kathy!” She delights in exploring and
explaining how the natural world works, and how to best
interpret it for visitors. She is constantly taking classes to con-
tinually increase her knowledge of relevant park and global
environmental topics, and she is a persistent voice for the
value of naturalist training for park interpreters. Her guidance
for her employees ensures that they continue to increase
their knowledge of park flora and fauna to better connect
park visitors with the natural world they are coming to see.

Enos Mills said “The forests are the flags of Nature.
They appeal to all and awaken inspiring universal feelings.
Enter the forest and the boundaries of nations are forgotten.
It may be that sometime an immortal pine will be the flag of
a united and peaceful world.” While the forests are the flags
of nature, Kathy Brazelton is a passionate and knowledge-
able guide to lead us through them.

Support Rocky’s NGF education programs at RMConservancy.org, or call 970-586-0108
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A Unique Partnership
Rocky’s Resident
Hotshot Crew:
An Origins Story

by Shelley Hall

The subject of wildfires is all too
familiar to people who live and recreate
in the West. The risk of fires is year-round.
Even during the winter, the water content
and melting rates can dictate how
early the next fire season starts. In
Rocky, winter provides an excel-
lent opportunity with the perfect
conditions for fire mitigation work.
Burning slash piles is one of the
strategies the park uses for fire miti-
gation, and there are many standing
piles along the road to Bear Lake.

In 2012, Cub Lake experi-
enced one of the biggest and most
intense fires in the park’s recent
history. This fall, | hiked around Cub Lake
and observed signs of the fire, and up to
Bierstadt Lake which has several large
slash piles that are set up for burning. It
was interesting to see, almost simultane-
ously, one area recovering from a fire and
another area undergoing mitigation work,
both immediately before my interview
with Superintendent James Champ of the
Alpine Interagency Hotshot Crew (IHC).
This agency partners with Rocky Moun-
tain National Park in a symbiotic way that
provides fire protection for Rocky during
wildfire events, while the park provides
a base for the crews that travel to fires
throughout the West as needed. | wanted
to learn more about hotshot crews and
how they operate within a national park.

A quick Hotshot History overview: Or-
ganized wildland fire suppression crews of
today have their earliest roots in the fire
crew teams established in the early 1900s
by the U.S. Forest Service. The idea of re-
gional fire suppression crews was adopted
and transformed in the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps (CCC) which was established in
1933 by President Franklin D. Roosevelt.
The CCC was a public work-relief program,
and a part of Roosevelt’s New Deal initi-
ated during the Great Depression. These
crews were used for wildfire suppression
until 1942 when the CCC was disbanded.

NATIONAL

PARK
SERVICE

Interagency Hotshot Crews:
e 1939: The U.S For-

est Service established a
40-person fire-suppression crew located
on the Siskiyou National Forest in south-
western Oregon.

1946: A fire-suppression crew admin-
istered by the San Bernardino National
Forest was renamed the Del Rosa Hot-
shots.

e 1948: The U.S. Forest Service es-
tablished its own hotshot crew. The Los
Padres Hotshots were organized in Santa
Barbara, California.

e 1961: The Interregional Fire Suppres-
sion Crew program (IRFS) established six
30-person “IR” (U.S. Forest Service Inter-
Regional) crews across the West.

1969: 14 more IR crews were estab-
lished.

e 1982: IR crews adopted the title of
Interagency Hotshot Crew (IHC) starting
with the California crews.

The first National Park Service
Hotshot Crew Program was initiated in
1981 after the 1978 Ouzel Fire in Rocky
Mountain National Park. It was intended
to address the National Park Service need
to have dedicated professional hand
crews available, as IR/Hotshot crews from
the U.S. Forest Service were not always
available. It would also provide much-
needed crews for the available pool of
national firefighting resources. National
Park Service (NPS) Fire Program Manager

The Hunter Peak Fire near Cody WY on the Shoshone National Forest, 2016

A brief history of today’s

Dave Butts and NPS Fire Management
Specialist Bob Sellers were instrumental
in modernizing the NPS fire management
program which included the NPS Hotshot
Crew Program.

Three Park Service crews were estab-
lished in 1981, identified as Arrowhead 1
(based in Arizona), Arrowhead 2 (based
in California), and Arrowhead 3 (based in
Wyoming). In 1982, the Arrowhead 1 crew
changed its name to Alpine Hotshots to
more closely align with the snow-capped
mountains in the NPS arrowhead logo. In
1984, the Arrowhead 3 crew in Wyoming
was disbanded.

Here’s how the first superintendent
of the Alpine IHC, Jon Larson, recalls the
hubbub around the name change:

Confusion resulted from originally
naming the crews Arrowhead 1, 2 and 3,
largely because organized hand-crews at
that time were designated as category
1, 2 or 3 (today crews are categorized
as type-1 or type-2). In 1982, Sellers told
the three crew superintendents to choose
names based upon elements found in the
NPS arrowhead logo. “Cook aced me out
on Arrowhead,” said Larson. “Then the
name ‘mountaineers’ was brought up,
and | immediately said ‘no way.” We didn’t
want anyone calling us the mouseketeers.”
As a result, Arrowhead 1 Interregional
Crew became the Alpine Hotshots in 1982.

Jon Larson was a fire operations
specialist at the Boise Interagency Fire
Center (BIFC) in 1981 when the National
Park Service was looking to hire three
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interregional crew superintendents. The
original position was listed as temporary,
and Jon already had a career appointment
job, but he took the chance that this new
position would eventually lead to the
same employment status. Jon had worked
fires with Bob Sellers and had just finished
project work for him the previous winter,
so he already knew one of the founders of
the program.

In the first year, Larson remembers
how it was necessary to gain credibility
with the long-established Forest Service
Hotshot crews through cooperation
and hard work. He was also aware that
he needed to establish good working
relationships within the national parks
themselves, since the new hotshot crew
concept had originated on a national
level, and individual parks were still buy-
ing in to the idea.

Larson’s first crew (Arrowhead 1,
later renamed Alpine Hotshots) consisted
of himself, three squad bosses and 16
crew members. They started in the Grand
Canyon knowing that they’d be mov-
ing around as needed as the fire season
progressed. Fire training opportunities
were limited in the Grand Canyon because
of tree density, so Larson and his crew
drove to the Coconino National Forest of
Arizona to practice handline construction
drills and chainsaw techniques.

In June of 1981, Arrowhead 1 Interre-
gional Crew responded to its first assign-
ment in Florida’s Big Cypress National Pre-
serve. They fought two other fires in that
area that season and kept busy with park
projects in between. This ultimately
led managers at Big Cypress to start
relying on this crew for a lot of other
projects, leaving the preserve disap-
pointed when the crew had to return
to Grand Canyon National Park.

The Park Service was new to
the idea of hotshot crews and how
best to utilize them, so Bob Sellers
worked with the Service to coordi-
nate crews for projects around many
different parks. After watching the
crews work, the Park Service realized
the importance of keeping the crew
members together as a whole team,
all the time, to optimize productivity
on fires and with park projects.

The Hotshot crew uniforms were
another element to be addressed. The Park
Service has strict requirements for their
employees, but there were no standards for
fire crew uniforms. Bob Sellers got a waiver

The Badger Creek Fire on the Medicine Bow/ Routt National Forest in Wyoming, 2018.

so they could wear flame-resistant Nomex
fire pants and crew t-shirts, a uniform
eventually accepted as the NPS ‘Class B’
Uniform. Standard NPS uniform shirts and
hats were still worn on special occasions.
Jim “JP” Mattingly was on the second
crew that worked for Larson starting
in 1982. He left the U.S. Forest Service
Prescott Hotshot crew and worked for
the Bison Hotshot Crew in 1983-84. He
was significantly involved in selecting the
park that would permanently house the
Alpine Hotshot crew. There were about
nine proposals that were submitted, with
Rocky Mountain National Park the only

one to propose new housing construction.

The Coffee Fire in California on the Shasta Trinity National
Forest, 2014

This made them the top choice.

The Alpine IHC crew found a per-
manent home at RMNP in 1993 after
many years working at other locations.
Permanent housing finally brought a level

of continuity and a more settled feel-
ing to the crew. Initially, there was some
concern on the part of some of the park
management staff because the crew came
with a separate budget authorization from
the NPS Fire and Aviation Management
Office in Boise (the national office). But
once that hurdle was jumped, the overall
support for the hotshot crew was positive,
and the crew reciprocated by providing
significant additional labor for park proj-
ects when they weren’t assigned to fires.
I've been hiking in the park since
1973, and | have a lot of respect for the
fire skills that are needed to manage such
a large area, and in some incredibly chal-
lenging terrain. And as a mountain
homeowner, | can attest to the fact
that one can never really quit work-
ing on fire mitigation. These Hotshot
crews deserve many thanks for keep-
ing RMNP safe and accessible.

For more details about the
Hotshot program history, and about
specific work done around Rocky
Mountain National Park, go to www.
nps.gov/romo/learn/management/
why_alpine.htm

With many thanks to the current Alpine
IHC Superintendent James Champ, Jim
(JP) Mattingly, and Dave Niemi, all of
whom fed me stories and historical infor-
mation for this article.

Shelley Hall is a resident of Vail and an enthu-
siastic supporter of the work the Conservancy,
park employees and volunteers do.
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Congratulations Are In Order!

Rocky Mountain National Park’s
Distance Learning Education
Program Receives Two Awards

by RMNP Education Program Manager
Katie Phillips

Distance and bus transportation fund-
ing shortages no longer keep schools from
“visiting” their national park. Through uti-
lizing basic video conferencing platforms
such as Google, Zoom and Skype, students
across the country (and the world!) get
a chance to sit down with a ranger to
explore various topics relevant to Rocky
Mountain National Park.

These curriculum-based programs
include topics that challenge students to
investigate the four ecosystems of Rocky,
research ranger career opportunities, and
delve into the fascinating world of winter.
All that’s required of a school is to have
access to a webcam, projector, and a com-
puter with a good internet connection.

These distance-learning programs
have already reached more than 3,000
learners in locations across
the country and the world,
including Vermont, Colo-
rado, California, Georgia,
Wisconsin, Montana, Brit-
ish Columbia, Puerto Rico
and China. None of these
experiences would be pos-
sible without the support of
the Rocky Mountain Con-
servancy’s Next Generation
Fund (NGF). For it’s the
Education Technicians and Interns funded
by NGF that assist with planning and pre-
senting these award-winning programs.

Distance-learning programs are a fresh,
fun and interactive take on the traditional
classroom setting. Through this venue,
Rocky rangers challenge students to get
up and move while they learn, collaborate
with their peers, and encourage students to
discuss current global issues together.

To further their personal experience,
at the end of every program students are
given the opportunity to ask the rangers
questions, a segment rangers find incred-
ibly valuable to the students. Distance
Learning Education Ranger Kathryn Fergu-
son has this to say:

Through this venue,
Rocky rangers challenge
students to get up and
move while they learn,
collaborate with their
peers, and encourage
students to discuss
current global
issues together.

“Hands down my favorite
portion of every program is

the question-and-answer time
at the end. Not only are they
being pushed to think outside
the box and make connections,
they’re being given an often rare
opportunity to ask a ranger their question
live! You never know what questions you’ll
get — which really keeps me on my toes!”

Rocky’s Education program is proud to
have developed this new way to connect
with students that otherwise may never
have had the opportunity to visit Rocky
Mountain National Park. And others most
definitively agree. Recently, Rocky’s Distance
Learning Education Program was awarded
two prestigious awards — the CILC Pinnacle
Award and the 2018 CAEE Innovative Envi-
ronmental Education Program Award.

The Center for Interactive Learn-
ing and Collaboration (CILC)
Pinnacle Award recognizes
CILC content providers from
around the world who have
received outstanding rat-
ings on program evaluations
completed by educators and
activity directors. This year’s
winners represent museums,
science centers, art galler-
ies, zoos, aquariums, musi-
cians and authors. All have
delivered remarkable quality educational
content and demonstrated exceptional skill
with program delivery.

The Colorado Alliance for Envi-
ronmental Education (CAEE) has more
than 850 members across the state in
classrooms, nonprofits, nature centers,
government agencies, higher education,
businesses, and more — all working to
advance environmental education. Each
year, individuals and organizations from
around the state of Colorado are recog-
nized and honored for their hard work and
dedication in the field of environmental
education. Awards honor and celebrate
environmental education programs, the
lifetime accomplishments of an individual

on screen.

Students at Solvay High School in New York interact with
Distance Learning Eudcation Ranger Kathryn Ferguson

Photo: NPS

Teachers from across the country
rave about the level of
engagement presented through
the screen by rangers:

“We loved this program and will defi-
nitely do it again! One student described
the experience as “phenomenal”! (The
ranger) was able to keep my students
focused for an hour!!! That’s not easily
done.”

-2nd grade teacher, South Carolina.

“I absolutely loved having the oppor-
tunity for my students to virtually tour
Rocky Mountain National Park. Your
program added in more movement than
I could have imagined, and the students
were in awe of some of the footage. The
students were engaged in the tour while
speaking with one of the park’s official,
very knowledgeable rangers, and the
videos helped created connections and
feelings like we were in the park. Thank
you very much for such a great opportu-
nity!”

- 3rd grade teacher, Colorado

in the field of environmental education,
and retiring environmental educators.

Ultimately, Rocky’s education pro-
grams are successful when they are con-
necting future stewards to their national
parks. Being able to connect with a park
ranger across the country with such ease
is an exciting step toward achieving this
goal. Rocky’s education program staff is
proud to be on the cutting edge of creat-
ing tomorrow’s park stewards!

Visit the park’s website at www.nps.
gov/romo/learn/education/learning/in-
dex.htm to learn more about the specific
distance-learning programs that the park
is offering.
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(Coming of Age continued from page 1)

working in and living adjacent to Rocky
Mountain National Park. How did | devel-
op this relationship with the outdoors?
As a graduate student at Colorado State
University (CSU), | investigated this very
question during my project work with the
Conservancy: How do we connect people
with the outdoors and foster an environ-
mental ethic in the process?

My graduate work at CSU allowed
me to use evaluations from the Conser-
vation Corps and High School Leadership
Corps programs to try and address this
question. From a research perspective,
the two programs served as great case
studies. Both hosted diverse groups of
youth and young adults in immersive
nature-based programming. Both are
rooted in developing the next genera-
tion of public land stewards. And from a
programmatic perspective, understand-
ing what aspects of the programs helped
connect people to the outdoors could
only make the work more effective.

To improve the evaluations, | dove
deep into the field of “conservation psy-
chology.” | read study after study about
how academics researched the topic, what
other programs have done, and what
conclusions had already been reached.
The more research | reviewed, the fewer
answers | found. Like most things, the an-
swer is not simple. There is not one recipe
to help connect people with the outdoors.
It is not enough to simply place someone
outside, nor to merely educate them about
the natural world. For someone to truly
connect with the outdoors, it requires a
multitude of less tangible ingredients.

In the end, the program evalua-
tions were expanded to ask several
questions related to conservation
psychology. The Conservancy now
tracks changes in people’s connec-
tions to nature, interest in outdoor
recreation, understanding of public
land stewardship, and intent to
continue conservation-based activi-
ties. Each of these inquiries includes
a qualitative response soliciting for

why a change has or hasn’t occurred.
In the three years since these
evaluations have been in place, the
Conservancy staff has been fortunate
to learn that we are, in fact, moving
the needle. Youth and young adults
leave the programs with an increased

Enjoying the summit of Fairchild Mountain while attempting the Mummy Kill (that is,
summiting all the Mummy Range peaks in one go) on July 4, 2014.

connection to nature, a developed interest
in outdoor recreation, a greater under-
standing of public land stewardship, and a
refreshed desire to continue conservation-
based activities. Some of the reasons
behind these changes seem obvious. For
example, members cite increased time out-
side, more understanding of human impact,
and an increased awareness of public land
agencies.

Less obvious among the results is
the link between members’ relationships
with nature and their social connection
with others. Time and time again, crew
members cited the social setting of the
program as a major determinant of how
their relationship with nature evolved.
Responses included such comments as
“being surrounded by like-minded indi-
viduals” and “being pushed to try new
outdoor activities with my crew.”

Stepping away from my work at the

Geoff sharing his passion for rivers with stepson Leo on
a rafting trip down the Colorado River.

Conservancy, | can now see that this “social
factor” was also crucial in how my relation-
ship with nature changed over time, mor-
phing as my social circle evolved. | would
even go so far as to say that my relationship
with other people defined my relationship
with the outdoors. | can clearly see that my
relationship with nature has consistently
evolved from my immediate reality. And
at some fundamental level, | find that | am
resistant to this admission. | want to claim
that my relationship with nature has always
been my own. | want to identify with iconic
naturalists and philosophers like Henry Da-
vid Thoreau and John Muir, who prioritized
solitude in the natural world.
Pragmatically, however, this is what it
is. Humans are social creatures. We thrive
on the communities and networks we
exist within. Everyone defines their own
social circle differently, but we all have
one, and the people around us contribute
to who we are. For me, my family
connected me with fly-fishing,
a childhood friend gave me a
longing for the West, and college
roommates brought me into the
mountains. Without these social
incentives, I'd likely be living in a
suburban New England with very
limited awareness of the natural
world, public lands, and conser-
vation. | am thankful for these
coming-of-age moments and
grateful to those who guided me
along the way.

Nature. Pass it on.

Geoff Elliot is the Conservation
Director at the Rocky Mountain
Conservancy.
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The Rocky Mountain Conservancy
expresses special thanks to the following
people for their donations supporting
Rocky Mountain National Park:

October 3, 2019 - January 2, 2020

Conservancy

Beth Abbott, Conway, AR
Accenture Foundation, Inc. Employee
Giving Campaign/Laura Weiss, Elgin, IL

Tom and Renee Adams, Greeley, CO
Steve and Linda Adorn, Hudson, WI
AE Design, Denver, CO:

In honor of Jon Brooks
Mathieu and Mary Agee, Nashville, TN
Dale Agger, Fort Collins, CO
Teresa and Steven Ahrenholz, Cincinnati, OH
Barbara Ahrens and Raymond Hauschel,
Grand Lake, CO
Colin Albers, Broomfield, CO
David M. Alexander, Saint Louis, MO
Mary and James Alfred, La Grange Park, IL
Kenneth and Donna Allen, Estes Park, CO
Michael Allen, Boulder, CO
James Allison, Centennial, CO:

In memory of Boo Maltby
Bill and Nancy Almond, Estes Park, CO
AmazonSmile Foundation, Seattle, WA

American Endowment Foundation/
Leslie and Neil Alexander, Nashville, TN
Rachel and Andy Ames, Boulder, CO
Judith and Wayne Andersen, Estes Park, CO
Kristen Andersen, Aurora, CO
Bruce W. Anderson, Austin, TX:

In memory of Warren Anderson
Roger Walton and Helen Anderson,
Lakewood, CO
Philip and Vickie Anderson, Thornton, CO
Christine Angrick, Longmont, CO
Alfred Angulo and Mary Sanders,
Fayetteville, AR
Cindy and Wayne Anthofer, Denver, CO
Jennifer Appelt, Nashville, TN:

In memory of Glenn D. Appelt
Paul and Elaine Arguien, Granby, CO
Nancy and James Armitage, Omaha, NE
Larry and Rosemary Arp, Boulder, CO
Virginia Arter, Longmont, CO
Adam Auerbach, Silver Spring, MD
Laurie and Dennis Augspurger,
Broomfield, CO
William and Ann Ault, Fort Collins, CO
Edwin A. Austin, Rochester, NY:

In memory of Ferrel Atkins
Scott Awender, Hudson, OH
Craig and Kris Axtell, Estes Park, CO
Erik Ayala, Fort Collins, CO
AYCO Charitable Foundaton/Randy and
Nina Cleveland, Fort Worth, TX
Khalid Aziz and Shuah Khan, Fort Collins, CO
Crystal and John Babos, Sedalia, CO
Bruce and Cindy Bachleder, Littleton, CO
Bev Bachman, Estes Park, CO
Mary Bailey, East Syracuse, NY
Bach and Nancy Bakehouse, Hastings, IA
Vaughn Baker, Estes Park, CO:

In memory of David Robertson
Kathleen Baker, Streetsboro, OH
Cristi R. Baldino, Johnstown, CO

Samantha Baldwin, Los Angeles, CA:
In honor of James Baldwin
James and Sue Baldwin, Loveland, CO
Rachel Baldwin, Denver, CO
Judith Ball, Schaumburg, IL
Doug Balok, Loveland, CO
Elizabeth Banks, Edmond, OK:

In honor of Roger Banks
Tamara Barner, Longmont, CO
John and Marlene Barnes, Fort Madison, IA
Kathi and Jeff Barnes, Rock Island, IL
Richard Barr, Campbell, OH
Susan Barron Covington, Cedar Rapids, IA
Emily L. Barry, Tulsa, OK
Melinda Bart, Loveland, CO
David and Carol Bartel, Longmont, CO
Thomas and Laurie Barthold,
Silver Spring, MD
Shirley J. Bastilla, Highland, IL:

In memory of Bob Bastilla
Emily Bateman, Chicago, IL:

In memory of Maryann Strain
John and Nina Bates, Osage, IA
Joel Batha, Madison, WI
William and Christine Beadles,
Colorado Springs, CO
Robin Beahm, Rockville, MD
Dale and Peggy Beck, Estes Park, CO
Judith Beechy, Estes Park, CO
Phil and Lynn Beedle, Johnstown, CO
Michael Benewich, Estes Park, CO
Terry Benjamin, Longmont, CO
Jeffrey Bennett, Denver, CO
Jeanette and Carl Benson, Dallas, TX
William Alan Benson and Nina Maxine
Benson, Jenks, OK
Loretta Bentel, Lockport, IL:

In memory of John W. Bentel Sr.
Bob and Pam Bergin, Gladstone, MO
Aimee Bernard, Denver, CO:

In honor of their wedding
Susan Bernhardt, Ellettsville, IN
Kathleen Besser, Lakewood, CO
Rodney Betsch, Castle Rock, CO
Carolyn and Jon Bible, Austin, TX
Debra Bidwell, Fort Collins, CO
Barb Biedenstein, Centennial, CO
Marla and Brian Biggs, Paola, KS:

In memory of Stella Valentine
Roberta Birmingham, Littleton, CO
Laura and Kurt Bittner, Boulder, CO
Kenneth R. Black, Boulder, CO
John and Anne Blair, Fort Collins, CO
John and Emily Blankinship, Loveland, CO
Annie Bleiler, Fleetwood, PA:

In honor of Brett J. Bleiler
Larry Blinn, Oskaloosa, IA:

In memory of Karen Blinn
James Bloom, Longmont, CO
BNY Mellon Wealth Management,
Denver, CO
William and Cheryl Bock, Cumberland, RI
Timothy and Leanna Boers, Denver, CO
Robert and Kimberly Boisvert, Edina, MN
Kathryn Bollhoefer, Denver, CO

Tom Bonfili, Boulder, CO
Michael Booth, Colorado Springs, CO
Irene Borchers, Fort Collins, CO
Valerie Borthwick, Boulder, CO
Bruce and Catherine Bosley, Brush, CO
Tracy Bower, Boulder, CO
Brewster and Helen Boyd, Denver, CO
Richard and Dorothy Boyer, Arcola, IL:
In memory of Gail Baird
Lewis E. Boyle, Fredericksburg, VA
Bruce and Sallie Brackman, Estes Park, CO
William and Louise Bradley, Boulder, CO
Dennis and Marcia Braff, Boca Raton, FL
Jacob and Kristen Bramante, Kalispell, MT
Betty Branstiter, Lakewood, CO
Vicki and Duane Braunagel, Longmont, CO
David and Abbygale Brause, Longmont, CO
Andy Brazelton, Fort Collins, CO
Jason and Noelle Breiding, Morrison, CO
Toni and Daniel Brennand, Boulder, CO
Kathleen Brewer and John Meiners,
Boulder, CO
Jennifer Bridge, Fort Collins, CO
Nancy and Edward Brigden, Loveland, CO
Mary Brittingham, Longmont, CO
Charles Britton, Fayetteville, AR
Paul Brock, Lookout Mountain, TN
Mary Jo and Hans Brodzik, Nederland, CO
Kerry Brookman, Ft Collins, CO
Judson Brown and Donna Mabhler,
Fort Collins, CO
Peggy and Brent Brown, Ft. Worth, TX
Scot Brown, Aurora, CO
Loretta Browning, Belleville, IL
Ronald Bruchwalski, Little Rock, AR
Brunsman Family Living Trust/
Kenneth Brunsman, Kerrville, TX
Kaylan Brushwood, Fort Collins, CO
Donald and Kathy Bryson, Estes Park, CO
R. Russ and Ann Buckley, Erie, CO
Cindy and Brad Buggs, Estes Park, CO
Gregg and Genie Burch, Ward, CO
Doris Burd, Denver, CO
William Burgess, Herndon, VA
Katie Burke, lowa City, IA
Timothy Burke, Estes Park, CO
Wally and Laurine Burke, Estes Park, CO
James A. Burstein, Phoenix, AZ
Jan Burton, Boulder, CO
Stephen Bush, Portland, OR:

In honor of the Keck and Vance Families
Marie Bush, Lafayette, CO
James Buzbee, Centennial, CO
Charlene Byers, Denver, CO
Susan and Rick Byrd, Houston, TX
Marie Caldwell, Boulder, CO
Sherry and Dennis Caldwell, Estes Park, CO
Tommy and Becca Caldwell, Estes Park, CO
Michael Calleros, Aurora, CO
Alonia and Ryan Calvert, College Station, TX:
In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Dutro
Lois Calvert, Denver, CO
Karen Campbell, Greenwood, IN
Douglas and Patricia Campbell, Greeley, CO
Stuart Campbell, Denver, CO

Total gifts: 1,785 ~ Total donations: $604,000

Tyler and Debby Campbell, Chestertown, MD
Art Campfield, Fort Collins, CO
Robert and Patricia Canfield, Leawood, KS
R. Laurent and Betsy Cannon,
Englewood, CO
Robert and Kareen Canora,
Fredericksburg, VA
John Capelle, West Bend, WI
Judy Capra, Wheat Ridge, CO
William Carle, Golden, CO
Liz and Dwight Carmichael, Lees Summit, MO
Paula and Jim Carole, Colorado Springs, CO
James Carr and Judith Ross, Estes Park, CO
Peggy Carr, Denton, TX
Galen and Sherri Carter, Longmont, CO
Devin Casey, Burlington, KY:

In memory of Earl Casey
Shelly Catterson, Pinecliffe, CO
Kimberly Cavanagh, Broomfield, CO
Valerie Cecil, Cypress, TX
Kathleen Cejka, Redlands, CA
Dan and Janene Centurione, Estes Park, CO
Stephen and Mary Chady, Broomfield, CO
Kultida Chaiamnuay, Fort Collins, CO
Adrian and Melanie Chamberlain,
Fort Collins, CO
Clement Chan, Longmont, CO
Gary Chappel and Joe Chappel-Moenich,
Denver, CO
Charities Aid Foundation of America/
Kurt and Lisa Knutson, Vernon Hills, IL
Jennifer Charlwood, Evergreen, CO
Robert Checkley and Susan Kummer,
High Ridge, MO
Nelson Chenkin and Judith Friend,
Fort Collins, CO
Kathi Child, Dallas, TX
Stephanie and Chris Chiu, Sedalia, CO:
In memory of Kimani Partin
Judy Chrisman, Oak Park, IL
Tom and Jean Christen, Fort Collins, CO
John Christensen, Highlands Ranch, CO
Judith Christy and Robert Mann,
Fort Collins, CO
Kathleen Claire, Greenwood Village, CO
George N. Clark, Meriden, KS:

In memory of Dr. Barbara K. Clark
Earl and Carol Clark, Estes Park, CO
Aaron and JoAnn Clark, Longmont, CO
Doug Clay, Greeley, CO
Randy and Barb Clinkscales, Hays, KS
Warren Clinton, Fort Collins, CO:

In memory of Ruth Lefter Clinton
Mary Susan Coble, Colorado Springs, CO
Jack Cochran, Denver, CO
Charles and Olga Cofas, Estes Park, CO
Marilyn Cohen, Mission Hills, KS:

In memory of Doris McCarthy
Eliot Cohen, Burlington, MA
Janet Coke, Fort Collins, CO
Madelynn Coldiron, Frankfort, KY
Coldwell Banker Estes Village Properties,
Estes Park, CO:

In honor of Kimberly Miller

To make a gift to support Rocky Mountain National Park, visit RMConservancy.org, or call 970-586-0108
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Barbara Cole, Estes Park, CO:
In memory of Ken Cole
David Cole, Florissant, MO
Heather Collins, Denver, CO

Colorado Gives: Community First Founda-

tion/Ellen and John VanDyk, Littleton, CO

Colorado Gives: Community First Foun-

dation/Tamara Barner, Longmont, CO

Colorado Gives: Community First Foun-
dation/William Paschal, Fort Collins, CO

Community Foundation of Greater
Des Moines/Tim and Wendy Haight,
Johnston, IA
Community Foundation of Northern
Colorado/David and Carol Anderson,
Lake Oswego, OR
John and Lisa Conkling, Estes Park, CO
Robert and Linda Connelly,
Lees Summit, MO
Jennifer Cooke, Fort Worth, TX
Arlene and Barry Corey, Tucson, AZ:
In honor of Estee Rivera Murdock
Gary Cornwell, Berthoud, CO
Hope and Tom Covey, Morgantown, WV
Coleen Cox, Davenport, IA:

In honor of Walt Cox
Bobby Craton, Woodstock, GA
Matthew Cremens, Effingham, IL
Christy Crosser, Lyons, CO
Randal Cuccio, Lakewood, CO
John Cullen, Annapolis, MD
Don and Meg Culver, Louisville, CO
Bill and BJ Cummings, Helotes, TX
Donna Curtis, Brewster, MA:

In honor of wonderful West Side hikes
Richard and Donna Curtis, Brewster, MA
Donald and Rebecca Custis, Gainesville, GA
Karen and Bradley Czebotar, McFarland, WI
Nathaniel and Brenda Dahm, Kirkwood, MO

Mary Dale, Westminster, CO
Michael Dalke, Loveland, CO
Thomas Daly and Margaret Fitzgibbons,
Boulder, CO
Graham and Maggie Dameron, lowa City, IA
Robert and Lenore Damrauer, Denver, CO
Daniel Chillemi Charitable Foundation,
Eastchester, NY
Jeffrey Dansereau, Lyons, CO
Leigh Darbee, Indianapolis, IN
Caitlin Dargue, Boca Raton, FL:

In honor of Mark O’Keefe
James and Karen Daugherty, Estes Park, CO:
In memory of Robert “Bob” Brunson
Rhonda and Scott Davie, Boulder, CO
Tim and Jane Davis, Denver, CO:

In honor of Julie and Martin Harrington
Brian Davis, Westminster, CO
Polly Davis, Arvada, CO
Richard Davis, Denver, CO
Susie Davis and Chuck Bartholomew,
Englewood, CO
Tim and Jane Davis, Denver, CO
Dayton Foundation Depository, Inc./
Susan Sandro, Clayton, OH
Caroline de Dreu, Cincinnati, OH
Peter and Michele Dean, Broomfield, CO
Patricia DeAngelis Ratner, Boulder, CO
Raylene and John Decatur, Denver, CO
Robert Decker, Longmont, CO
Catie Deines, Aurora, CO
Katrina Demma, Denver, CO
Laura Denham, Georgetown, TX:

In honor of the Todd Denham Family
Csilla DePue, Salida, CO
Raymond Derr, Longmont, CO:

In memory of Megan C. Derr
Lawrence Derrick, Cayce, SC

Patrick Desmond, Saint Marys, GA:
In honor of Janet B. Desmond

Tom and Marguerite Detmer, Denver, CO

Rebecca Detterline, Lyons, CO:
In memory of Jim Detterline

Carolyn and John Diana, Denver, CO

Lois Dickerman, Twinsburg, OH:
In memory of Richard Dickerman
Sallie Dickinson, Estes Park, CO

Allen and Valerie Diehl, Greeley, CO

Craig Dierksen, Kiowa, CO
Richard Dietz, Greeley, CO
Tom and Kathleen DiLeo,
Highlands Ranch, CO
Caryn DiMarco, Sherman Oaks, CA:
In honor of Diane DiMarco
Patricia DiMario, Boulder, CO

Katherine Dines and David Miller, Denver, CO:

In honor of Dorothy Dines

Ann and Bryan Dingman, Saint Paul, MN:

In honor of

Christine Dingman and Scott Swartz
Christine Dingman and Scott Swartz,

Denver, CO
Prudence Dings, Boulder, CO

Dean and Barb Dobbins, Loveland, CO
Steve and Marian Dodge, Los Angeles, CA

Vicki Donahoe, Lincoln, NE:
In memory of Roy Donahoe

Ann R. Donoghue and Steve Radecki,

Fort Collins, CO
Michael Doran, Loveland, CO
Brian Dorwart, New Boston, NH

Douglas County Community Foundation/
Jane and Michael Imber, Lawrence, KS

Kathleen Doyle, Golden, CO

Dr. Frank C. Marino Foundation Inc.,

Baltimore, MD
Joan Drawer, Brighton, CO
Debra Drenth, Parker, CO
Nicholas Dress and Susan Porter,
Lakewood, CO
Alexander Drummond, Salida, CO
Christopher Dugan, Denver, CO

Charles and Nancy Dugger, Greeley, CO
David and Jane Dunatchik, Bloomington, IN

Karen Duncan, Jersey City, NJ:
In memory of Donna Scheeter

Kendra and Steve Dunn, Broomfield, CO

Kenneth and Mary Dunnington,
Fort Collins, CO

Robert and Jane Dunphy, Arlington, VA
Amie and Benji Durden, Boulder, CO
Steven and Tanya Dutro, Windsor, CO

Phyllis A. Easley, Loveland, CO
Joan Eaton, Milliken, CO
Madison Eaton, Denver, CO

William and Mary Eberle, Boulder, CO

Richard and Michelle Eckert,
Woodland Park, CO

Vic and Kay Ecklund, Colorado Springs, CO:

In memory of Victor T. Ecklund, Sr.
Meryl and Stephen Eddy,
Chesapeake City, MD

Deborah and Charles Edwards, Estes Park, CO

Olivia Edwards, Louisville, CO

Dale and Melinda Egeberg, Verona, WI

Megan Ehlers, Denver, CO
Nancy Eiring, Lakewood, CO
Peggy Eisel, Parker, CO
Julian Eisner, Estes Park, CO
Steve Ekman, Denver, CO
Liz and Jim Eliassen, Denver, CO
Annikki Elkind, Fort Collins, CO
Douglas Elliot, Clinton, CT
L.W. and Teresa Ellis, Fort Worth, TX
Melinda Ely, Flower Mound, TX:
In memory of Gary M. Boyer

Janis L. Emanuel, Englewood, CO
Stephen Emmett-Mattox, Niwot, CO
Eric Empey, Fairplay, CO
Laura Endicott, Edmond, OK
Carolyn Ennis, Dallas, TX:

In memory of Rob Ennis

Rasmus and Marian Erdal, Fort Collins, CO

David Erickson, Wray, CO:
In memory of Roger and Goldie Erickson

Richard and Wanda Ernst, Fort Collins, CO
Steven and Elizabeth Essenburg, Pueblo, CO:

In memory of Marvin J. Essenburg
David Evans, Estes Park, CO
Jay and Debra Evers, Loveland, CO
Tony and Beth Fabrizio, Broomfield, CO

Facebook Payments Inc., Menlo Park, CA

Gary and Kathleen Falk, Boise, ID
Susan Fallander, Lakewood, CO
Tom and Jill Farber, Aurora, CO

Robert and Mary Farmer, Athens, TX:
In honor of Mary L. Farmer
John Farr, Encampment, WY
Catherine and Jerry Felknor, Boulder, CO

Perry Franklin, Springfield, MO:

In memory of Glenn L. Franklin
Stanley and Grace Franklin, Loveland, CO
Kristi Franko, Denver, CO
Stephen and Mary Franquemont,
Evergreen, CO
Richard Fraser, Broomfield, CO
Mary Fredrickson, Longmont, CO
Barbara Free and Jay Johnson,
Albuquerque, NM
E. Freed, Falls Church, VA
Arthur and Marsha French, Estes Park, CO
Patti Freudenburg and Tony White,
Colorado Springs, CO
Deborah Friedman, Denver, CO:

In memory of Martha Orr Friedman
Aaron Friedman, Longmont, CO
Geoff Friefeld, Boulder, CO:

In memory of David Madson
Bruce Friend, Winter Park, CO:

In memory of Sidney Tepper Friend
Valerie and Richard Friesen, Lafayette, CO
Dennis and Linda Fromholzer, Estes Park, CO

Mary Lou Fenili & Karen Hansen, Denver, CO  Lou Celia and Don Frost, San Antonio, TX

James and Judith Ferguson,
Colorado Springs, CO:

In memory of Judy Ferguson
Susan Ferguson, Boulder, CO
Carla Ficke, Denver, CO
Fidelity Charitable/Henry Rasof,
Louisville, CO:

In memory of Doug Szycher
Fidelity Charitable/Henry Rasof,
Louisville, CO:

In memory of Harris Barry Kram
Fidelity Charitable/Allen Sanborn,
Santa Fe, NM
Fidelity Charitable/Donna Arnett,
Denver, CO
Fidelity Charitable/

Eugene and Cynthia Krueger, Katy, TX
Fidelity Charitable/Hope Meyer,
Boulder, CO
Fidelity Charitable/Jennifer and Charlie
Wood, Austin, TX
Fidelity Charitable/Jim Cousar and
Donna Squyers, Austin, TX
Fidelity Charitable/John and
Suzanne Cruse, Evergreen, CO
Fidelity Charitable/Jonathan and
Zinta Byrne, Fort Collins, CO
Fidelity Charitable/Katherine and
Mark Young, Boulder, CO
Fidelity Charitable/Mark and
Janette Morgan, Prairie Village, KS
Fidelity Charitable/Mary Ann Franke,
Estes Park, CO
Fidelity Charitable/Nancy and
Connor Morris, Leawood, KS
Fidelity Charitable, Cincinnati, OH
James and Gwyn Fields, Silver Spring, MD
Carl Filoreto, Arvada, CO
Melinda Finley, Edmond, OK
Gary Flanagan, Longmont, CO
Richard J. Flynn, Boulder, CO
Kathy Follett, Port Arthur, TX
Alan Folz, Dallas, TX
Ann J. Folz, Dallas, TX
Simon Foot, Arvada, CO
Debbie Fosdick, Dallas, TX:

In honor of the Kittle, Mixon and Burks
Kenneth Foster and Nancy Kappler-Foster,
Poughkeepsie, NY
Stan and Carol Foster, Estes Park, CO
Margaret Fowler, Grand Lake, CO
Lorna and John Fox, Lakewood, CO
0. Lehn and Johannah Franke, Boulder, CO

Howard and Dana Fry, Castle Rock, CO:
In memory of Howard and Barbara Fry
L. C. Fulenwider Ill, Denver, CO
Julia Fuller, Belle Mead, NJ
Fully’s Family Investments LLLP/L. C.
Fulenwider, Denver, CO
Bert Furey, Chapel Hill, NC
Susan Gapter Dority and Tom Dority,
Estes Park, CO
Barbara Jean and Thomas Gard,
Evergreen, CO:

In memory of Richard “Dick” Beidleman
Harvey Gardiner, Niwot, CO
Carson and Gail Gardner, Waubun, MN
Mary and John Gardner, Lakewood, CO
Diane Gaudian, Greeley, CO
Maryann Gaug, Silverthorne, CO
Ruth and Jim Gaulke, Parker, CO
Robert and Jocelyn Gebhardt,
Broomfield, CO
Dennis and Roberta Gellhaus, Estes Park, CO
Amy Gendler, Golden, CO
Dixie George and Annabell Whorton,
Longmont, CO
Jacki Gerber, Virginia Beach, VA
John and Carolann Gerhard, Loveland, CO
Carol Gerlitz, Boulder, CO:

In memory of William A. Braddock
Jeroen Gerritsen, Springfield, OR
John and Mari Lane Gewecke, Lincoln, NE
Kathy Gibson, Denver, CO:

In memory of Bryant O’Donnell
Miriam Gilbert, Boulder, CO
Marykay Gillam, West Des Moines, IA
Tammra Gilliland, Peyton, CO
Donald and Mary Jo Gingras, Fort Collins, CO
William and Linda Ginsberg, Parker, CO
Robert Girvin 1V, Breckenridge, CO
Gary and Donna Gisle, Boulder, CO
Autumn and John Githara, Monument, CO
Miranda Glasbergen, Denver, CO:

In memory of Norbert Beerlage
Charlotte Godbey, Springfield, IL
Glen and Kathy Goeke, Cedar Park, TX
Linda Goff, Estes Park, CO:

In honor of Kerry Morimoto
Lee Katherine Goldstein, Lakewood, CO
Kari Gomez-Smith, Loveland, CO
Mary and Neil Goodenough, Denver, CO:
In memory of Larry Goodenough
Michael and Elizabeth Goodman,
Mandeville, LA
Diane Goodwin, Lakewood, CO
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Daniel Goscombe, Nashville, TN
Mike and Vicki Graft, Kansas City, MO
Valerie Graham, Boulder, CO
Katharine Grant, Denver, CO:

In honor of Liza Grant
Elizabeth Grant, Denver, CO
Gertrude Grant, Denver, CO
Grant Family Fund, Georgetown, TX
Colleen Gray, Minturn, CO
Deborah and John Green, Drake, CO
James Green, Thornton, CO
Marlene Green, Arvada, CO
Steve and Nancy Green, Glen Haven, CO
Joseph and Melody Greenberg,
Fort Collins, CO
Colleen Greer and Deb Peterson,
Bemidji, MN
Charles and Linda Griffin, Estes Park, CO
Larry Griffiths, Roswell, GA
Kathy and Alan Groesbeck, Estes Park, CO
Amy Groskopf, Davenport, IA
Nancy Groves, Lawrenceville, GA:

In memory of Lyle Mueller
Donald Groves, Glen Haven, CO:

In memory of Patricia Groves
Robert and Mary Ann Gudmundson,
Wheaton, IL
Cheryl Gummere, Grand Junction, CO:
In honor of Gordon Weller
Suzanne Gunn, Denver, CO
Terri and James Gustafson, Lincoln, NE
Alice and Tom Guthrie, Loveland, CO
Gary and Cathy Gutjahr, Saint Louis, MO
Reginald and Judy Guy, Estes Park, CO
Jim and Nancy Hage, Santa Rosa, CA
Charles and Carol Haggans, Boulder, CO
Collin and Natalie Hahn, Houston, TX
Heather Hahn, Takoma Park, MD
Sonja Hahn, Arvada, CO
Hallidie and Donald Haid, Seattle, WA
Richard and Nancy Haines, Windsor, CO
Linda Halbur, Yorba Linda, CA
Mrs. Thomas B. Hall, IlI,
Shawnee Mission, KS
Shelley Hall, Vail, CO

Jim and Pam Hallissy, Troy, VA:

In honor of Bob and Sharon Hallissy
Barbara and Richard Hamman, Denver, CO
Sharon Hammer Baker, Findlay, OH
Pat Hammond and Gail Albers, Estes Park, CO
Lynn and Norma Hammond, Loveland, CO
John and Jan Hana, Garner, IA
Carol and Dave Handshue, Fort Collins, CO
David and Regina Haner, Loveland, CO
Larry and Shirley Hannert, Phoenix, AZ
Craig Hansel, Denver, CO
Nicholas and Patricia Hanson,
Norton Shores, Ml
Emily Hardy-Green and Joel Green,
Denver, CO
Patricia and Robert Harlan, Jonesboro, AR
John and Felice and Felice Harlow,
Longmont, CO
Franklin M. Harold, Seattle, WA
Julie and Martin Harrington, Denver, CO:
In honor of Miki Stagg
Julie and Martin Harrington, Denver, CO
Susan K. Harris, Estes Park, CO:

In honor of Kestrel Parran
Susan K. Harris, Estes Park, CO
Darby Hartman, Estes Park, CO
Jo Ann Hasselmann, Monroe, |IA
Kem Hatcher-Waring, Mead, CO
Eric and Melba Haugdahl, Tallahassee, FL
Robert and Colleen Haven, Louisville, CO
Mary Jo Havlicek, Omaha, NE
Tyler Hawker, Fort Collins, CO:

In memory of Williard Hawker
John B. Hayes, Littleton, CO
Ellen Heath and Diane Blaser, Fort Collins, CO
Nita Heath, Broomfield, CO
Walter and Ann Hecox, Colorado Springs, CO
Shannon Heers, Littleton, CO
J. L. Heider, Estes Park, CO
Eric Heider, Highlands Ranch, CO
David and Marjean Heidt, Englewood, CO
Roberta Heisterkamp, Denver, CO
Marilyn Heller, Loveland, CO:

In memory of Glen and Gen Channer
Margaret and John Henderson, Belton, TX:
In honor of Charles Blome

Margaret and John Henderson, Belton, TX:
In honor of Matthew Firth
Margaret and John Henderson, Belton, TX:
In honor of Michael Fratiani
Karla Henderson, Estes Park, CO
Joan and Lou Henefeld, Golden, CO
Emily Heninger, Louisville, CO
Virginia Henke, Fort Collins, CO
Mary and John Henry, Castle Rock, CO
Tim Henson and Nancy Dale, Longmont, CO
Zelek and Jane Herman, Palo Alto, CA:
In memory of Ted and Suzanne Tepper
John and Judy Herman, Fort Collins, CO
Marilyn Herrmann, Estes Park, CO
Julia Hershey, Colorado Springs, CO
Jacquelyn Hertel, Estes Park, CO
Donald and Glenna Hertzler, Tulsa, OK
Richard and Betty Herzfeldt, Moline, IL:
In honor of the
Payden and Herzfeldt Family
James and Marjorie Hewitt, Lincoln, NE
David Hewitt, Castle Rock, CO
Christann and Bob Higley, Estes Park, CO:
In memory of Linda McKee
Dale Hilyard, Louisburg, KS
Caroline Himes, Boulder, CO
Glenn Hirsch, Denver, CO
Wilma J. Hoath, South Bend, IN
Richard and Katherine Hoenigman, Berea, OH
William Hoferer, Erie, CO
Lance and Heidi Hoffman, Omaha, NE
Mike and Elizabeth Hogan, Fort Collins, CO
Bernard Hohman, Lakewood, CO:

In honor of Bernard Hohman
Frank and Anne Holleman, Greenville, SC
Sarah Holste, Alpharetta, GA
Victoria Holzhauer and Charles Price,
Longmont, CO
Stanley Honda and Ann Levin, New York, NY
Christopher Hopkins, Franktown, CO
George and Rachel Hopper, Fort Collins, CO
Carol L. Horner, Des Moines, IA:

In memory of Louise and Franklin Horner
Indra Hornsby, Lyons, CO
John Hornsby, Lyons, CO
Susan Horvath, Lansing, Ml

ocky’ Mountalﬁ '

2020 Biennial Rese Fin ﬁﬁ(-f(-n[(

Continual Change,
Collaborative Stewardsth

http:r’/go.nps.gdv!RM_NPConferen'ceZOZO_ :

Robert and Ellen Hostetler, Monument, CO
Kay C. Hovey, Manchester, IA:

In memory of Williard Hawker
Richard and Jaylene Howard, Estes Park, CO:
In memory of Claire and Lizette Howard
Robert and Robin Howard, Estes Park, CO
Larry and Jane Howe, Highlands Ranch, CO

Jean Howell, Belvidere, IL
Eric Hower, Boulder, CO
Sandy and Eric Hozempa, Longmont, CO
Jim and Peggy Hudson, Waco, TX
Debby Hughes and Leo Weber, Estes Park, CO
Hiroko Hung, Littleton, CO
Joseph Hunt, Austin, TX:
In memory of Fred Theriot
Ann R. Hunt, Fort Collins, CO
Julie and Kevin Hurley, Aurora, CO
John Hurlocker, Denver, CO
M. Lee Hutchins, Dallas, TX:

In memory of Martha Hawes Hutchins
Doug and Diane Hutchinson, Aurora, CO:
In memory of Ray and Arlene Hutchinson

George O. Hutchinson, Estes Park, CO

William Hutson, Omaha, NE:
In memory of Richard Shaw
Cindy Hyker, Superior, CO

Audrey M. Inbody, Inverness, IL

Laird and Carol Ingham, Hollywood Park, TX:
In memory of Bryan England

Laird and Carol Ingham, Hollywood Park, TX

Jessica and Tom Inglefield, Longmont, CO

Dr. James Irvine, Estes Park, CO

Donald Irwin, Yucca Valley, CA:

In memory of Robert Ludlum
Anne Isbister, West Hartford, CT
Irene Isotton, Boulder, CO
Noelle Itharat, Daniel Island, SC
Robert M. Ives, Jr., Woodway, TX
James and Robin 1zzo, McKinney, TX
Judy and Dan Jacks, Fort Collins, CO
Doug and Jodi Jalving, Loveland, CO
Terry and Stover James, Colorado Springs, CO
Patricia Jameson, Denver, CO
Alan Jarusewski, Castle Rock, CO
Jeffrey and Eileen Jasica, Broomfield, CO
Lorena Jasso, Westminster, CO
Peter Jaumann, Erie, CO
Jean and Walter Jazun, Parker, CO
Madeline Jenkins, New York, NY:

In honor of Julia Nord
Mary Ann Jennings, Topeka, KS:

In honor of Butch Stockover
Steven Jetter, Portland, OR:

In honor of Steve Jetter
David Jobusch, Windsor, CO:

In honor of Louis and Pauline Jobusch
Kent and Emiko Johnson, Evergreen, CO
Cynthia and John Johnson, Alexandria, VA
Alex Johnson, Erie, CO
Kay I. Johnson, Evergreen, CO
Liz and Paul Johnson, Loveland, CO
Mari Johnson, Fort Collins, CO
Pamela Johnson, Westminster, CO
Richard K. Johnson, Kenosha, WI
William and Pauline Johnson, Vero Beach, FL
Jane Johnston, Northfield, NJ:

In memory of Rocky Costantino
Belinda Joines, Henderson, NC:

In honor of Larry Joines
Keith and Mariane Jolly, Angels Camp, CA
David Jones, Chicago, IL
Jean Ann Jones, Holmes Beach, FL
Jennifer Jones, Castle Pines, CO
Diane Jordan, Edmond, OK
Adam and David Jordani, Orono, MN:
In memory of Mildred Jordani
David Joseph and Diane Green, Boulder, CO
Alfred and Anne Joseph, Louisville, KY
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JP Morgan Chase Foundation, Andover, MA
William and Dorothy Julian, Loveland, CO
Gary and Pamela Jurgemeyer, Fairplay, CO
Jennifer and Michael Justice-Hudson,
Lakewood, CO
Ingrid Justin, Timnath, CO
Dawn Kaback, Grand Lake, CO:
In memory of Robert Barnett
Carrie Kahle, Boise, ID:
In honor of Sean Aikin
Robert Kaliski, Boulder, CO
John B. Kalla, Palmer Lake, CO
Terry and Paul Kane, Fayetteville, PA
Stephen and Jeanne Kaplan, Denver, CO
Jan Kardatzke, Broomfield, CO
Elaine Karns, Fort Collins, CO
April Kasper, Florissant, MO:

In memory of Charles “Bud” Floerke
Bill Kastler, Springfield, MO
George Kasunich, Estes Park, CO
Marc Katzin, Superior, CO:

In memory of Marian Katzin
Rebecca Keating, Clinton, CT:

In memory of Josephine Jewel Elliot
Mary Kechely, Omaha, NE
Janet Keller, Estes Park, CO:

In memory of G. Kent Keller
Christopher Keller, Big Lake, MN
Janet Keller, Estes Park, CO
Tom Kempton, Denver, CO
Connie Kennedy, Overland Park, KS
Karen Kenny, Superior, CO
Stephen and Connie Kensinger, Excelsior, MN
Katherine Kerestes, Bloomington, IN
Indygo Kesten, Evergreen, CO
Charles and Mary Jane Kettlewell, Fraser, CO
Tony Khorouzan, Golden, CO
Dave and Sandy Kielsmeier, Arvada, CO
Joshua Kihm, Denver, CO
Kristy Killian, Henderson, NV
Clarissa and Paul King, Boulder, CO
Steven King, Saint Louis, MO
Urling and Hugh Kingery, Franktown, CO
Mary and Bruce Kinsch, Pendleton, OR:
In honor of Stephen Kinsch
Martha and Barklay Kirk, Littleton, CO
M.B. Kirkham, Manhattan, KS:

In memory of Marguerite Glynn
Bonnie Kissling, Denver, CO:

In memory of Carl Kissling
Clem and Bette Klaphake, Bellevue, NE
Jack and Terry Klecka, Highland Park, IL
Deanna and Noel Klein, Overland Park, KS
Virginia Klenk, Mankato, MN
Gilbert and Mary Knapp, Spencer, NY
Katherine Knearl, Broomfield, CO
Beth Knickerbocker, Alexandria, VA
Alice E. Knox, Denver, CO
Ronald Kohner, Peoria, AZ
Louise and John Koss, Fort Collins, CO
Mary and Michael Kottke, Fountain Hills, AZ
Linda and Kenneth Kovar, Fort Collins, CO:
In memory of Emmett Powers
Christina and Benjamin Kraft, Estes Park, CO
Juli Kramer, Superior, CO
John and Joyce Kriedeman, Janesville, Wl
Joseph M. Krol, Joliet, IL
Mary Ann Kroneberger, Lakewood, CO
Tracy and Jeffrey Krosky, Castle Rock, CO
John and Marlene Krueger, Estes Park, CO
James Kubichek, Red Feather Lakes, CO
Gary and Mary Joan Kubik, Omaha, NE
Sherrilyn Kuehn, Morgantown, WV:

In honor of Donna Cole
Warren and Betty Kuehner, Denver, CO
Christina Kumler, Boulder, CO:

In honor of Aunt Mary Bonfanti

Colorado Gives Day
Gives the Conservancy

a Huge Boost!

On Colorado Gives Day, December 10,
2019, the Conservancy capped off one
the single biggest fundraising days in the Conservancy’s history. In all, more than
400 online donors gave through ColoradoGives.org. Colorado Gives Day is an
annual giving holiday in Colorado that provides a matching incentive for donors
to give to their favorite nonprofits. Thanks to Community First Foundation and
FirstBank, Colorado Gives Day features a $1 Million Incentive Fund, one of the
largest gives-day incentive funds in the country. Every donation on Colorado
Gives Day will recieve a portion of the Incentive Fund, which increases the value
of your gift to the Rocky Mountain Conservancy. The Conservancy Team would
like to thank those who participated in Colorado Gives Day, and our year-end
annual campaign as well. Your support helps to protect and conserve Rocky,
refurbish hiking trails, and support a variety of programs to improve the visitor

experience.

Dean Kumpuris, Little Rock, AR
Nina and Scott Kunze, Fort Collins, CO
Patrick Lacz, Louisville, CO
JoAnne Lafley, Estes Park, CO
James and Sharon LaFoe, Wichita, KS
Karen Laine, Lakewood, CO
Allen Lamb, Fort Collins, CO
Donald and Gail Lambert, Arvada, CO
Mary Lamy, Hygiene, CO
Louis Land, Colorado Springs, CO
David Landaw, Livonia, Ml
Dave and Susan Landers, Estes Park, CO
Trinette Langner, Ramsey, MN:

In memory of Dave Ulmer
Carly Lanners, Eagan, MN:

In honor of George and Ellen Snowdon
Carly Lanners, Eagan, MN:

In honor of Missey Toomey
Carly Lanners, Eagan, MN:

In honor of PJ and Mar-Lou Sasso
Lawrence and Diane LaPointe, Loveland, CO
Ann Larson, Snowmass Village, CO
Robert Larson, Fort Collins, CO
Ronald and Dee LaRue, Longmont, CO
Lynn and Linda Latham, Loveland, CO
Susan and Dean Lausten, Denver, CO
Karen and Don Lawson, Colorado Springs, CO
Larry and Teresa Lay, Austin, TX
Jack F. Leary, Falls Church, VA
Leah Leaves, Northglenn, CO
Michael and Sheryl Lebsack, Thornton, CO
Joseph M. Lee, Saint Louis, MO
Ulla and Mani Lee, Loveland, CO
Gary Lehr and Suzanne Trueblood,
Longmont, CO

Wesley and Heather LeMasurier, Boulder, CO:

In memory of David Robertson
Scott Lemen, Hilton Head, SC:

In honor of Sophia Lemen
Melanie Lenz, Saint Petersburg, FL:
In honor of ME Engineers
JD and Pam Leonard, Westminster, CO

Randall Leonard, Howard, KS
Etienne Lepine, Lafayette, CO
Leslie A. Leppla, Eaton, CO
Malcom and Edith Lerch, Conover, NC
Thomas and Jane Leshinsky,
Greenwood Village, CO
James Leupold, Erie, CO
Karen and Jerry Levi, Colorado Springs, CO
Max Levy, Dallas, TX:

In honor of Neal Evers
Arthur Levy, Austin, TX
Ella Levy, boulder, CO
Michael H. Levy, Broomfield, CO
James and Peggy Lewis, Apache Junction, AZ
Jason and Linda Lillegraven, Laramie, WY
Karen V. Lilleleht, Charlottesville, VA
Lincoln Community Foundation/Ray and
Carolyn Zeisset, Lincoln, NE
Paul and Erin Link, Firestone, CO
Christopher Link, Boulder, CO
Alan Lipowitz, Loveland, CO
Mark and Kathleen Little, Arvada, CO
Margaret J. Livingston, Boulder, CO
Mary Loberg, Plymouth, MN
Georgia and John Locker, Fort Collins, CO
Eric Loew, Denver, CO
Kent and Pamela Long, Aurora, CO
Los Alamos National Security, LLC/
Christopher and Caroline Stull,

Los Alamos, NM
Losam Fund/Samuel W. Lambert,
Princeton, NJ
Stephen and Leslie Loughhead, Bellaire, TX
Karen Louis, Boulder, CO
James Lovett and Mary Ann Wilner,
Boulder, CO
Jeffrey Lukas, Louiseville, CO
Jeanne and Jerry Lumm, Davisburg, Ml
Fred F. Lyle, Jr., San Antonio, TX
Kenneth and Candace Lyon, Centennial, CO
Robert Lytikainen, Lone Tree, CO
Frances MacAnally, Longmont, CO

Steve and Wendy Mack, Woodland Park, CO
Marion Maddocks, Council Bluffs, IA
Madelyn Madsen, Batavia, IL
Mike and Deb Mahy, Battlefield, MO:
In honor of Pam Montgomery
Andrew Maldonado, Armonk, NY
Michael and Carolyn Managan, Houston, TX
Ronald and Sherryl Mannis, Longmont, CO
Yana Manolov, Estes Park, CO
Diane Manown, Grand Lake, CO
Sue Ellen Markey and James Boyd,
Fort Collins, CO
Roy and Bonnie Marlow, San Antonio, TX
Karla Martin, Irving, TX:

In memory of Gary Zieve
Kenneth Martin, Houston, TX
Cathryn Martino, Fort Collins, CO
Marilyn Maskell-Pretz and Michael Pretz,
Fort Collins, CO
Lawrence and Margaret Mason,
Fort Collins, CO
Stephen A. Massad, Houston, TX
Arlene Matson, Bloomfield Hills, Ml
Judy Matthews, Fort Collins, CO
Marcia Matthews, Longmont, CO
Scott Matthews, Golden, CO
Margaret Matti, Estes Park, CO:

In memory of Leo Matti
Martha L. Maxwell, Boulder, CO
Mr. Gay A. Mayer, Boulder, CO
Leslie Mayer, Simi Valley, CA
Barbara Maynard, Fort Collins, CO:

In honor of Jim Maynard
Joel and Barbara Mayo, Centennial, CO
Kim Mays, Carol Stream, IL:

In memory of Mavis Berends
Susan McCabe, Denver, CO
Catherine McCallum, Fort Collins, CO:
In honor of Jim McCallum
Douglas McCallum and Diana Neff,
Longmont, CO
Ron and Andrunette McCollum, Parker, TX
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Barbara McCornack, Fort Collins, CO
Margaret L. McCranie, Irvine, CA
Barbara McDonnell, Aurora, CO

Kathi McGee, Boulder, CO
Michael McGettigan, Highlands Ranch, CO
Michal McGinnis, Greeley, CO
Michael McGrath, Cape Girardeau, MO:
In honor of Stella J. McGrath
Regina McGuire, Springfield, IL:

In memory of Dorothy McGuire
Raymond McMahon, Omaha, NE:

In memory of Margaret McMahon
Mary McMahon, Parker, CO:

In memory of Ryan Butner
William McManus, Spring Branch, TX:
In memory of Emmett Landry
Ronnie and Charla McManus, Hurst, TX:
In memory of Madeline Framson
Nancy and Stewart McNab, Tabernash, CO
Champney and Judi McNair, Granby, CO
Ken and Kathy McNaught, Timnath, CO
Randall and Pat McNeely, French Lick, IN:
In memory of Glen Campbell
Randall and Pat McNeely, French Lick, IN:
In memory of Jan Baringer
Carla and Monte Mead, Wheat Ridge, CO
Marla Meehl, Boulder, CO:

In honor of Mark Sparn
Frank and Paula Megorden,
Colorado Springs, CO:

In memory of E. Melvin Kessinger
Cheryl and Gregory Meier, Chesterfield, MO
Margaret Meister, Estes Park, CO
Lisa Meltzer, Denver, CO
Joe and Connie Melvin, Niwot, CO
Nicholas Melzer, Evergreen, CO
Roberto Mendoza, Denver, CO
James and Deirdre Mercurio, Houston, TX
Kathy G. Merlo, Loveland, CO
Mackenzie Merrill-Wick, Loveland, CO
Michael Merriman, Windsor, CO
Kevin Messerschmidt and Denise Jurgens,
Carbondale, CO
Betty and Kent Meyer, Estes Park, CO
William and Lynn Meyerchak,
Highlands Ranch, CO
Cathy Michael, Red Hook, NY:

In honor of Pam Prairie and Bill Premo
Rhonda Mickelson, Estes Park, CO
Elizabeth Middleton and Roger Reese,
Monument, CO
Colin Mielke, Highlands Ranch, CO
Alan and Suzanne Miller, Estes Park, CO:
In honor of Linda and Fred Kelsey
Liz Miller and Lindy Eakin, Lawrence, KS
Mary and Charles Miller, Landenberg, PA
Larry Mills, Florissant, MO
David and Joy Mohr, Estes Park, CO
Philip and Susan Moldenhauer, Tulsa, OK
Keren Monarrez, Vail, CO
Julie Montgomery, Littleton, CO
Gary and Gail Moon, Fishers, IN
Jean L. Mooney, Loveland, CO:

In memory of Ray Longserre
Chris and Cindy Moore, Denver, CO:

In memory of KO & Anna Moore
Merle and Patricia Moore, Estes Park, CO
Fred Moore, Boulder, CO
Jerry S. Moore, Estes Park, CO
Lynda K. Moore, Loveland, CO
Marilyn Moore, Palm Beach Gardens, FL
Charles and Shirley Morgan, Platteville, CO
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney/Brian and
Carol Quinn, Chattanooga, TN
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney/Laird and
Carol Ingham, Hollywood Park, TX
Kerry Morimoto, Denver, CO:

In honor of Douglass Dalton and Michel Pilon

Kerry Morimoto, Denver, CO:
In honor of Linda Goff
William and Rosemary Morris, Thornton, CO
Terri and Otis Morrow, Arkansas City, KS
Maxwell and Jeanne Morse, Lakewood, CO
Richard and Mary Ann Moseley, Boulder, CO
Jeanne and Mark Mosher, Louisville, CO
Michael and Mary Motyka, Chicago, IL
James and Connie Mueller, Oelwein, IA
Kristin Mueller, Brooklyn, NY
Marc Mueller, Fort Collins, CO
Luke and Susan Mullen, Lafayette, CO
Tanya and Eric Mullins, Cincinnati, OH
Jim Mundell, Golden, CO
Erik and Estee Rivera Murdock,
Estes Park, CO
Carol Murin, Longmont, CO
Leila and James Murphy, Centennial, CO
Marilyn Murphy and Robert Medlock,
Fort Collins, CO
Katherine and Stephen Murphy, Atlanta, GA
Martha Mustard, Golden, CO
Kathryn Mutz, Boulder, CO
Valerie and David Myers, Littleton, CO
James and Jeanne Mytton, Broomfield, CO
Ted and Kathy Nace, The Villages, FL
Naktenis Family Foundation, Niantic, CT
Ray R. Nassimbene, Denver, CO
Carol and Paull Nation, Denver, CO
Edward and Sara Naureckas, Oak Park, IL
Betty Neale, Estes Park, CO
Lise Nelson, Denver, CO:

In memory of Laurence Nelson
Audrey Nelson, Boulder, CO
Cynthia Nelson, Loveland, CO
Dean and Diane Nelson, Loveland, CO
Jane Adams Nelson, Denver, CO
John and Janet Nelson, Longmont, CO
Wendy Nelson, Boulder, CO
Neptune and Company Inc., Lakewood, CO
New Roots Real Estate, Estes Park, CO
Robert and Amy Newtson, Marana, AZ
Barbara and Thomas Nichol, Estes Park, CO
Ford and Merry Nielsen, Estes Park, CO
Lori Nielsen, Blair, NE
Lynne Niemeyer, Loveland, CO
Michael and Leah Noble, Westminster, CO
Les and Susan Noe, Boulder, CO
Kevin O’Neill, Henrico, VA
William Oberdorfer, Washington, DC:
In honor of Kathryn Oberdorfer
William and Judy O’Brien, Roanoke, VA
William O’Donnell, Grand Lake, CO:

In memory of Jean C. O’Donnell
Franklin Oetting, Louisville, CO
Terri Ogden, Columbia, MO:

In honor of James D. Zafarana
Ann O’Leary, North Port, FL:

In memory of Margaret Guthrie
Laurie Oliver, Estes Park, CO:

In memory of Kurt Oliver
Steven Olsen, Centennial, CO:

In memory of Larry Olsen
Dayton and Rosina Olson, Estes Park, CO
George Olson, Fort Collins, CO
Orange Tree Productions, Newbury Park, CA
Marcia Orlet, Milford, Ml
Janice Orr, Peculiar, MO
Edmund Orsini, Jr. and Christine Robinson,
Littleton, CO
Joyce Osborn, Longmont, CO
Derk and Marjorie Osenberg, Chicago, IL
Sylvia Ostos, Kerrville, TX
Douglas and Mary Ann Otte, Greeley, CO
Frank and Betty Ottesen, Greeley, CO
Jack and Mary Overly, Estes Park, CO
Carol and Wilson Pace, Denver, CO

Russell and Barb Panneton, Nederland, CO

Valerie Paolino, Denver, CO:
In honor of Skylar Visnack
Ricky and Vicki Papineau, Estes Park, CO
Jeanne Paradeis, Denver, CO:

In memory of Dan Paradeis
Wayne and Sally Park, Estes Park, CO
Rudy and Hassie Parzl, Glendora, CA

Meredith Kay and Paul Passmore,
Boulder, CO
Ginny Passoth, Denver, CO
Christophe Pattyn, Windsor, CO
Tyler Patzel, Colorado Springs, CO
Laurie Paulik, Loveland, CO
Susan and Bill Pedrick, Erie, CO
Winston Peeler, Platte City, MO
Jeri Peirce, Grand Lake, CO
Sondra Perry, Grand Prairie, TX:
In memory of Jim Perry
David Perry and Kathleen Meier,
Point Pleasant, PA
Pershing a BNY Mellon Company,
Jersey City, NJ
Jim and Betsy Petersen, Metairie, LA:
In memory of Elizabeth “Betsy” Petersen
Josh Petersen, Altoona, IA
Kristina and Richard Peterson, Gray, LA:

In honor of Richard Krajeski
Franz and Carol Peterson, Oviedo, FL

Karen Peterson, St Paul, MN
Joanne Peterson-Falcone and Robert

Falcone, Colorado Springs, CO:
In memory of Ellen Perry
James and Terry Pfister, Wichita, KS
Lisa Pfizenmaier, Cheyenne, WY
Kyle Patterson Phillips and Tim Phillips,
Estes Park, CO:
In honor of John Mack
Ross Pibal, Lafayette, CO
James and Pat Pickering, Estes Park, CO
Rich Pickowitz, La Quinta, CA
Scott Piette, Evergreen, CO
Shirley J. Pine, Little Rock, AR
Charles Place, Houston, TX
Amy and Todd Plummer, Estes Park, CO

Dotty Poehler, Loveland, CO:

In memory of Dorothy Arlene Yates
Krista Poeschl, High Ridge, MO
Chris Poindexter, Lees Summit, MO
Kirk and Christine Pokrandt, Denver, CO
Joseph and Christine Polazzi, Fort Collins, CO
Peter Pollock and Diane Yates, Boulder, CO
Jules and Margaret Porsche, Aurora, CO
Ellen and Douglas Porter, Lakewood, CO
Thomas Posever, Boston, MA
Dave and Margaret Powell, Wooster, OH
Dianne and Richard Pratt, Durango, CO
Joel and Linda Prehn, Lakewood, CO
Barbi Preston, Ridgway, CO
Lillys and Hugh Price, Fort Collins, CO
Kathleen Prucha, Erie, CO:

In memory of Rick Prucha
Elizabeth Pruessner, Fort Collins, CO
Paul Pryzant, Houston, TX
Joe and Marcia Pugh, Loveland, CO
Sherri and Michael Punches, Estes Park, CO
Terry and Jean Quinn, Colorado Springs, CO
Ellen Raeker, Fridley, MN
Jason Rainey, Fort Collins, CO
Fred Rainguet, Allenspark, CO
Jerry and Ann Raisch, Boulder, CO
Glenn Randall, Boulder, CO
Edward and Georgia Randinitis, Plymouth, Ml
Eugene Rardin, Overland Park, KS:

In memory of Juanita A. Rardin
Duncan and Sherry Rarity, Estes Park, CO
Janice Rasmussen, Loveland, CO

Brody Rastall, Denver, CO
Yolita Rausche, Chagrin Falls, OH
Bonnie Ravesloot, Saint John, IN
John Reber and Sarah Wynn, Longmont, CO
Kathryn Reed, Seattle, WA:
In honor of Constance Mcintyre
Kathryn and Don Reed,
Hilton Head Island, SC:

In honor of Luca and Bodhi Reed
Eric Reed, Wheat Ridge, CO
Gene and Polly Reetz, Denver, CO
Jennifer Reich, Denver, CO
Alexandra Reid, Estes Park, CO
Katherine Reid and Gary Eastman,
Fort Collins, CO
Frank and Nancy Reilly, Phillipsburg, NJ
Marilyn K. Reiter, Tucson, AZ
Richard Remington, Arvada, CO
Robert Renfro, Denver, CO
Thomas Reznik, Fort Collins, CO:

In memory of Ruth Johnson
Charles Riblett and Carolyn Taylor,
Loveland, CO
Austin Rice, Susanville, CA:

In memory of Lee Emory
Dallas and Sharon Richards, Hays, KS
Claire Richardson, Denver, CO
Robert and Donna Ricklefs, Olathe, KS
Mike and Jane Riegel, Highlands Ranch, CO
Robert Riker, Longmont, CO
William and Norma Riley, Omaha, NE
John Riola and Ellen Hauge, Sugar Land, TX
Corwin Ritchie, West Des Moines, IA
Charles Ritts, Loveland, CO
Diane Ritz, Highlands Ranch, CO
Susan Roach, Longmont, CO
J. P.and Marjorie Roberts, Jersey Village, TX
Cameron Roberts, La Crosse, WI
Philip and Marlys Robertson, Boulder, CO
Blake and Susan Robertson, Estes Park, CO
Janet Robertson, Boulder, CO
Aime and Carl Robicheaux, Estes Park, CO
Elizabeth and James Robinson, Wayne, PA
Gary and Sharon Robinson, Fort Collins, CO
Lois Roche, Henderson, NC
Rock Inn Mountain Tavern, Estes Park, CO
Barbara Rodekohr, Fort Collins, CO
Sheilah Roenfeldt, Evergreen, CO:

In honor of the Roenfeldt Family
Linda Rogers, Golden, CO
Chris and Elizabeth Rollinson, Erie, CO
Phillip and Jane Romig, Golden, CO
Robert and Lee Roper, Denver, CO
Cindy Rose, Berrien Center, Ml
Mark D. Rose, Lutz, FL
Stanley and Cynthia Rosenberg,
Centennial, CO
Judith Ross and James Carr, Estes Park, CO
Brian and Debby Ross, Denver, CO
Rotary Club of Estes Park, Estes Park, CO
Leonard and Mary Rothfeld, Lakewood, CO
Dustin Rozewski, Fort Collins, CO
Tony Ruckel, Denver, CO
Melvin and Leonora Rueppel, Estes Park, CO
Josef Ruhl, Arvada, CO
Dave Rusk, Estes Park, CO
Henry and Laurine Russell, Lee’s Summit, MO
Keith Rutledge, Tolleson, AZ:

In honor of the Turner Family
Jane Rutledge, Estes Park, CO
John and Rebecca Saccardi, Broomfield, CO
Victor Salas, Leadville, CO
Kay J. Saltus, Denver, CO
Richard and Karen Sandberg, Omaha, NE:
In honor of their grandchildren
Christopher Sanders, Centennial, CO
Susan and Philip Sargent, Fraser, CO
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Eric Schaetzel, Longmont, CO
Barbara Schally, Loveland, CO
Gladys Scheid, Cheyenne, WY:

In memory of Karen M. Scheid
Jerry and Mary Scheppel, Spokane, WA
Deborah Scherger, Hartsel, CO:

In honor of Shane Williams
David Schilling, Peachtree Corners, GA
Gerald Schlemer, Edwardsville, IL
Janet Schlindwein, San Antonio, TX:

In honor of Quinn Brett Carol and Randy Smith, Spring, TX
Constance Schmidt, Saint Louis, MO Denise Smith, Sellersburg, IN
Gary and Connie Schmidt, Estes Park, CO Francoise Smith, Fort Collins, CO
Mary and Wolfgang Schmidt, Loveland, CO Marilyn Smith, Colorado Springs, CO
Sara Schmidt, Kittredge, CO Ralph and Janet Smith, Fort Collins, CO
Keith and Marilyn Schmitt, Longmont, CO Robert and Deana Smith, Oklahoma City, OK
Mackenzie Schmitt, Loveland, CO Sidney Smith, Superior, CO
Maureen Schmutzler, Parker, CO Stuart and Elizabeth Smith, Waco, TX
Larry and Kathy Schnuck, Whitefish Bay, WI Theodore Snyder, Granada Hills, CA
Barbara Schnurr, Louisville, CO Bernd Sokolowski, PhD, Littleton, CO

Kenneth and Susan Slack, Dallas, TX
Charles and Barb Slicker, Estes Park, CO
Lara Smith, Denver, CO:

In memory of Carolyn Spencer
Jennifer Smith, Muncie, IN:

In memory of Karl F. Gasteyer
Gregory and Patricia Smith, Gainesville, FL:
In memory of Perky Smith
Pete and Carol Smith, Estes Park, CO
Bruce Smith, Salida, CO

Abigail Sperry, Longmont, CO
Margaret Spitzer, Greeley, CO
Debra Squires, Boulder, CO:

In memory of Duane and Bonnie Squires

Gayle Stagnitta, Aurora, CO
Thomas and Linda Stanar,
Highlands Ranch, CO
Ravi Starzl, Boulder, CO:

In memory of Thomas E. Starzl
John Stauffer, Topeka, KS
David and Joanne Stearn, Calabasas, CA:
In honor of Sonny, Sal and Family
Judith Steel, Ashland, VA
Ned Steele, Sunnyside, NY
Steiner King Foundation, Cincinnati, OH
Robert Stephenson, Overland Park, KS
John and Sally Stevenson, Estes Park, CO
James Steverson, Denver, CO
William and Mary Kay Stoehr, Boulder, CO
Rosemary Stoffel, Denver, CO

Denise and David Stookesberry,
Glen Haven, CO
Jane Stotts, Blue Ash, OH
Kevin and Janice Stout, Dillon, CO
Stephen Strachan, Parker, CO
Scott Strader and Cathy Taphorn,
Littleton, CO
Philip Straffin, Jr., Longmont, CO
Dwight and Linda Strandberg,
Estes Park, CO
John A. Streun Il, Denison, TX
Ruth Streveler, Lafayette, IN
Karin and Mark Striepe, Great Falls, MT
Roger and Carol Struve, Omaha, NE
Brian Stutheit, Littleton, CO
Evan Sugarbaker, Columbus, OH
Wayne Sullender, Estes Park, CO
Briana Sullivan, Fort Collins, CO:
In honor of John Sullivan
Allen and Christine Susedik, Eau Claire, WI

Robert and Susan Schubert, San Jose, CA
Larry Schulman, New Franken, WI
Gin Schulz, Parker, CO
Dave and Cheryl Schutz, Estes Park, CO
Schwab Charitable Fund/Cecily Drucker,
Mill Valley, CA
Schwab Charitable Fund/

Dave Hofmeister, Franktown, CO
Schwab Charitable Fund/

James and Linda Bily, Washington, UT
Schwab Charitable Fund/

Joan and Bruce Winstein, Denver, CO
Schwab Charitable Fund/

Kerry and Kristine Maletsky, Monument, CO
Schwab Charitable Fund/
Matthew and Marie Gordon, Englewood, CO
Schwab Charitable Fund/

Richard and Vicki Lane, St. Louis, MO
Schwab Charitable Fund/Susan Medak
and Greg Murphy, Berkeley, CA
Annette Scohy, Marietta, OH
Jeannine Seagren, Wheat Ridge, CO
John and Vicki Seeck, Bettendorf, IA
Mary Jo Seifert, Estes Park, CO
Andrew and Ellen Selig, Denver, CO:

In memory of Robert “Bob” Brunson
Richard Selim, Highlands Ranch, CO
Mark and Kathryn Semerad, Estes Park, CO
Barbara Shaeffer, Smyrna, GA
Eileen Sharkey, Evergreen, CO
John and Patricia Shearer, Johnstown, CO
Michael Sheets, Littleton, CO
Brett Shelton, Corning, NY
Charlotte and John Shepic, Lakewood, CO
Melissa Shifflette, Charleston, SC
Pam Shindeldecker, Austin, TX
Janice Shirey, Louisville, CO
John and Barbara Shirley, Taylorsville, KY:
In memory of Carolyn Veneeman
Jessica Short, Highland, IL:

In honor of Brian Warden
Gregory Shows, Lakewood, CO
Peter and Mary Shultz, Westminster, CO
Daniel Shurz and Katherine Lee, Denver, CO
Darla Sidles and Mark Collins, Estes Park, CO
Logan Sigala, Littleton, CO
Cailee Simon, Boulder, CO
John and Charlotte Simonson,
Prairie Village, KS
Sarah and Kenneth Singer, Jacksonville, FL:
In honor of Jesse Miller
Donna Singer, Broomfield, CO
Doug and Lynn Singletary, Gulfport, MS
Richard and Deborah Sisung, Grand Lake, CO
Skechers USA, Manhattan Beach, CA:
In memory of Daniel Classen
Kimberly Skyelander, Loveland, CO

Susan Solick, Berthoud, CO
Jean Sommerville, La Canada, CA

Logan Spencer, Westminster, CO
Linda and Don Sperber, Lakewood, CO Fort Collins, CO

Michael and Cynthia Stohl, Santa Barbara, CA  James and Jan Swaney, Estes Park, CO
Martha Stokely, Beech Island, SC Jon and Ginger Swanson,

Greg and Carin Spalla, Seymour, IN Dennis Stoltenberg, Broomfield, CO West Des Moines, |A:
lan and Breanna Speir, Colorado Springs, CO  Mike and Carol Stolz, Fort Collins, CO In memory of John and Dar Swanson
David and Elizabeth Stonecipher,
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Jon and Ginger Swanson,
West Des Moines, IA:
In memory of Judy R. Brooks
Jim and Sue Swanson, Denver, CO
Michael Sweeney, San Antonio, TX
Les and Sarah Sweeney, Evergreen, CO
William and Nancy Sweet, Denver, CO
Christine Sweetland, Centennial, CO:
In memory of Carl Thornburg
Caesar and Peggy Sweitzer, Chatham, NJ
Houston and Matilda Swenson,
Indianapolis, IN
Nancy K. Sworts, Arvada, CO
Karen Szews, Greenfield, WI:
In memory of Ed and Jean Szews
Brian Talmadge, Lafayette, CO
Yuet Tang, Golden, CO
Nancy Tanner, Grand Junction, CO:
In honor of Amy Rodriguez
James Tanner, Boulder, CO
Mark and Wendy Tarletsky, Centennial, CO
Bruce Tarwater and Ruth Bradley,
lowa City, 1A
Mary Ann Tavery, Denver, CO
Pat and John Taylor, Silverthorne, CO
Vickie and Alex Taylor, La Canada, CA
Jeff Terrill, Lakewood, CO
Diane Teto, North Grafton, MA:
In memory of Ellen M. Smith
The Colorado Trust, Denver, CO
The Graham Edwin and Sharon Janosik
Mitchell Foundation, West Chester, OH
The Greater Cincinnati Foundation/Smith
and Susan Hickenlooper, Cincinnati, OH:
In memory of John Blakemore
The Greater Cincinnati Foundation/
Joseph and Susan Pichler, Cincinnati, OH
The Northern Trust Company/
Daniel J. Wilhelm, Phoenix, AZ
The T. Rowe Price Program for Charitable
Giving/Arthur and Denise Foley,
Colorado Springs, CO
The T. Rowe Price Program for Charitable
Giving/Stephen Roberts, West Hartford, CT
Michael Thebeau, Lone Tree, CO
Peggy L. Themar, Highland Village, TX:
In memory of Peggy Askew
Dan Delancey and Linda Thomas,
Kansas City, MO
Catherine Thomas, Austin, TX
David and Susan Thomas, Estes Park, CO
Rick Thomas, Loveland, CO
Arlene and Richard Thompson, Denver, CO:
In memory of Eric Karika
Herbert and Sharon Thompson, Decatur, IL
James and Janice Thompson, Estes Park, CO
Micha Thompson, Aurora, CO
Scott and Karen Thompson, Estes Park, CO
Bruce Thornblad, Omaha, NE
Mary Jane and Steven Thorson,
Fort Collins, CO
Gregory and Heather Thorwald,
Westminster, CO
Nancy and John Thut, Estes Park, CO
TIAA Teachers Insurance and Annuity
Association/Gordon Family Foundation
Giving Fund, Denver, CO
Rebecca Timmins and Michael Barnes,
Merrifield, MN
Eleanor Tjossem, Marshalltown, IA
Santos Tobar, Sunnyvale, CA
Julie and John Tobin, Highlands Ranch, CO
John and Carole Tomaras, Bloomingdale, IL
Barbara Trofholz, Estes Park, CO:
In honor of their grandchildren
Miranda and Bob Trout, Berthoud, CO
Larry and Linda Tryon, Fort Collins, CO

Linda Trzyna, Colorado Springs, CO
Susan Turman, Denver, CO:
In memory of Marcia and Bill Turman
Nathan Turner, Denver, CO
Carole K. Tuttle, Fort Collins, CO
James and Catherine Tyree, Corpus Christi, TX
U.S, Charitable Gift Trust/Janet Greiner,
Lakewood, CO
Elizabeth Ugalde, Estes Park, CO
Union Pacific Fund for Effective
Government/Jolene and Keith Svancara,
Estes Park, CO
Urban Charitable Foundation/Tim Urban,
Des Moines, IA
US Bank, Estes Park, CO
Sandra Utz, Longmont, CO
Liz Vaagen, Broomfield, CO
Carl Vail, Steamboat Springs, CO
Dino Valaoritis, New York, NY
Jennifer Van de Kamp, Broomfield, CO
Barbara Van Horne, Denver, CO
Jacqueline Van Lysebettens, Seattle, WA
David and Debra Van Tassel, Estes Park, CO
Jean and Joe Van Winkle, Estes Park, CO
Scott VanEyk, Cherry Hills Village, CO
Vanguard Charitable/
Edward and Mary Moyer, Peoria, IL
Vanguard Charitable/

Paul and Joan Lavell, Boulder, CO
Vanguard Charitable/Willard and Nancy
Lewis, Trabuco Canyon, CA
John Vanier, Salina, KS:

In honor of Donna Vanier
Robert and Karen Venohr, Aurora, CO
Marilyn and John Vergoth, Estes Park, CO
Ronald Villiotti, Highlands Ranch, CO
Jane Von Letkemann, Longmont, CO:
In memory of Grant B. Von Letkemann
Gary and Diana Wade, Loveland, CO
Priscilla Wagener, Boulder, CO
Daniel Waggoner, Denver, CO
Ronald and Linda Wagner, Roeland Park, KS
William Wahl, Longmont, CO
Jim and Karen Wailes, Black Hawk, CO
Martha Bendel Waite, Canon City, CO
Dean and Kathy Waits, Colorado Springs, CO
Rachel Walborn, Monument, CO
Beth Waldinger, Scottsdale, AZ
Melissa Walker, Colorado Springs, CO
Barbara Wallace, Bowie, TX:

In honor of June Heard
David Wallace, Eden Prairie, MN:

In memory of Fred R. Wallace, Jr.
Timothy and Julie Walsh, Windsor, CO
Gloria and John Walsh, Orland Park, IL
Claire Walter, Boulder, CO
Sharon Ward, Fort Collins, CO
Thomas and Judy Ward, Denver, CO
Jennifer Warner, Greenwood, IN
Cynthia and David Warrick,
Highlands Ranch, CO
Thomas and Rachelle Washburn,
Estes Park, CO
Joe and Barb Wasung, Greeley, CO
Cory Watkins, Seattle, WA:

In honor of Louise V. Atteridg
Steve and Carol Watson, Bozrah, CT
Michael and Rebecca Watts, Estes Park, CO
Sarah Webb, Alstead, NH
Allen and Georgia Weber, Waco, TX
Barbara Weber, Denver, CO
Andrea Webster, Maineville, OH
Elizabeth Weisberg, Estes Park, CO
Lisa L. Weisensel, Beaver Dam, WI
Hillary and Edward Weisman, Brooklyn, NY:
In memory of Ella Weisman
Tim Welch, Littleton, CO

William and Marlene Wenk, Denver, CO
Carol Wernet, Louisville, CO
Adla and Phillip West, Denver, CO
Daniel Westcott, Lakewood, CO
Donald and Mary Sue Wester,
New Hope, MN
Chuck and Sarah Westerheide, Edmond, OK

Vanessa Westfall, Sugar Grove, IL:

In honor of Kelton Westfalll
Wayne Wexell, Windsor, CO
Donelda Wheatley, Yukon, OK:

In memory of Newt Wheatley
Carolyn Wheeler, Monument, CO
Whitney and Jim Wheeless, Boulder, CO
Joan Whitbeck, Denver, CO:

In honor of Ellie Miller
Amy White, Danville, CA:

In memory of Wendy Basmajian
Caitlin White, Boulder, CO
Steve White, Van Wert, OH
Steven and Frances White, Arvada, CO
Zac Wiebe and Nicole Paschis, Fort Collins, CO
Nancy Wigington, Boulder, CO
Wynne Wilbur, Kirksville, MO
Lawrence and Linda Williams, Estes Park, CO
Chad T. Williams, Omaha, NE
Michael Williams, Highlands Ranch, CO
Nancy Williams, Seattle, WA
PJ and Jeanne Williams, Colorado Springs, CO
Robin and Gary Williams, Estes Park, CO
J. M. Michael and Peggy Wilson,
Whitefish Bay, WI:

In memory of Sally Virginia Pepper
Linda Wilson, Bloomington, IL:

In memory of Vicky K. Barton
Lorraine Wilson, Lafayette, CO
Julie Winchell, Kelley, IA:

In memory of Wayne A. Stensland
Joe and Lori Wisniewski, Lansing, Ml
kevin and Kevin wolf, Estes Park, CO
Joy Wolf, Mount Pleasant, WI
Roger and Deborah Wolfe, Fort Collins, CO
Esther Worker, Broomfield, CO
William and Suzanne Wuerthele, Denver, CO
Bryan L. Wyberg, Roseville, MN
Arthur and Virginia Wycoff, Williamsburg, VA
Xanterra Parks and Resorts, Estes Park, CO
Susan Yancik, Boulder, CO:

In memory of Frank and Marion Yancik
Victoria Yang, Longmont, CO
Ginny and Rich Youngkin, Littleton, CO
YourCause/Andrew Walters, Centennial, CO
YourCause/Jane Stout, Ankeny, IA
YourCause/Michael Booth,
Colorado Springs, CO
YourCause/Scott and Melanie Joy,
Denver, CO
YourCause/Susan Bourque, Englewood, CO
Julie Zahniser, Boulder, CO:

In memory of John Thweatt
Tibor and Bess Zana, Madison, WI
Brittany Zeinstra, Lafayette, CO:

In honor of Lauren Bendinelli
Richard Zelenka, Loveland, CO
Charlotte and Ken Ziebarth, Boulder, CO
Greg Ziebold, Boulder, CO
Freddi Zitter-Smith and Scott Smith,
Golden, CO
Kenneth and Eilene Znidersic, Louisville, KY
Howard and Faye Zuckerman, Dexter, Ml

All in Memory of Kristin Weller
Karen Artell, Fort Collins, CO
Susan Ernst, Oak Forest, IL
V. Jean Gratigny, Naperville, IL
Kathleen Hill, Longmont, CO
Lyssa Holz, Highlands Ranch, CO

Kathleen Knowlton, Morrison, CO
Lisa Miller, Littleton, CO
Steven Morrow, Morrison, CO
Ruth Mary Nichols, Lone Tree, CO
Patrick Sanchez, Parker, CO
Lisa Socha, Niles, IL
Mark Susak, Lakewood, CO
Amber Thiel, Denver, CO
Penny Weller, Auburn, WA
Ken Weller, Centennial, CO
Ken Weller, Centennial, CO
Joseph Welter, Colorado Springs, CO
Laurie Winkelman, Chicago, IL
Megan Wood, Edwardsville, IL

All in Memory of Barbara “Babs” Mock
James and Karen Daugherty, Estes Park, CO
Keith and Beth Heaton, Eden Prairie, MN
Doug and Linda Reynolds, Topeka, KS
Anne Rogers, Estes Park, CO
Greg and Cathy Taylor, Livingston, TX

All in Memory of John B. Skelly
Michelle Lyons, Aurora, IN
Mary Beth Murphy, Cincinnati, OH
Thomas Stapp, Houston, TX
John and Evelyn Thoelcke, Estes Park, CO

CASCADE COTTAGES

FUND

Lynda Price Bohager, Hanover, PA:
In honor of the Z.Q.P. Forestry
Operations Specialist
Don and Carole Cheley, Denver, CO

CONSERVATION CORPS

FUND

Jeff and Robbi Amen, Centennial, CO:
In memory of Kristin Weller
American Endowment Foundation/
Marvin and Carolyn Johnson, Timnath, CO
Walt and Marlene Borneman, Estes Park, CO
Robert and Sally Braddy, Fort Collins, CO
Curt and Heidi Buchholtz, Estes Park, CO:
In honor of Bruce and Dorothy Dines
Curt and Heidi Buchholtz, Estes Park, CO:
In memory of David Robertson
Richard and Janet Coe, Estes Park, CO
Robert and Kimberly Copple, Manhattan, KS
Darryl and Carolyn DeMara, Lafayette, CO
Dorothy Dines, Denver, CO
Mary Ann Dornfeld, Lafayette, CO
Randall and Margaret Ellenz, Wichita, KS
Fidelity Charitable/

Paul and Rosemary Eide, Fort Collins, CO
Tom and Fran Fike, Brighton, CO:

In memory of John Denver
John and Lynne Geweke, Estes Park, CO
Sarah Greenleaf, Lafayette, CO:

In memory of Mike Skeldon
Fleur Hampton, Estes Park, CO:

In memory of Dr. Bud Hampton
Nellie Hastings, Orland Park, IL
Daniel and Mary Hymans, Loveland, CO
Theodore and Susan Larson, Centennial, CO
Helen Masterson, Arvada, CO:

In honor of Susie Masterson
Parks Project, LLC, Marina Del Rey, CA
Penelope Potter, Mukilteo, WA
Alyce Richardson, Austin, TX
Mark and Linda Richardson, Longmont, CO
William and Norma Riley, Omaha, NE
John Rossie, Ottumwa, 1A
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Carlen Schenk and Barry Brezan,
New Berlin, WI
Wild Tribute, Salt Lake City, UT
Marvin Woolf and Hannah Huse, Boulder, CO
Phyllis Zumwinkel, Denver, CO

All in Memory of Vicky K. Barton
Dewayne and Janet Barton, Washington, IL
Nicholas and Ashleigh Feit, El Paso, IL
Randy and Donna Pressley, Wapella, IL
Janet Spera, Normal, IL

EDUCATION &

OUTREACH FUND

Community Foundation of Northern
Colorado/Jennifer and
Thomas Shoemaker, Fort Collins, CO
Mark DeGregorio, Masonville, CO

BROWN EDUCATION
FUND

Thomas O. Brown Foundation,
Warrenville, IL

CONSERVANCY GENER-
AL OPERATIONS FUND

Elizabeth Elser Doolittle Charitable
Trusts, Milwaukee, WI:
In memory of Elizabeth Doolittle

HISTORIC PRESERVATION

FUND

John and Connie Berry, Castle Rock, CO
Laura and Hernan Erlig, Thousand Oaks, CA
Ellen and Jorge Fernandez, Loveland, CO
Nellie Hastings, Orland Park, IL
Gerald and Ann Heinz, East Dundee, IL
Harlan L. Horst, Fort Collins, CO
Ned and Patty Husman, Centennial, CO
Theresa Johnson, Frisco, CO
Elizabeth Kirkland, Devon, PA:

In memory of Donald Kirkland
Gilbert and Mary Knapp, Spencer, NY
David Kuntz and Patti Mulvihill, Boulder, CO
Rebecca Pirtle, Kingston, WA:

In memory of Hal and Dorry Bush
Francis Strehl, Oak Brook, IL
Lois and Pete Sumey, Estes Park, CO:
In honor of Mary Ann Richter
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Tipps, Houston, TX
Candice VanRunkle, Santa Fe, NM

HOLZWARTH TROUT

LODGE FUND

Renate Edmundson, Longmont, CO

KVC EXHIBITS FU

Brad Coleman, Englewood, CO
Charles and Trudy Cowman, Woodbury, MN
Colin and Christina Davis, Flower Mound, TX

Carmen E. Irizarry, Elburn, IL:
In memory of June Elissa Irizarry
Deborah Knutson, Fraser, CO
Dave and Corinne Lively, Grand Lake, CO
Nancy and Stewart McNab, Tabernash, CO

Dana and Janet Miller, Greeley, CO
Carleton and Diane Moore, Mesa, AZ
William O’Donnell, Grand Lake, CO:
In memory of Jean C. O’Donnell

Joseph and Julie Ontiveros, Littleton, CO

Shane Ring, Moab, UT
Dave and Lois Sauer, Wamego, KS
Robbie Sonniksen, Salinas, CA

Chris and Kelly Wheeler, Louisville, CO

LAND PROTECTION

FUND

Gary and Mary Anne Begg, Boone, IA:

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. John Owen
Tera Cameron, Lansing, KS:
In memory of Dick Cameron
Cathy Campbell, West Lafayette, IN:
In memory of Michael G. Mclntire
Aaron Cerny, Minneapolis, MN
Jessica Connour, Heyworth, IL:

In memory of Vicky K. Barton
Jody Crider, Grand Junction, CO:
In memory of Gwenith Ann Burrow
Jose Espinosa, Ann Arbor, MI:

In memory of Alex Anadon
Wesley Fairbanks, waterloo, IA:

In honor of Gary Dean Webrand
Fidelity Charitable/

Mike and Andrea Banks, Boulder, CO:

In memory of John Karl Link
Andrew Franks, Waynesburg, PA
Marthe Groves, Pittsburgh, PA:
In memory of Andy Drake
Irene Healy, Albuquerque, NM
Zona Janssen, Lone Tree, CO:
In memory of Kristin Weller
Jennifer Johnson, Washington, IL:
In honor of Ron Achterberg
Carol T. Linnig, Estes Park, CO:
In memory of Barbara”Babs” Mock
Carl McEncroe, Golden, CO
Dolores Michaels, Oakmont, PA:
In memory of Matthew Clark

Terry and Catherine Nance, Overland Park, KS

Brandy Rogers, Parker, CO:
In memory of Diane Rogers

Michiel Tedford, Colorado Springs, CO:

In memory of JoAnn Sterry
Jason Tew, Denver, CO

Rebecca Timmins and Michael Barnes,

Merrifield, MN

Robert and Brenda Ward, Windsor, CO

Paul Yeargain, Casselberry, FL

LEGACY ENDOWMENT

FUND

Kenneth Gamauf, Boulder, CO

LONGS PEAK TRAIL
FUND

Richard E. Hoffman, M.D., Denver, CO

NEXT GENERATION

FUND

Nancy Abbott, Kremmling, CO
Brianna Alico, Boonsboro, MD:

In honor of Joseph and LeAnne Penkala

Kendall and Suzanne Angevine,
Lafayette, CO

Jerald and Cecile Strickland, Houston, TX:

Philip Bell, Florence, OR:
In memory of JoAnne (Josie) Bell

J.D. and Rose Marie Benisek, San Angelo, TX

Kathryn Bolinsky, Loveland, CO:

In memory of Jill Reynolds
Kenneth and Susan Brunk, Centennial, CO
Sandra Cardillo, Fort Collins, CO
Verl and Carolyn Carlson, Johnstown, CO:
In memory of Ramone Fischer
Carole Cotham, Corvallis, OR
Nancy Cowen, Denver, CO:

In memory of Tim Fromelt
Joanie Crockett, Estes Park, CO
Merle Daniels, Golden, CO:

In honor of Beth and George Carle
Brian and Louise Desmond, Estes Park, CO
Nancy and Ernest Diedrich, Denver, CO
Lois and Bruce Ellingwood, Estes Park, CO
Douglas Elliot, Clinton, CT
Dan Elliott and Mary Anne Maier,
Longmont, CO:

In memory of John R. and Marian C. Elliott
Martha Evans, Boulder, CO
Polly Feis, Lincoln, NE
Sara Fleming, Saint Louis, MO:

In honor of John D. Fleming
Larry and Jeri Frederick, Estes Park, CO:
In memory of Bob Haines
E. Freed, Falls Church, VA:

In memory of William Carl Busch
Marianne Gaynor, Riverview, Ml:

In honor of Kelly and Ryan Dick
Dennis and Patricia Gordon, Union, KY
Daniel Goyette and Kathy Falk, River Hills, WI:
In memory of Prior Generations
Greater Kansas City Community Foundation/
Joyce and Mark Fleming, Cedar Rapids, IA
Gia Hamilton and Charles Proudfit,
Boulder, CO
Kathleen and Lindell Hurst, Katy, TX
Willard and Patricia Johnson, Peoria
Heights, IL
Steven Junkersfeld, Loveland, CO
Peggy Keefer and Mike Sargeant,
Canon City, CO:

In honor of their children and grandchildren
Dick and Mary Lou Kinney, Boise, ID
Scott and Tricia Kostner-Nicholson,
Broomfield, CO
Marcia Logan, Estes Park, CO
Katherine and John Long, Estes Park, CO
Liz Lucke, Loveland, CO
Carol and Harry Martz, Los Alamos, NM
Marc McCurry, Norton Shores, Mi
Molly McNabb, Dillon, CO:

In honor of Patrick, Kiban, Kate, Finn
and Sonny McNabb
National Park Foundation, Washington, DC
Christopher Nekarda, Washington, DC:
In honor of
Susan Medak and Gregory Murphy
Linda Nolan, Loveland, CO
Andrea Paseka, Omaha, NE
Dennis and Candi Phillips, Merriam, KS
Cason and Rachel Pierce, Denver, CO
Rodger K. and Holly Poage, Montrose, CO
Mary Ann Rasnak, Lawrence, KS
William and Norma Riley, Omaha, NE
Joan and Terry Roberson,

West Des Moines, IA
Mark and Gwen Sparn, Boulder, CO
Gene and Martha Stehman, Fort Collins, CO
William and Shirley Sterling, Jr.,
Georgetown, TX

Vanguard Charitable, Warwick, RI:

In memory of Andrew Wells Barron
Barbara Vowles, Fort Collins, CO
Susan Wallace, Greeley, CO
Luke Waters, New York, NY:

In honor of Zach Waters and Avalon Yarnes
Caroline A. Wilkinson, Denver, CO

RMNP EMPLOYEE

HOUSING FUND

Fred and Catherine Gaupp, Covington, LA

SEARCH & RESCUE/

WILDERNESS
EDUCATION FUND

Community Foundation of Northern
Colorado/James and Gail Cozette,
Estes Park, CO
Nathan and Karen Dick, Estes Park, CO
Renate Edmundson, Longmont, CO
Robert and Katherine Gould, Cambridge, WI
Robert and Sumi Jamieson, Boulder, CO:
In honor of RMNP SAR Team
Pamela Johnson, Westminster, CO
Sheridan Jones, Houston, TX:

In memory of Kerry Dee Kelley
Judy L. Swann, Loma, CO
Alexander Weiss and Susan Rowley,
Evanston, IL

TRAIL IMPROVEMENT

FUND

Larry Adams, Longmont, CO

Rick and Kate Adams, Danielsville, PA

Richard and Sarah Amos, Minneapolis, MN
Joshua Anderson, Lakewood, CO
LaVerne Anderson, Longmont, CO

Charlie and Casey Audirsch, Houma, LA:
In memory of Lorraine Audirsch

Bank of America/Rosemary and Paul Eide,

Estes Park, CO
Rae and Louise Batch, Fort Collins, CO
Patti Behrend, Woodstock, GA:
In honor of Nick Kennelly
Robert Bell, Omaha, NE:

In honor of Rich and Karen Sandberg
Scott and Tammy Benson, Coon Valley, WI
Gary and Elizabeth Bernhard, Austin, TX:

In memory of Al and Marcia Persons

Yvonne Besvold, Burbank, CA
Kelley and Ron Beuchat, Topeka, KS
Price Blanchard, Elizabeth, CO
David and Mary Ann Bliley, Erie, PA:

In memory of Richard D. Bliley
Richard and Judith Bliley, Erie, PA
Paul and Gayle Bohrer, Greeley, CO
Cynthia Brady, Estes Park, CO
Patricia Brand, Longmont, CO
Steven and Cindy Brant, Beulah, MI:

In honor of Tim Schwartz
Martha and Andrew Brown, Glade Park, CO:
In memory of Doug Brown
James and Janel Brown, Longmont, CO
Judy Byrd, Atlanta, GA
John Callahan, Phoenix, AZ
Everrett Carlson, Loveland, CO:

In memory of Millie Carlson
Marjorie A. Carr, Gladstone, MO
Lee Carvell, Cumming, GA
George C. Casey, Denver, CO

In honor of Jim Pickering
The Peterson Charitable Lead Trust,
Houston, TX:

In memory of Anna Faye and Harry Peterson
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Richard Chiaramonte and Sally Eberhardt,
Stamford, CT
Patrick Clifford, Boulder, CO:

In memory of Dorothy Larby
Stephen and Margie Coberley, Wichita, KS
Eleanor Collinsworth, Rome, ME
Jeffrey and Susan Conklin, Loudon, TN
Susan Cooper, Estes Park, CO
Roger Cousins, Marion, IA:

In memory of Jill Cousins
Catherine Cozzarelli, Washington, DC
Jennifer Cretney, Mukwonago, WI
Robert Currie, Garland, TX
Julimarie Dagen, Muskegon, MI:

In honor of Marc Mccurry
William and Kathy David, Aurora, CO
Aris Davis, Hastings, NE
James Davis, Somers Point, NJ
Lynn and Tim Dennis, Saint Paul, MN
David and Laura Denton, Louisville, CO
James Dolan, Estes Park, CO
Jennifer Drayton, Fort Collins, CO
Sarah Duncan, Edinburgh:

In honor of Jan and Stephen Houser
Donna Dye, Muncie, IN:

In memory of Lee Dye
Melissa Enge, Pflugerville, TX:

In honor of Lee Carvell
Fred and Tena Engelman, Estes Park, CO
Richard Ernst, Saint Louis, MO
Vickie Ferguson, Farmington, AR:

In memory of John Denver
Bill and Anne Fitzgerald, Fremont, NE
Jonathan Fried, Lakewood, CO:

In honor of Joshua Fried
Helga Gaffron, Niwot, CO
H. Veronika Gaia, Lyons, CO
Annette Gaskill, Ranchester, WY
Marianne Gaynor, Riverview, Ml:

In honor of Gene and Martha Stehman
Kathleen Geer, Columbia, CT
Wanda Gentile, Colorado Springs, CO
Janice and Wayne Gibb, Berthoud, CO:
In memory of Ruth Hess
Deryl W. Gingery, Loveland, CO
James and Yvonne Glendenning,
Lake Stevens, WA:

In memory of Kevin Glendenning
Melanie Gorrell, Greenwood, IN:

In memory of Dave Jacks
Margaret and Brian Greene, Longmont, CO
John Grotans, Denver, CO
Robert and Trish Guse, El Dorado, KS
Donna Hahn, Estes Park, CO
Carl and Nancy Hane, Fort Collins, CO
Julie and Martin Harrington, Denver, CO:
In memory of David Robertson
Susan Harris, Estes Park, CO:

In memory of Ron Harris
Nellie Hastings, Orland Park, IL
Janene and Steven Hawkins, Burnsville, MN
Karla Hayes, Haymarket, VA
Cheryl Hayman, Colorado Springs, CO
Chris and Jim Hazen, Lexington, NC
Beverly A. Henderson, Estes Park, CO
Richard and Diane Heppner, Claremont, CA:
In honor of Elizabeth Heppner
Elizabeth Heppner, Boulder, CO
Josephine Hereford, Saint Louis, MO
Glen and Barbara Herrington-Hall,
St. Paul, MN:

In memory Clint and Gen Hall
Bobby R. Hettmansperger, Silver Lake, IN
Catherine Hilliard, Dripping Springs, TX:
In memory of Mike Hilliard
Karen Hoewing, Medford, OR:

In honor of Jackie Sullivan

Virginia Hogben and James Beck,
Philadelphia, PA
Carol Holden, Tiburon, CA
Phyllis A. Holst, Longmont, CO:

In memory of Barbara”Babs” Mock
Donald and Rietta Huddle, Houston, TX
Martha and Gregory Hughes, Princeton, NJ
Trina Hughes, Bennett, CO
Carol Hundley, Homer Glen, IL:

In memory of John Hundley
Kathleen and Lindell Hurst, Katy, TX
David and Nancy Hurt, Loveland, CO
Julie and Rick Jacobs, Fort Worth, TX
Robert Jager, Colorado Springs, CO
James Thiebeau, Bailey, NC
Jean and Walter Jazun, Parker, CO
Janice Jensen and Vicki Wright,
Estes Park, CO
Mary Johnson, Longmont, CO
Steven and Jenifer Johnson, Fort Collins, CO
Steven and Annette Joliat, Kingston, TN
Sheridan Jones, Houston, TX:

In memory of Ruth Hess
Jan Justice-Waddington, Golden, CO:
In memory of David Robertson
Deborah Keating, Kansas City, MO:

In honor of Frances Keating
Jeff Keller, Hilliard, OH
Brian Kemp, Edina, MN:

In memory of George D. Kemp
Dave Kempkes and Sharon Norris,
Estes Park, CO
Susan King, Livingston, TX:

In memory of Jason Cotner
Robert and Geraldine Kissner, Zionsville, IN
Chandra Klinkner, Aurora, CO
Galen and Pam Kluck, Richland, NE
Deborah Kodros, Morton Grove, IL:

In memory of her mom and dad
M.L. and Christine Korphage, Wichita, KS
Afton Kortz, Denver, CO
Robert and Marilyn Krisinger, Altoona, 1A
Paul Krusa and Marie Curry, Longmont, CO
John Kuzan and Patti Vocker, Tampa, FL
Christopher and Lynn Kyle, Galloway, NJ
Tracy Lantz and Tony Kish, Catonsville, MD
Josephine Lawson, Memphis, TN
Peter and Jane Lederer, Fort Collins, CO:
In memory of Melanie Valente
Kristen Lenahan, Lakewood, CO
Howard and Toni Levine, Wayne, IL
Kay Linder, Fort Collins, CO:

In memory of William “Bill” Wilde
Dora Lorimer, Orange, TX
Loveland Mountain Club, Loveland, CO
Keith Lucey and Michelle Macey, Arvada, CO
Trudi and Duane Lyda, Erie, CO
Lee Machin, Estes Park, CO
Ellen Macleay, Westminster, CO
Paul and Kimberly Madden, Owasso, OK
Gregory Malsam, Longmont, CO
Kathy L. Marlow, West Des Moines, 1A
Susan McComb, Whitefish Bay, WI:

In honor of Alexandra P. Jones
Muffy and Mike McLanahan, Houston, TX
James and Tricia Medlock, Fort Collins, CO
Mary Meier, Des Moines, |A
Martha Melcher, Saint Paul, MN:

In memory of Philip Melcher
Mark Meremonte, Evergreen, CO
K. C. and Regine Mericle,
Highlands Ranch, CO
Maxine Mestas, Mead, CO
Nancy Meyer, Grand Rapids, Ml
Scott Mikulak, Fort Collins, CO
Gabriele Miles, Loveland, CO
Gloria and Barry Miller, Boulder, CO

Toni Miller and Pete Lasho, Estes Park, CO
Frances and Albert Mitterer, Arvada, CO:
In memory of Betty Hedlund
Sharon Montini and Brent Solman,
Berthoud, CO
Merle and Patricia Moore, Estes Park, CO:
In honor of Bruce and Candace Kane
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Moore, Little Rock, AR:
In honor of Dr. Dean Kumpuris
Rebecca and Jack Morgan, St. Petersburg, FL
Kenneth Moyer, Hazleton, PA
Christine Mueller, Longmont, CO
John Neale, Farmington, NM:

In honor of Pat and Dale Neale
Amanda Neinast, Austin, TX:

In honor of Ron and Peggy Kuhns
Gary and Beverly Nelson, Aurora, CO
William and Janice Newman, Fort Collins, CO
Sharon Norris and Dave Kempkes,
Estes Park, CO
Joseph and Rosalie Oliveri, Austin, TX:
In memory of Irving H. Fox
Christine Olsem, Luxemburg, IA
Michael and Jane Olson, Loveland, CO
Debra Ore, Fairway, KS
Stacy Oshinski, Ponce Inlet, FL:

In memory of Julie Gwynn
Panelogic, Inc., Corning, NY
Christopher and Linda Paris, Boulder, CO
George and Theresa Parish, Amory, MS
Gary Parker, Centennial, CO
Carla Personette, Pearl City, IL:

In memory of Stephen Personette
Sheila Pettersen, Fort Myers Beach, FL
Kevin Pieper, Sarasota, FL
Rodger and Holly Poage, Montrose, CO
Marlys and Lyle Polson, Estes Park, CO
Diane Rammelsberg, Libertyville, IL
Bruce and Karen Randolph, Naperville, IL
Ronald and Rebecca Reeve, Palatine, IL
Cheryl and Ben Reyes, Sycamore, IL
Robert and Myra Rich, Denver, CO
Louis and Patricia Riedmann, Omaha, NE
Pamela Riggs, Dallas, TX
William and Norma Riley, Omaha, NE
Nancy and Stanley Roberts, Longmont, CO:
In memory of Tim Fromelt
Mr. and Mrs. William Robertson,
Colorado Springs, CO
Aime and Carl Robicheaux, Estes Park, CO
Norma Robinson, Colorado Springs, CO:
In memory of John L. Robinson
Patty Robinson, Bolingbrook, IL:

In memory of Richard and Ruth VanderMey
Lee Ann Sack, Wichita, KS
William and Lori Sandberg, Parker, CO
Marla Schiebout, Loveland, CO:

In memory of Ruth Hess
Chase L. Seaver, Atlanta, GA:

In honor of Mary Seaver
Craig and Pamela Seaver, Estes Park, CO
Rich Shertzer, Monument, CO
Herman and Kathryn Sievering, Boulder, CO
Aubrey Smading, Austin, TX:

In honor of Dan Smading
Jonathan Smith, Fort Collins, CO:
In honor of Lisa Smith
Bob and Kathie Smith, Walterboro, SC
Troy and Sue Smith, Dallas, TX
Jeanne M. Spreier, Dallas, TX
Russell and Kathleen Srack,
Pleasant Valley, MO:

In memory of Paul Srack
Charles Stanley, Frederick, CO:
In honor of Owen Harok
Don and Chris Steger, Tuscon, AZ
Jane Stotts, Blue Ash, OH

Strear Family Foundation, Inc/Marci Roper,
Denver, CO
Mark and Joan Strobel, St. Paul, MN
David and Carla Stutts, Houston, TX
Lisa and Steve Sullivan, Sparta, WI:

In honor of Jack Kemper
Barbara and Ralph Swanson, Phillips, WI
James and Cynthia Thompson, Spring, TX:

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Stoker

Todd Family Foundation, Greeley, CO

Henry Wolcott Toll, Santa Fe, NM:

In honor of Edward Wolcott Toll
John and Laura Toomey, Cuyahoga Falls, OH
Rachel and Kenneth Towbin, Potomac, MD

Trail Trekkers, Estes Park, CO
Ron and Marilyn Tuttle, Loveland, CO
Deborah Tyler, Estes Park, CO:

In memory of Anna and Neal Payden
Vanguard Charitable/

Janet Prehn, Arvada, CO
Vanguard Charitable/

Neil and Joyce Dunbar, Golden, CO
Donald Verhaeghe, Colorado Springs, CO
Steven Volker, Fort Collins, CO:

In memory of Robert Volker
Allyn and Sara Walker, Murfreesboro, TN
Robert Walters, Columbia, MO
Susan Walters, Longmont, CO
Dale Warner, Lake Placid, FL:

In honor of Jon and Amy Platt
Anne Weir, Mount Pleasant, IA:

In memory of Phil and Willie Goettsch
Eric Weiss, Miami, FL
Cara and Eric Welch, Brighton, CO
Sharon K. Welton, Springfield, MO:

In memory of James Barclay
Martin Wiesehan and Janet Gehring,
Peoria, IL
Mollie Mitchell and John Wilson Foundation,
Castle Pines, CO
Suzy Winchester, Boca Raton, FL
Janet Winterrose, St Louis, MO
Irene Yap, Longmont, CO
Jim and Linda Zafarana, Fort Collins, CO:
In honor of James D. Zafarana
Pamela and Bill Zarrella, Boca Raton, FL

OLSON FAMILY

FELLOWSHIP FUND

Alan and Carol Ann Olson, Boulder, CO

It is with great thanks
that we acknowledge
these many donors who
have made generous
gifts to benefit Rocky
Mountain National Park
— and us all.



Rocky Mountain Conservancy Newsletter

23

Extended Nature Notes
An Eerie Encounter
in Moraine Park

Kim Muench has lived in Estes Park for more than
30 years, and she’s spent a lot of time in the backcountry.
She’s seen the back side of a mountain lion twice, and a
dead mountain lion in her neighborhood on the west side
of Prospect Mountain many years ago. Her next encounter
was face-to-face, and it felt very different.

It was early September last year, and she and her
husband drove out to Moraine Park for a couple hours of
fly fishing around 6-8 P.M., like they had done many times
before. They parked a bit east of the stables and planned
to rendezvous back at the car by 8 P.M., which was around
dusk. Kim fished upstream from her husband until around
7:40. She fishes tenkara, so she’s pretty quiet — no clicking
of a reel, etc. She remembers looking at her watch because
she was debating whether she’d have time to try a different
fly, something she could better see in the fading light. She decided
she should head back to the car instead.

She stepped up on the south side of the pebble stream bank,
popped her telescoping rod down and looked up to see a moun-
tain lion looking down at her about 20 feet away from the wooden
bridge by the Cub Lake trailhead. Both she and the mountain lion
froze. It made her think of her border terrier that does this kind of
freeze thing right before he would pounce — and it felt like that. She
remembers reflexively zipping up the collar of her vest — maybe to
protect her neck. Maintaining eye contact and facing the lion, Kim
stepped very slowly back into the middle of the thigh-deep stream,
thinking the lion might think twice about getting wet. Then she
started yelling very loudly “Help! Lion!” hoping her husband, or even
someone parked at the trailhead, might hear her, and also perhaps
to indicate to the lion that she wasn’t the usual type of prey. No one
ever did come.

After what felt like a minute, the lion broke eye contact and ran
into tall grasses on the side of the bank where Kim was originally
standing, away from the trailhead. Not being able to see it was a bit
unnerving, but she kept facing that side of the stream and watching
while slowly backing toward the trailhead, continuing to yell, until
she was quite hoarse. Thinking back on this event, Kim thinks a little
whistle would be more effective in the future!

Back at the trailhead there was an older woman, and Kim asked her
if she heard her yelling, telling her she had just had an encounter
with a mountain lion. The woman said she’d heard something, but
thought it was just kids fooling around or something. Yikes! Kim
asked her if she’d drive alongside her while she walked to her car.
Kim got out of her waders and vest, and by now it was nearly 8:00
and getting dark. Then she heard a man yell back in the direction of
the trailhead. Her first thought was that the lion had gone after her
husband. She grabbed the metal tube case that holds her fly rod and
drove back toward the trailhead. About halfway there she spotted
her husband coming through the fence, beaming from another great
day of fishing, as usual.

Kim was pretty rattled and was really worried about a lion being
so close to a highly trafficked area, near the campground, kids and
families. They called a ranger friend who assured her that park staff
would be monitoring the area, which made her feel a little better.

Kim tried thinking of the event as a kind of visitation instead of
a near attack. She looked up the symbolism of a mountain lion: “A
mountain lion represents power and leadership, a solitary hunter,
majesty, and the authority of the soul.” This actually really helped. A
little magical thinking can be very soothing when faced with a pretty
powerless situation.

The next day she picked up a palm-sized can of Mace and
slipped it into her fishing vest for a little extra magic — just in case.

lllustration: Wendy Smith
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Nature Notes

Snow has been the theme of early winter so far, with two signifi-
cant snowfalls before Halloween, and a couple more big dumps in
mid-November. Not much snow in December, however, and trails
are getting icy up high “&* Park Volunteer Beth Honea reported that
this past summer, Park Dispatch received multiple reports of a small
enclosure that housed a pet carrier, a rabbit and some guinea pigs
which was spotted in various places in the park. Following a rove,
VIPs Don Schwarm and Beth found the culprits unattended at the
Colorado River Trailhead picnic area. While waiting for the owner to
reappear, they delighted in the dozens of opportunities they had to
educate park visitors about the dangers of leaving unattended pets
in the park, including that of attracting predators to the area, as well
as the bacteria that could be passed on to wildlife through ‘deposits’
of saliva and waste left on the ground. Volunteer Park Ranger Jake
Bolejack responded to their request for assistance, and the pets, car-
rier and fencing were confiscated. The visitor reclaimed the animals
before they were transported to the county shelter. The visitor also
received a citation ¥a* Conservancy Member Marlene Borneman and
her Conservancy Board Member husbhand Walt were hiking their an-
nual trek over to Grand Lake from Estes Park, this year a 19-mile ad-
venture on the Tonahutu Trail. As they approached Grand Lake, they
r ?,; L practically ran into a calf
e and mother moose on
the trail. Lucky for them
the two moose were
just as surprised as the
humans were and they
quickly disappeared
into the forest, stopping
briefly for a photo op
“a* While backpacking
at Lost Lake last August,
Walt and Marlene were
pleasantly surprised
to observe a bird they
had not seen in Rocky
before: a spotted
sandpiper, replete with
its distinctive rounded

Estes Park resident Julie Klett observed

this wild rabbit hiding in a Estes Park office
gutter drain in early fall. The bunny stayed
like this for at least 30 minutes — it was
not stuck, she determined, but perhaps just
spectacularly bad at hide and seek.
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spots on its breast. The bird was
performing the distraction display,
acting distressed or wounded, and
they soon found out why as a small
chick emerged from the willows ¥a
Conservancy Administrative Assistant
Victoria Johnson was leaving her
house in Estes Park in late fall and
turned to find a massive bull elk with
an impressive set of antlers blocking
her a mere three feet away. He was
not inclined to move, and Victoria was
carrying her 2-year-old on her hip, but
she tried a variety of techniques to
get him to move on, including yelling,
playing loud techno music, and setting
off two car alarms. What eventually
enticed him away from her door was
the neighbor calling him with a tisking
sound — the elk jumped the fence
between the properties, and actu-
ally climbed up steps to stand on her
elevated deck. Hmmmm, is someone
getting handouts, perchance? va* Con-
servancy Member Steve Coles from
Allenspark reported that the nearby
town of Raymond had experienced
seven bear break-ins in two weeks in
mid-November. On two occasions, the
intruding bear managed to turn on
stove burners while rummaging for
food. Allenspark firefighter Les Male
found smoldering tea bags on one of
the stoves, prompting the suggestion
that homeowners remove stove knobs

Difficult to discern, but if you look closely at the beak of this
nuthatch, you can see that the lower mandible of the beak

is curving upward — dramatically so! Estes Park resident
Dean Martinson captured this photo when the bird visited
his feeder on a number of occasions. While he didn’t notice
the beak at first (it looked like a piece of sunflower seed

hull), the bird’s behavior was odd for a nuthatch. Instead of
efficiently picking up a seed and flying away with it, as these
birds are wont, it spent a fair amount of time hopping about,
ineffectively stabbing at the seeds in the tray. Former RMNP
Wildlife Biologist Gary Miller noted that he’s seen a number
of bill deformities, but this one is extreme. The keratin sheath
of a bird beak continues to grow throughout a bird’s life. It’s
normally worn down, and kept functional by the opposing
mandible. But in this case, the normal wear hasn’t occurred.
There is something called avian keratin disorder — caused by
various things, including disease — that causes bill deformi-
ties, but nearly always results in a down-curve. Recently, a
virus has been associated with increased deformities, mostly
for chickadees, in Alaska, but the keratin grows in a twisted
fashion — the one in this photo appears to have the normal
smooth surface. If he had to guess what happened with this
bird, he suggested that an injury upset the normal growth of
the lower mandible, although a genetic aberration cannot be
ruled out.

while away from home &* Conservancy Member Rich Gilliland observed seven different species
of raptors from his home in Estes Park from late summer into fall, including: a sharp-shinned

hawk, a bald eagle, a golden eagle, an osprey, prairie falcon, peregrine and a red-tailed hawk. He
also watched a pair of peregrine doing their amazing aerobatics in the sky *a* Happy New Year to

you all!




