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by Suzanne Silverthorn
Fall 2020 Window to the World

QUARTERLY

Not many things can chase Tommy 
Caldwell off  a mountain, but to hear him 
describe the sensaƟ on of an approaching 
thunderstorm in Rocky Mountain NaƟ onal 
Park, you get the feeling he’s human aŌ er 
all. The booming sound of thunder rolling 
across the mountaintop, hair eerily drawn 
to the sky from staƟ c electricity, the buzz 
of climbing gear dangling nearby. Tommy 
is no match for Rocky’s powerful storms. 
It’s Ɵ me to head down, and quickly.
Tommy has been drawing inspiraƟ on from 
the park for a lifeƟ me. His dad moved 
the family to Estes Park when Tommy 
was four so the elder Caldwell could be 
closer to Lumpy Ridge, the massive rock 
formaƟ ons north of town, a magnet for 
rock climbers. As Tommy tells it, dad Mike 
was one of the early route developers at 
Lumpy, and it wasn’t long before Tommy’s 
climbing prowess was being propelled 
by his dad’s high-stakes encouragement. 
Rocky Mountain NaƟ onal Park became 
the ulƟ mate playground for Tommy while 
his older sister and mother did their best 
to accommodate. He summited Longs 
Peak for the fi rst Ɵ me when he was seven, 
and by age 12 he had scaled the east face 
of Longs Peak, known as the Diamond. 

At age 21, he conquered the Diamond’s 
hardest route.
Now 42, Tommy is one of the most 
prolifi c climbers of his Ɵ me. His dramaƟ c 
rock and alpine climbing assents are 
legendary. His memoir, The Push, 
published in 2017, chronicles the 
incredible story of his inner strength 
and perseverance to climb routes no 
one thought possible. Today, his athleƟ c 
pursuits are conƟ nuing to mesmerize. 
But now the fi re in Tommy’s belly is 
fueled by something far greater than 
climbing. His new push is about saving 
the planet.
It was about a decade ago when Tommy 
started noƟ cing changes in Rocky 
Mountain NaƟ onal Park. The snowfi elds 
were melƟ ng out in late summer leaving 
a black layer of organic maƩ er that gave 
off  a foul smell. “I never remembered 
seeing that when I was a kid,” he 
recalled. “Usually there would be a fresh 
layer [of snow?] on top of that ice. That 
was the fi rst symptom I noƟ ced.” 
Snow melt is occurring two to three weeks 
earlier in the park than it did 40 years ago, 
according to researchers. And the rising 
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Dear Friends, 

Just when we thought that 2020 couldn’t possibly push the envelope any 
further, wildfi re season in the American West has reached new heights of 
destrucƟ on, and unfortunately, Colorado has been no excepƟ on. Not only 
did the state set a record with the Pine Gulch Fire for the largest fi re in the 
history of the state in July, that dubious honor was taken by the Cameron 
Peak Fire a mere seven weeks later. At this moment, I can see the smoke (and 
occasionally the fl ames) of fi ve fi res burning in and/or near Rocky Mountain 
NaƟ onal Park. 

While it may be years for communiƟ es to fully recover from the impact of 
these fi res, it has been heartening to see the support that has sprung up 
to support the people aff ected by these disasters. I was not yet a resident 
of the Estes Valley when the 2013 fl oods inundated the region, so it’s only 
now that I’m beginning to truly understand the senƟ ment behind the phrase 
“Mountain Strong,” even though I see the phrase almost daily in Estes Park. In 
this vein, the Rocky Mountain Conservancy will be strong, and we will be here 
for Rocky Mountain NaƟ onal Park in the years ahead as the recovery of its 
ecosystems becomes one of the highest prioriƟ es for the park. 

But it’s also the people that love Rocky that will always remain a priority 
concern. At our most recent board meeƟ ng, our board of directors commiƩ ed 
to invesƟ ng more than $1 million dollars toward projects in the park this coming 
year. In this next year, you will see the strength of the support we’ve pledged 
for the park’s highly specialized backcountry fi rst responders, the Search and 
Rescue team. In the face of growing demand for their services, the Conservancy 
is commiƩ ed to ensuring that that they are prepared for the challenges at hand 
with the best possible resources and training. 

Be safe and take care of yourself and your loved ones during these rocky 
Ɵ mes. Rocky Mountain NaƟ onal Park needs all of us working together to 
protect our beloved public lands in the new year. And don’t forget, despite 
the distracƟ ons all around us, there’s no Ɵ me like the present: brush off  
those snowshoes and pull out your skis and your sleds. Winter is coming, and 
there’s beauty and peace to be found in this place.   

  Yours truly,

Sprague Lake | Ann Schonlau

Estee Rivera Murdock
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Why aren’t the snow poles along Trail Ridge Road more 
sophisƟ cated; that is, made of pipes or other more 
permanent material? And, how do they stay in the ground 
given the rock/ledge that the Rockies consist of? 
We uƟ lize natural wood products harvested from areas within RMNP 
for our snowpoles. Lodgepoles have always been uƟ lized because of 
their abundance in the park and their nature of being straight without 
the bulk. This is one tradiƟ on we like to keep alive on this historic 
roadway. AddiƟ onally, we use lodgepoles because if we hit one with 
the equipment and it gets spread on the tundra, it is a natural element 
from Rocky that we don’t need to worry about retrieving. We have tried 
other methods, such as plasƟ c delineators, etc., but they do not seem 
to hold up as well as lodgepoles. We need to use something that can 
withstand the hurricane-force winds we encounter in the alpine but sƟ ll 
break away if something were to hit it. Our crew installs snowpoles in 
holes that have been used over the years. If possible, we try and pull the 
broken or defi cient pole out and place a new one in the same hole. If 
we need to add or modify the locaƟ on for the marker, we use a rock drill 
with a 3” bit for installaƟ on. We drill into soil and rock about 36” deep to 
ensure the poles have a good base to withstand the winter abuse.  
— RMNP Engineering Equipment Operator Supervisor Michael Bernhardt

With regard to birds, what came fi rst: migratory or non-
migratory species? There are several  hypotheses regarding 
the evoluƟ on of fl ight: cursorial (running, leaping — the pterosaur 
Archaeopterix of ~150 million years ago is best known), as well as 
arborieal and pouncing (predaƟ on). All hypotheses agree that the 
evoluƟ on of fl ight from non-fl ight was gradual, however, increasing to 
greater and greater fl ight capabiliƟ es over thousands of years. Thus, the 
adaptaƟ ons and abiliƟ es to migrate would likely have come later in the 
evoluƟ onary scheme. Studies I’ve read have found earliest evidence/
indicaƟ on of bird migraƟ on in the range of 50,000 – 300,000 years ago 
— RMNP ReƟ red Wildlife Biologist Gary Miller

Why are there so many mice this year? Small rodents like deer 
mice and voles, etc. have populaƟ ons that are Ɵ ed mostly to their 
nutriƟ onal plane, which cycles periodically — beƩ er (or more) food 
means higher birth and survival rates. These liƩ le creatures are highly 
prolifi c, which allows results in populaƟ on peaks that are 5 – 10 Ɵ mes 
the populaƟ on lows in just 3 – 5 years. This trend usually presents 
with slower  growth in the fi rst years of recovery, then BOOM — it’s 
exponenƟ al growth — in fact, a “J” shaped curve (rather like compound 
interest). PopulaƟ ons then oŌ en overshoot the habitat (nutriƟ on)- 
carrying capacity, and BAM — they crash. It has also been noted that the 
Wyoming  and other ground squirrels have come back in force this year 
following their decimaƟ on in 2013. They, too, exhibit a similar trajectory 
in their populaƟ ons.  — RMNP ReƟ red Wildlife Biologist Gary Miller

Shop Conservancy 
Nature Stores

Ask Nancy
Quarterly Editor Nancy Wilson aƩ empts to unearth answers to any 
quesƟ ons asked by Conservancy members and park visitors. If you are 
curious about something in or about the park, email nancy.wilson@
rmconservancy.org or write: Nancy Wilson, Rocky Mountain Conservancy, 
PO Box 3100, Estes Park, CO 80517. For ALL Your RMNP Memorabilia

SCENIC ROCKY CALENDARS
J�Ã�Ý FÙ�Ä»: Features 12 stunning 
photographs of Rocky Mountain Park. Each 
month includes descripƟ ve text about the 
photo. Price: $15.95 Member Price $13.56
EÙ®» Sã�ÄÝ½�Ä�: Gorgeous images 
highlight a year-long journey through the 
heart of Rocky Mountain NaƟ onal Park. 
Price: $14.95; Member Price: $12.71

LONGS PEAK ETCHED MUG & SHOT GLASS
This unique mug features a minimalist 
graphic design of Longs Peak and Rocky 
Mountain NaƟ onal Park on opposite sides. 
The interior of the mug is available in 
four colors: red, green, blue and purple. 
Dishwasher and microwave safe.
Mug: Price: $12.95; Member Price: $11.01
Shot glass: Price: $5.99; Member Price: $5.09

ESTES PARK AND ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
NATIONAL PARK ͵ THEN & NOW
Then & Now introduces the reader to 142 
separate historic sites and structures. 
These landmarks and landscapes trace the 
evoluƟ on of the Estes Park region from the 
Ɵ me of Joel Estes to our own. More than 
500 photographs highlight these historic 
places. SoŌ cover. 12ʺx13ʺ; 409 pp.
Price: $59.99; Member Price: $50.99

More memorabilia at
RMConservancy.org
970-586-0121 x201
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by
Camille

Thorson

Protecting and Restoring Tundra 
Communities

“When recreating in the 
Colorado high country, 

help do your part by 
treading lightly when 
visiting the tundra.”
— Camille Thorson

NaƟ ve alpine species were 
propagated at the RMNP 

greenhouse during the 
2018 – 2019 winter from 

seed collected in the alpine 
tundra in 2018 and earlier. 

The “Trail to Nowhere” seen from 
the top looking down toward 

Trail Ridge Road. 

Approximately one-third of Rocky 
Mountain NaƟ onal Park (RMNP) is 
alpine tundra, making it one of the 
largest examples of this ecosystem 
type protected in the conƟ guous 
United States. Cold and windy 
condiƟ ons, along with a short growing 
season, mean these plants require 
unique adaptaƟ ons to live on the 
tundra. 
Alpine plant species generally grow 
low to the ground and have a very 
short window, around three months, in 
which to leaf out, fl ower and produce 
seeds. In 2019, RMNP’s vegetaƟ on 
crew started a set of new restoraƟ on 
projects in the alpine tundra. AŌ er 
years of monitoring tundra condiƟ ons, 
park staff  observed that several areas 
along Trail Ridge Road had become 
increasingly negaƟ vely aff ected by 
off -trail visitor exploraƟ on — oŌ en 
referred to as social trailing. AŌ er 
years of observing changes, and a 
growing desire to improve this fragile 
habitat, the crew restored a couple 
of high-impact areas to prisƟ ne 
condiƟ on. These areas will conƟ nue to 
be monitored as part of an adapƟ ve 
management process to ensure that 
they remain unimpaired for future 
generaƟ ons to enjoy.  
Since the 1980s, Rocky Mountain 
NaƟ onal Park has had an acƟ ve plant 
restoraƟ on program. This program 
was originally governed by the 1993 
RevegetaƟ on Management Plan, 

which was updated in July 2006. The 
updated plan provided new guidance 
for restoraƟ on projects throughout 
the park, which mandates the use 
of only naƟ ve plants collected from 
within the park. This signifi cant 
mandate allows the park to preserve 
its geneƟ c diversity and ensures that 
the plants are adapted to the park’s 
unique ecosystems. 
To accomplish this mandate, the RMNP 
VegetaƟ on Crew plans projects years in 
advance because the seeds and plant 
material must be collected, germinated 
and nurtured in the greenhouse before 
being planted in the alpine areas to 
opƟ mize the success of the restoraƟ on. 
The “Trail to Nowhere” originated as 
a social trail connecƟ ng a vehicle pull-
off  along Trail Ridge Road to the Toll 
Memorial trail at Rock Cut. The enƟ re 
trail travels above tree line at around 
12,100 feet of elevaƟ on through 
alpine tundra plant communiƟ es 
and rocky drainages.  At some point 
in the 1980s, the RMNP Trail Crew 
edged “Trail to Nowhere” with rock 
and paved the surface. As use of 
this trail increased over Ɵ me, tundra 
plants, both along the trail and at its 
terminus, were damaged by off -trail 
foot traffi  c. Buck-and-rail fencing 
was added to prevent pedestrians 
from conƟ nuing past the asphalt and 
onto the tundra, but this had limited 
success. So, other opƟ ons were 
considered. 
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Both tundra restoraƟ on 
management acƟ ons are examples 
of passive adapƟ ve management, 
where one opƟ on is implemented 
and subsequently monitored for 
success. Both sites were closed to 
remove visitor access, and then 
monitored to gain photographic 
evidence to observe changes over 
Ɵ me. Managers can review the 
collected observaƟ ons and use it to 
guide the next management acƟ on.
When recreaƟ ng in the Colorado 
high country, help do your part by 
treading lightly when visiƟ ng the 
tundra. Stay on offi  cial trails and 
observe and follow posted signage. 
Teach your friends and family about 
the tundra lifecycle and what a 
unique place it is. 
Camille Thorson is the Learning 
Specialist at the RMNP ConƟ nental 
Divide Research Learning Center

The tesƟ ng of various strategies, such 
as fencing or paving trails, followed by 
monitoring the results they generate, 
are key pieces of the adaptaƟ ve 
management process that RMNP uses 
to protect its key resources. As a result 
of employing this type of management 
process, RMNP’s leadership team 
determined that closure and naƟ ve 
plant restoraƟ on of the “Trail to 
Nowhere” were the best courses of 
acƟ on to protect and preserve this 
fragile ecosystem.
DemoliƟ on of asphalt at this site began 
in July 2019. Due to the steep grade 
of the trail near the road, the use of 
heavy machinery was too dangerous, 
so demoliƟ on was performed by hand 
with pick-maƩ ocks, rock bars, and 
wheelbarrows. Removal of the asphalt 
leŌ  the trail bed four- to six-inches 
lower than the surrounding tundra, 
requiring that topsoil be imported to 
raise the surface level. Rocks were 
“planted” in the trail to match the 
surrounding tundra aestheƟ c, aid 
with erosion control, and to give 
protecƟ on to the new planƟ ngs.
Alpine tundra plants are slow growing, 
and to ensure maximum growth and 
root development they are germinated 
and grown in the RMNP greenhouse. 
GerminaƟ ng tundra seeds and allowing 
the plants to grow in a controlled 
greenhouse environment gives the 
plants a six- to seven-month head 
start before being planted in the fi eld. 
Thirteen naƟ ve species were grown 
for this restoraƟ on site. Plants were 
placed with two- to four-inch spacing 
to aid in the rapid recovery of tundra 
in this area. 
The VegetaƟ on Crew, along with 
interns and volunteers, planted 21,307 
plants over the course of fi ve weeks. 
At the end of 2019, there was about 20 
percent of the trail that sƟ ll required 
work the following season. Erosion 
maƫ  ng was laid over the topsoil to 
prevent loss of soil over the winter 
season. The project picked back up 
again in July 2020, and concluded with 
a total of 33,233 plants planted on the 
tundra at this site. 

The “Trail to Nowhere” isn’t the only 
alpine area that has goƩ en some 
help in the last couple years. Another 
area known as the “Snow Play Area,” 
located just west of Rock Cut, had also 
been idenƟ fi ed as a high-impact site 
in need of restoraƟ on. Historically, the 
boardwalk installed in this alpine area 
was intended to allow access to a small 
snow fi eld while providing protecƟ on 
from trampling and compacƟ on to 
fragile tundra plant communiƟ es. The 
original impetus for a boardwalk in this 
area came from the recommendaƟ on 
of Dr. Beatrice Willard in her 1963 
thesis. Even then, Dr. Willard had 
already observed impact to tundra 
vegetaƟ on at this site.
In recent years, this snow play area 
has conƟ nued to experience high foot 
traffi  c beyond the boundaries of the 
snow fi eld. This has led to the creaƟ on 
of social trails and areas denuded of 
vegetaƟ on. The boardwalk sƟ ll gives 
access to the snow fi eld, but there was 
nothing to stop people from wandering 
and exploring further. It was decided to 
eliminate the boardwalk for the 2017 
season to determine if the boardwalk’s 
absence would deter visitors from 
walking in the area.  While a buck and 
rail fence clearly closed off  the area, 
the large pull off  parking area was 
sƟ ll enough to enƟ ce visitors to the 
snowfi eld and areas beyond.
A photomonitoring project was 
implemented in the summer of 2017 
to observe and record human impact 
on tundra vegetaƟ on. The snow 
play area remained closed for the 
2018 and 2019 season for further 
photomonitoring. In 2019, it was 
observed that visitors were mostly 
staying out of the snow play area, but 
instead they were crossing the road to 
access another snow patch. Obvious 
social trails are now being created 
in this new area, and addiƟ onal 
photo points were created to capture 
the ongoing degradaƟ on. These 
monitoring protocols will give evidence 
to park managers to determine what 
next steps are necessary. 

The trail scar aŌ er planƟ ng in 2020

The trail scar before planƟ ng in 2019
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Attention Members 
and Current Donors!

SAVE THE DATE!
\

Virtual Holiday 
Celebration

December 4 & 5, 2020
Fall River Visitor Center

Check your e-mail for 
more details coming soon!

Conservancy Benefi ts 
From CSU Student 
Capstone Project
This summer the Conservancy 
partnered with the Masters 
of ConservaƟ on Leadership 
program at Colorado State 
University to develop an 
interacƟ ve map of projects 
completed by the Conservancy 
since 1985. Led by students 
Roberta Farrington and Kristen 
Brinkley, the goal is to improve 
communicaƟ on about the 
impact between humans and 
nature in Rocky Mountain 
NaƟ onal Park. 
A more comprehensive arƟ cle 
about this project will be 
included in the upcoming Winter 
Quarterly. Visit RMConservancy.
org/our-impact/ to learn more!

by
Sheri

Fedorchak
Fall River Connector Multi-use Trail: 
A Partnership Project in Progress

A partnership between Rocky 
Mountain NaƟ onal Park, the Town of 
Estes Park, and the Rocky Mountain 
Conservancy is making possible the 
construcƟ on of a mulƟ -use-trail 
secƟ on in the park to connect with 
the town’s 1.5 mile secƟ on of the Fall 
River MulƟ -use Trail that is currently 
being built along Fish Hatchery Road. 

The short trail secƟ on in the park 
extends from the north side of the 
pedestrian bridge over Fall River in 
the campground, to the south side 
of the bridge, where it will end at the 
closest campsite adjacent to the bridge. 
The trail will terminate at Aspenglen 
Campground in Rocky. The park will 
convert this campsite to a welcoming 
place for pedestrians and bicyclists, 
with signage, two picnic tables and a 
bench. The projects are scheduled for 
compleƟ on in the spring of 2021. 

The Rocky Mountain Conservancy 
provided funding to design and 
construct the porƟ on of the trail in 
the park. To capitalize on effi  ciencies 
and to ensure that the park and town 
porƟ ons of the trails match up, the 
park and the town will conƟ nue to 

partner using the same contractor 
for design and construcƟ on. The 
town is managing construcƟ on of 
both secƟ ons of the trail under a 
special-use permit. 

A 2016 planning eff ort in the park 
Ɵ tled, MulƟ -use Trail Environmental 
Assessment evaluated alternaƟ ves 
for providing a mulƟ -use trail system 
along the developed corridor of roads 
on the east side of the park. The 
analysis looked at the overall feasibility 
of a mulƟ -use trail in the park, which 
resulted in a Finding of No Signifi cant 
Impact to construct this short trail 
connector secƟ on of approximately 400 
feet in the campground.

The construcƟ on of this connecƟ ng 
trail segment will enable the park 
to evaluate its eff ecƟ veness, annual 
maintenance costs, and amount of 
use. An update on this project at 
its compleƟ on next spring will be 
included with photos  in the Summer 
Quarterly. We are looking forward to 
the day when this newest secƟ on of 
the Fall River MulƟ -use Trail is ready 
for use!

Your friends and loved ones will 
adore this personalized giŌ , which 
includes a Parks Project t-shirt and 
the full benefi ts of membership, 
including discounts at all of the 
Conservancy’s Nature Stores. 
Each membership helps to fund the 
Conservancy’s work to protect and 
conserve Rocky. Your giŌ  recipient 
will be welcomed to the Rocky 

RMConservancy.org/giŌ membership 

Give a Gift Membership 
This Holiday Season 

Mountain Conservancy family 
with a membership packet and 
commemoraƟ ve t-shirt, delivered 
by mail. 
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An example of an Instgram post created by Kim Grossman

Colorado Gives 
Day 2020
Schedule your gift early!

YOUR DOLLARS MATCHED
On Tuesday, December 8, your 
donaƟ on on to the Rocky Mountain 
Conservancy through www.
coloradogives.org gets an extra 
boost thanks to help from the 
$1 million IncenƟ ve Fund from 
Community First FoundaƟ on 
and FirstBank. This is a great 
opportunity to stretch your dollars 
a liƩ le farther to help protect and 
conserve Rocky Mountain NaƟ onal 
Park! 

Last year, the Conservancy raised 
more than $80,000 to provide 
criƟ cal support to Rocky Mountain 
NaƟ onal Park. 

SCHEDULE YOUR DONATION 
EARLY! 
Colorado Gives Day is powered 
by ColoradoGives.org, a year-
round website that allows you to 
schedule your donaƟ on at any 
Ɵ me before December 8. While 
your giŌ  will not be processed unƟ l 
December 8, you can conveniently 
pledge and schedule your donaƟ on 
early with a credit card. 

Give on Colorado Gives Day 
to support the Conservancy’s 
work with trail improvements, 
Conservancy Corps, stewardship 
educaƟ on, and so much more!

The Rocky Mountain Conservancy 
has a long history of connecƟ ng 
youth with public lands, including 
providing internships during which 
young people can gain real-life 
experience while working in Rocky 
Mountain NaƟ onal Park. 

During the summer of 2020, the 
Conservancy provided the fi nancial 
support for a photojournalist intern. 
The assignment: take high quality 
images for RMNP and Conservancy 
use on social media and websites 
and to highlight upcoming projects. 
This experience serves to help bridge 
the intern from academic learning 
to a professional work environment. 
Valuable skills are gained, including 
assignment deadlines and 
compleƟ on, Ɵ me management, 
teamwork and more, while 
expanding and updaƟ ng the park 
and Conservancy photo libraries. 

The COVID-19 pandemic altered the 
original plan to have two interns 
in 2020 due to the impact on 
park and conservancy operaƟ ons. 
Fortunately, the park was able to 
onboard the talented Kim Grossman 
for four months of photography 
and learning. Check out her 
photographs by exploring the park’s 
Instagram account: hƩ ps://www.
instagram.com/rockynps/.

Kim Grossman is a professionally 
trained photographer who has been 

working in the naƟ onal parks for 12 
years. Kim has taught photography 
formally at the Ansel Adams Gallery 
in Yosemite Valley, and she has built 
her interpreƟ ve skills in Rocky this 
summer through visitor contacts 
and conservaƟ on educaƟ on. During 
the winter of 2016, Kim worked 
in the park as a volunteer for the 
visual informaƟ on offi  ce — the same 
department in which she is currently 
fulfi lling her internship through the 
Rocky Mountain Conservancy.

Kim has been able to use her 
photojournalist skills in the park to 
document this summer’s unique 
circumstances of a park operaƟ ng 
during a pandemic and as a naƟ onal 
landmark that is increasing in general 
popularity. Kim has focused her 
photography on the following topics: 
limited park entry leading to fewer 
crowds and a beƩ er visitor experience 
with nature; COVID safety precauƟ ons 
(i.e. mask-wearing when in close 
proximity to others); showcasing the 
diversity of people who visit this park; 
highlighƟ ng Rocky’s park rangers 
at work in the fi eld, and creaƟ ng a 
beƩ er virtual visit to the park through 
thoughƞ ul social media posts. 

Kim hopes to conƟ nue this protecƟ on 
and enjoyment of our public lands 
by pursuing a career with the visual 
informaƟ on offi  ce in the future.

Conservancy Funds 
Photo Intern for Rocky
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Help Us Protect and Preserve Rocky
Rocky Needs YOU!

Dear Friends,
It’s fair to say that, like our beloved park, 2020 has had its share of peaks and valleys. It has been an unprecedented 
year, but because of your past support, the Conservancy has weathered the storm and made incredible investments 
in Rocky Mountain NaƟ onal Park. NOW we need your support more than ever to conƟ nue moving forward with 
planned improvements to protect and conserve Rocky. 

Your support makes it happen: 155 miles of hiking trails in Rocky maintained last year, naƟ ve habitats restored, 
beloved historic structures repaired, and young people learning what it means to become a public lands steward. 
This is the impact of your support. Even during a pandemic, the Conservancy is improving the park for visitors and 
for the living creatures that call the park home. Here are a few highlights:  

The Conservancy spent more than $1.5 million this year in support of Rocky, including priority park 
improvements, conservaƟ on programs, and much more.

First steps were taken toward restoraƟ on of the Shadow Mountain Fire Lookout. 

Miles of heavily used trails were maintained and repaired.

Imagine hiking a trail that carefully guides you through Rocky’s prisƟ ne tundra and to some of the most spectacular 
views in the park. With donor support, the Conservancy provided funding to help rebuild one of the Front Range’s 
premier trails on Longs Peak. What remains is a 100-year trail, meant to last generaƟ ons and guide adventure-
seekers through the unimaginable beauty of the park. 

Though 2020 was a year like no other, it was sƟ ll a producƟ ve one at Rocky. And there is sƟ ll more work to be done. 
The upcoming year presents many new challenges — and wonderful possibiliƟ es. The Conservancy stands ready to 
seize opportuniƟ es for land protecƟ on, stewardship of beloved park trails, and preservaƟ on of valued park resources 
so they may be enjoyed for years to come. 

Make a gift to support the park!
Thank you for your support to the Rocky Mountain Conservancy. As people need nature to thrive, our park needs 
care and protecƟ on to endure. Your generous giŌ  today is vital to our ability protect, preserve and enhance Rocky 
Mountain NaƟ onal Park – for everyone. 

With graƟ tude,

To make a giŌ  to support Rocky Mountain NaƟ onal Park, visit RMConservancy.org, or call 970-586-0108

Estee Rivera Murdock
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

You also can make
a giŌ  online at
RMConservancy.org

PO Box 3100 Estes Park, Colorado 80517 | Phone: 970-586-0108  | RMConservancy.org
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Make a gift today to what is special to you

Each summer, young adults from 
all walks of life spend 10 weeks 

living and breathing public lands 
stewardship. Here’s a snapshot from 

the Boulder Crew’s work in the 
Arapaho National Forest this year:

 The Boulder crew honed their rock 
work skills by constructing a mono-
wall on the Forsythe Canyon Trail. 
Through their work on this project, 
the Boulder crews developed their 

rock-working skills. But most 
importantly, they fi ne-tuned the 

art of working together, channeling 
passion and newly learned skills 

to make the trail more sustainable 
and to guide hikers through a 

landscape with care and intention. 
And, less tangibly, they also learned 
lessons about life that can never be 

taught in a classroom.

Your contributions at work

Conservation Corps

Snapshot

Best Use
Help the park where support is needed the most. 
SelecƟ ng this opƟ on for your donaƟ on allows the 
Rocky Mountain Conservancy fl exibility to respond 
quickly when new or urgent needs arise in the park, 
including trail restoraƟ on, youth educaƟ on, land 
protecƟ on and historical preservaƟ on.

Next Generation Fund
The Next Gen Fund is all about using your support 
to connect youth with nature. Your giŌ  provides 
kids’ learning experiences in the park and inside 
school classrooms, as well as the Junior Ranger 
program, park internships, publicaƟ ons, distance 
learning opportuniƟ es, and much more. 

Trail Improvement Fund
Rocky’s beloved trails are always in need of repair 
and maintenance. and the need for sustainable 
trail management has never been greater. With your 
support, in 2021, the next phase of work on the 
Longs Peak Trail will occur, as will ongoing eff orts to 
rebuild other popular trails throughout Rocky.

Conservation Corps
Last year, the ConservaƟ on Corps restored 155 
miles of trails, improved fi ve popular campgrounds, 
restored naƟ ve habitats, and preserved historic 
buildings in Rocky and the surrounding naƟ onal 
forests. With your giŌ , crews will conƟ nue to 
protect our public lands, improving trails across the 
park, including improving trail access to Cub Lake.

Kawuneeche Visitor Center 
Exhibits 
As a place of discovery and learning, the Kawuneeche 
Visitor Center plays an important role in the park 
experience for more than 160,000 visitors each 
year. Help the Conservancy and RMNP redesign 
KVC’s educaƟ onal exhibits to provide more modern 
interacƟ ve exhibits for a new generaƟ on of park visitors.

M
ad
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Rocky Mountain National Park 
Puzzler

Across
1. Rocky is home to one snake species, the western 
terrestrial _____ snake (Thamnophis elegans), which 
is one species of snake that can tolerate cooler 
temperatures.
3. 70 million years ago, the Rockies began to form with 
the fi rst stages of _____ upliŌ .
7. Cheatgrass, woolly mullein and Canada thistle are all 
examples of _____ plant species in the park.
11. President that signed the Rocky Mountain NaƟ onal 
Park Act in 1915.
12. A decrease in the abundance of buƩ erfl ies 
and other fl ying insects is known as the _____ 
phenomenon.
15. Lime-colored _____ grows on rocks in the 
park, although the urine of small mammals can turn it 
orange.  
18. The Conservancy donated the Arrow 
Gold GIS to Rocky to enhance plowing _____.
20. Animals that remain acƟ ve in 
RMNP during the winter are called 
_____.
21. In the mid- to late 1800s, there 
were two main guides in the Estes 
Park region. One was named Griffi  th 
Evans, and the other, a reportedly 
dashing gentleman who is described 
in Isabella Bird’s wriƟ ngs, was 
commonly known as Rocky 
Mountain _____. 
22. Large _____ clouds are formed 
by the heat and winds from fi res.

Down
2. Hi-tech backcountry _____ were 
installed at Chasm JuncƟ on this 
summer, with funding courtesy of 
the Conservancy.
4. _____ is a type of rock found in 
the park that is capable of storing 
natural gas. 
5. The original Cree word that gave 
the park its “Rocky Mountain” 
moniker.
6. The park _____is an essenƟ al 
tool for restoraƟ on projects and 
ecosystem preservaƟ on in Rocky.
8. For 25 years, the park has been 
conducƟ ng research on this most 
fl uƩ ery of species in the park. 

9. Elizabeth _____ became the fi rst woman nature guide to 
Longs Peak.
10. A popular ice-climbing desƟ naƟ on that can be reached 
from Fern Lake Trailhead.
11. In the early 1900s, _____ and grizzly bears were hunted 
to local exƟ ncƟ on.
13. The closest hot springs to Rocky where NaƟ ve Americans 
might have relaxed, is Hot _____ Springs, in Kremmling, 
Colorado.
14. The infamous character Pikachu was based on this small 
mammal. 
16. The white-tailed ptarmigan exhibits camoufl age in its 
plumage, otherwise known as _____ coloraƟ on.
17. These sites measure the snowfall and other winter 
condiƟ ons to assess water supply and management 
throughout 11 western states, with 6 in RMNP.
19. The _____ trail is located outside of RMNP in Estes Park 
that the Conservancy’s ConservaƟ on Corps crew worked on 
this summer as part of the Conservancy’s mission to provide 
stewardship opportuniƟ es to youth during the COVID pandemic. 
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The Rocky Mountain Conservancy expresses special thanks to the 
following people for their donations supporting Rocky Mountain 
National Park: June 25, 2020 – September 29, 2020

Total giŌ s: 416 | Total donaƟ ons: $121,071

BAILEY RESEARCH 
FELLOWSHIP FUND
Leslie Fidel Bailey Charitable Trust, Denver, CO

BEST USE
Accenture FoundaƟ on, Inc./Laura Weiss, Elgin, IL
Patrick AlbriƩ on, Colorado Springs, CO
Mary and James Alfred, La Grange Park, IL
Shannon Allen, Northglenn, CO
Susan Allen, Aurora, CO
AmazonSmile FoundaƟ on, SeaƩ le, WA
Courtney Appel-Sadler, Parker, CO
Peter Argendorf, Arvada, CO
Robin Arguedas, Pueblo West, CO
Carol Arnold, Estes Park, CO: 
In memory of Rachel Williams
AYCO Charitable FoundaƟ on/
Randy and Nina Cleveland, Fort Worth, TX
Andy Bachmann, Boulder, CO
Tyler Behunin, Fort Collins, CO
The Benevity Community Impact Fund/Apple, Inc.
The Benevity Community Impact Fund/
John and Katherine Daley, Longmont, CO
The Benevity Community Impact Fund/
Robert Frame
Lynn Bernhardt, Greeley, CO
AusƟ n Bieber, Centennial, CO
William and Louise Bradley, Boulder, CO
Sandi Brandfonbrener, Franklin, MA: 
In memory of Phyllis PaƟ n
Phyllis Breese, Arvada, CO
Reilly Brennan, Colorado Springs, CO
Eugene and Doƫ  e Brenner, Arvada, CO: 
In memory of Helen (Sis) Thatcher
Kevin Breslaw, LiƩ leton, CO
ChrisƟ  and Ashley Brockway, Fort Collins, CO
Eric Brown, Broomfi eld, CO
Kent Brown, Fort Collins, CO
Harry and Heidi Bucher, Carlisle, PA
Capri BurcheƩ , Greensboro, NC:
In memory of Diane Davis
Jeremy Burmeister, Golden, CO
Makena Burner, Edwards, CO
Charles BurneƩ , Tulsa, OK: 
In memory of Donald J. Pearson
Peggy L. Carr-Themar, Highland Village, TX
Mark Champion, Denver, CO
ChariƟ es Aid FoundaƟ on of America/Kirk Barclay
ChariƟ es Aid FoundaƟ on of America/
Kurt and Lisa Knutson, Vernon Hills, IL
Jhosh Chavez, Denver, CO
Fong Chen, LiƩ leton, CO
Michael and Shelley Clayton, Riverwoods, IL
David Codding, Boulder, CO
Colorado Gives: Community First FoundaƟ on/
Ellen and John VanDyk, LiƩ leton, CO
Colorado Gives: Community First FoundaƟ on/
Tamara Barner, Longmont, CO
Colorado Gives: Community First FoundaƟ on/

William Paschal, Fort Collins, CO
John and Lisa Conkling, Estes Park, CO
Robin Converse, Estes Park, CO: 
In honor of Leslie Yale
Kaley Crawford, Longmont, CO
Tamara Cunningham, LiƩ leton, CO
Mary Dancer, Deerfi eld, MA
James Davis, Somers Point, NJ
Tim and Jane Davis, Denver, CO
Maria Diaz, Colorado Springs, CO
Olga Dobranowski, Castle Rock, CO
Douglas County Community FoundaƟ on/
Fred and Lilian Six, Lawrence, KS
Nicholas Drohan, Colorado Springs, CO
Jennifer Dwyer, Lone Tree, CO
Joan Eaton, Milliken, CO
Robert and Pamela Eichelberger, Boulder, CO
Lindsay Ellen, Denver, CO
Dan Endries, Fort Collins, CO
Clay Ernst, Colorado Springs, CO
Pete Eunice, Pueblo West, CO
Mary Ezell, League City, TX: 
In memory of Dr. Steven Inbody
Priscilla Farrell, Mountain Home, AR
Edgar Faudoa, Wiggins, CO
Robert Favuzza, Castle Rock, CO
Ann and Steve Fedders, New Richmond, WI
Fidelity Charitable/Charles and Janet Hooper, 
San Antonio, TX
Fidelity Charitable/
Eric and Barbara Corwin, Colorado Springs, CO
Fidelity Charitable/
Eugene and Cynthia Krueger, Katy, TX
Fidelity Charitable/
Jennifer and Charlie Wood, AusƟ n, TX
Fidelity Charitable/
Keith and Beth Heaton, Eden Prairie, MN
Fidelity Charitable/
Nancy and Connor Morris, Leawood, KS
Fidelity Charitable/
Nancy and John Schneider, Glenwood Springs, CO
Facebook Payments Inc., Menlo Park, CA
Guido and Annemarie Finocchiaro, Estes Park, CO
Carolyn Flinchbaugh, Elizabeth, CO
Richard Flynn, Boulder, CO
Michael Foley, San Francisco, CA
MarieƩ a ForƟ er, Bloomingdale, IL: 
In memory of George ForƟ er
Grace Franklin, Pataskala, OH
Diane and Larry Friedman, Estes Park, CO: 
In memory of JJ Hyde PickeƩ 
Lisa Gathercole, Denver, CO: 
In honor of Josh and Mindy Connors
Robert and Jocelyn Gebhardt, Broomfi eld, CO
JusƟ n Gibbs, Boulder, CO
Lea Gilpatrick, Lyons, CO
Autumn and John Githara, Monument, CO
Barry Goldstein, Longmont, CO

Julian and KrisƟ na Gonzalez, Rifl e, CO: 
In memory of Jeremy Marsh
Diane Goodwin, Lakewood, CO
Jane Gordon, Weston, CT
Shannon Gordon, Arvada, CO
Amy Graves, Denver, CO
James Griffi  n, Denver, CO
John Grove, De Pere, WI
Donna Grunwald, Greenville, NY:
In memory of Steve Grunwald
Michelle and Mark Guy, Parker, CO
Richard and Barbara Hamman, Denver, CO
James Hannifi n, Aurora, CO
Kurt Hansen, Denver, CO
Steve and Jan Hanson, Saint Louis, MO
Susan K. Harris, Estes Park, CO: 
In honor of Delmer and Ruth Harris
Cyndi Harron, Brookfi eld, CT
Carole Hauke, Jensen Beach, FL: 
In memory of Raymond Tirrell
Teri Hecker, Woodland Park, CO
Marilyn Heller, Loveland, CO: 
In memory of Marv Heller
Marilyn Herrmann, Estes Park, CO
Eric Hill, Aurora, CO
Danielle Hillebrand, Loveland, CO
Hintz Targeted MarkeƟ ng, LLC, Asheville, NC
Tom Hosea, LiƩ leton, CO: 
In memory of Judi Hosea
Evan Hoyt, Fort Carson, CO
Henk HueƟ nk, Cortez, CO
IBM InternaƟ onal FoundaƟ on, Armonk, NY
Robert and Ellen Jardine, CuperƟ no, CA
Debra Johnson, Los Alamos, NM: 
In memory of Patricia Volker
Barry Johnson, Fort Collins, CO
Richard K. Johnson, Kenosha, WI
Joanne Karkut, Houston, TX: 
In memory of Douglas Charlton McCammon
Allen Kimmell, Highlands Ranch, CO
Jacqueline Kitchen, West Branch, IA
Jared and KrisƟ  Klein, Shawnee, KS
Barry and Sharon Knapp, Rochester, MN
Gilbert and Mary Knapp, Spencer, NY
Greg Knierim, Colorado Springs, CO
Alice Knox, Denver, CO
Tom Korytowski, Monument, CO
Charles and Laurel Krider, Lawrence, KS
Warren and BeƩ y Kuehner, Denver, CO
Robert Kurkjian, Los Angeles, CA: 
In memory of Dr. Bruce Frederick Smith
AusƟ n Lee, Oklahoma City, OK: 
In memory of Thomas Mosley
Ellen Leenerts, Loveland, CO: 
In memory of Patricia Volker
William Leopard, Brighton, CO
Darin Lickfeldt, Johnstown, CO
Karl Long, Houston, TX
Laird Loomis, Denver, CO

To make a giŌ  to support Rocky Mountain NaƟ onal Park, visit RMConservancy.org, or call 970-586-0108
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Los Alamos NaƟ onal Security, LLC/
Christopher and Caroline Stull, Los Alamos, NM
Marcia Mabry, Windsor, CO
Elizabeth Marquez, Louisville, CO
Chase Mathew, Silverthorne, CO
Ondrea MaƩ hews, Wheat Ridge, CO
Dale McDonald, Denver, CO
Nicole McFarland, Severance, CO
Kathi McGee, Boulder, CO
Darien McGibbon, Costa Mesa, CA
Robert and Kathleen Megginson, Ann Arbor, MI: 
In memory of Dr. Ferrel Atkins
Pamela Mendoza, Broomfi eld, CO
Heather Meyer, Aurora, CO
Michelle Meyer, Westminster, CO
Cynthia Milnick, Golden, CO: 
In honor of Thomas O’Neill’s 75th Birthday
Raza and Patricia Minhas, Lakewood, CO
Nathan Mitchell, Minturn, CO
Rachel Mondragon, Lakewood, CO
Kelly Morgan, Thornton, CO
Kerry Morimoto, Denver, CO: 
In honor of Gordon Goff 
Ray Morris and Lori Joy, LiƩ leton, CO
Terri and OƟ s Morrow, Arkansas City, KS
Sue Morss, Columbia, MD: 
In memory of Lester Morss
Richard and Mary Ann Moseley, Boulder, CO: 
In honor of Mary Ann Moseley
Stephanie Nelson, Denver, CO
Network for Good/Lisa Brenskelle, Houston, TX
Paul Nigrelli, New York, NY: 
In memory of James A. Isaac, M.D.
The Northern Trust Company/Daniel and Joy 
Wilhelm, Phoenix, AZ
JusƟ n Olson, Lakewood, CO
Mikayla Palma, Denver, CO
Michael and Maureen Parks, Dallas, TX
Ivana Pasillas, Greeley, CO
Nicholas PelleƟ er, Boulder, CO
Calvin Pennamon, Denver, CO
Alexandra Perry, Highlands Ranch, CO
Alison and Paul Pierpoint, Bethlehem, PA
Jenina Policarpio, Sugar Land, TX
Joel and Linda Prehn, Lakewood, CO
Mike Quearry, Houston, TX: 
In honor of Rosemary Quearry
David Radloff , Fort Collins, CO
Sandra Ranne, Colorado Springs, CO
Erik Vigil Reyes, Fort Morgan, CO
Daniel Reynolds, Parker, CO
Chelsea Richer, Los Angeles, CA: 
In honor of Peter Corey and Sarah Boyle
Renee Ridenhour, Kansas City, MO: 
In honor of Audrey Colley
Joseph Rios, Aurora, CO
Dave RiƩ er, Aspen, CO
Zachary Robison, Longmont, CO
Chris and Elizabeth Rollinson, Erie, CO
Owen Rooney, Colorado Springs, CO
Molly Rovero, Malden, MA
Carl Russell, Aurora, CO
Safeforce/Clark Cyr, Bellevue, WA
Janet Sawyer, Fort Collins, CO
Rochelle Schantz Hoff , Walnut Creek, CA: 
In memory of JJ Hyde PickeƩ 
Crystal Schroeder, Greenfi eld, WI: 
In memory of Ruth C. Haynes
Schwab Charitable Fund, San Francisco, CA: 
In memory of Ann Engstrom Weinberg

Schwab Charitable Fund/
Leslie and Robert Cutler, Longmont, CO: 
In memory of MarƟ n B. Dickinson, Jr.
Schwab Charitable Fund/
Bob and Sandy Biebel, Allenspark, CO 
Schwab Charitable Fund/
Cameron and Carlene Roberts, La Crosse, WI
Schwab Charitable Fund/Colleen Kessenich
Schwab Charitable Fund/Dave and Betsy 
Hofmeister, Franktown, CO
Charles Schwall, Denver, CO
Keith Scoggins, Aurora, CO
Adrienne Scutellaro, Shrewsbury, NJ: 
In honor of Casandra and Bowie Helm’s wedding
Tina Sheets, Divide, CO
Shell Oil Company FoundaƟ on Matching GiŌ s, 
Princeton, NJ
Adam and Sharon Shepela, Bolton, MA
Richard Siegal, Edwards, CO
Jerry Smith, Richardson, TX: 
In memory of Reagan Helm
Steven Snyder, Centennial, CO
Mandy Sollenberger, Colorado Springs, CO
Jon Sonstroem, Surprise, AZ
William Straw, Aurora, CO
The GoodCoin FoundaƟ on/
Target, Inc, Charleston, SC
James and Cynthia Thompson, Spring, TX: 
In memory of Eloise Stoker
TIAA Teachers Insurance and Annuity AssociaƟ on/
Gordon Family FoundaƟ on Giving Fund, Denver, CO
KrisƟ n Tiedemann, Minooka, IL: 
In memory of Steven Edward Miller
Robbie Tinn, Denver, CO
Joel Tjornehoj, Poolesville, MD
Trevor Trumbo, Colorado Springs, CO
U.S. Charitable GiŌ  Trust/
Janet Greiner, Lakewood, CO
Lora Ure, Pueblo West, CO
Dawn Vallee, Laporte, CO
Barbara Van Horne, Denver, CO
Vanguard Charitable/
Gretchen Edwards, Denver, CO
The Variable Annuity Life Insurance Company/
James Irvine, Estes Park, CO
Jennifer Visich, Boulder, CO
Charles Volk, Denver, CO
Ashley Waddell and ChrisƟ  Brockway, Fort Collins, CO
Richard and Carol Walker, Butler, PA
Ann Wall, Westminster, CO
Danielle Wasinger, Fort Collins, CO
Tom Wedell, AnƟ och, IL
Jerome Weinberg, Lincolnshire, IL: 
In memory of Ann Engstrom Weinberg
Hillary Weisman and Edward Scarvalone, 
Brooklyn, NY:
In honor of Mira and Ori’s anniversary
Robert W. Weisser Jr, Boulder, CO
Mark Weyers, Denver, CO
Drake Williams, Denver, CO
Carla Wilson, Aurora, CO
Suzanne Womack, Thornton, CO
Kaci Yoder, Brooklyn, NY: 
In memory of Jaymo Haley
YourCause/Jane Stout, Ankeny, IA
YourCause/Susan Bourque, Englewood, CO
Cynthia Zarkowsky, Buff alo Grove, IL: 
In honor of Myra Loris
Howard and Faye Zuckerman, Dexter, MI
YourCause, Plano, TX

ALL IN MEMORY OF 
DANIEL JAMES BERNHARDT
David Bernhardt, Milliken, CO
Elizabeth Bernhardt, Westminster, CO
Patricia Bernhardt, Milliken, CO
CliŌ on and Lyndsey Long, Milliken, CO
Robert and Marilyn Schneider, Milliken, CO

ALL IN MEMORY OF JO FREY
Sara Boatman, Lincoln, NE
Donna Graveline, West Brookfi eld, MA
Lynn Lu, New York, NY
Tanya Mahrous, Decatur, GA
Anne Wildman, Hingham, MA
Amy Wrona, Chevy Chase, MD
Cheng Zhi Zhang Yiqing, Brookline, 

ALL IN MEMORY OF JOHN LOWELL JOHNSON
Russell McTague, Lawrenceville, NJ
Richard and Ruth Eiger, Skillman, NJ
Marian Throndson, Bound Brook, NJ
Lisa and James WaƩ s, Hillsborough, NC

ALL IN MEMORY OF JOANNE TUSA
David and Dianne Berman, Omaha, NE
Bryan Hermanson, Loveland, CO
Robert and Linda Larson, Fort Collins, CO
Network for Good/Max EllioƩ 
Carol Quinn, Omaha, NE
Thomas and Margaret Quinn, Omaha, NE
William and Rochelle Railey, Fort Collins, CO
John and Ellen Regan, Fort Collins, CO
Edward and Judeane Tusa, Omaha, NE
Richard Tusa, Fort Collins, CO

CONSERVATION CORPS
Brenda Adamson, Aurora, CO
Marcella Godinez, Leawood, KS
Richard E. Hoff man, M.D., Denver, CO: 
In memory of Heidi Buchholtz
IBM InternaƟ onal FoundaƟ on, Armonk, NY
Parks Project, LLC, Marina Del Rey, CA
Shane Ring, Moab, UT: 
In memory of Heidi Buchholtz
Carol Warner, Fort Collins, CO: 
In memory of James Warner

EDUCATION & OUTREACH
ALL IN MEMORY OF LISA CHASE BUSSELL
Elizabeth Lansford, LiƩ leton, CO
Kate Morton, ScoƩ sdale, AZ 
Kathryn Rutkowski, Greenwood Village, CO 
Amy Theodore, Denver, CO 
Kathleen Vargo, Lakewood, CO 
Cheryl Wolf, LiƩ leton, CO 

GENERAL OPERATIONS
Carol Warner, Fort Collins, CO

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
Marc Graveline, Holland, MA:
In memory of Jo Frey
Mark and Jodi Voyles, Luther, OK: 
In honor of their wedding anniversary
Joseph Wysocki, Daly City, CA

KAWUNEECHE VISITOR 
CENTER EXHIBITS
Joan Ophaug, Westminster, CO: 
In memory of Evie Bogle
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LAND ACQUISITION
Irene Healy, Albuquerque, NM
Donald and Laura Hillger, Windsor, CO
Jan and Larry Kilgore, Estes Park, CO

LONGS PEAK TRAIL
Judie Schmachtenberger, Gowen, MI

MEMORIAL BENCH
Mark Jeselnik, Palm Springs, CA
Allen Weber, Waco, TX: 
In memory of Georgia Marie Weber

NEXT GENERATION FUND
Kathryn Bolinsky, Loveland, CO
Anne-Marie Caskey, Cypress, TX:
In memory of Elouise Caskey
Linda Goff , Estes Park, CO: 
In honor of Kerry Morimoto
Marilyn Irwin, Estes Park, CO: I
In honor of Mary Lou Bryan
Mary Lamy, Hygiene, CO
Lisa Seelig, Boulder, CO: 
In memory Kenneth Seelig
Lyndsey Staff ord, Nederland, CO: 
In memory of Bryce David Howell
Jean Stumpf, Bloomington, IL: 
In memory of Jo Frey
Carol Warner, Fort Collins, CO: 
In memory of James Warner

SEARCH & RESCUE/
WILDERNESS EDUCATION
Jill Bender, Westminster, CO
Caroline Cammelot, Highlands Ranch, CO
Patrick Cliff ord, Boulder, CO
Julia Herz, Lyons, CO
DewiƩ  and Shelley Hilton, Guff ey, CO
Glenn and Marie Mickelson, Thornton, CO
Margaret NaƟ on, Waterford, ME
Tommy Paul, Glenwood Springs, CO
Galen Peterson, Boulder, CO: 
In memory of Carol and Milton Peterson
Dalton Prose, Colorado Springs, CO
Jessica Yerdon, Golden, CO

TRAIL IMPROVEMENT
Stuart and Cathy Barnes, Longmont, CO
William Bellais, Washington, DC: 
In memory of Daniel James Bernhardt
Gary and Jenee Berning, Heath, TX
Megan Bolwar, Woodland Park, CO
Sam Bradley, Greeley, CO
Antoine Caron, Denver, CO
Jenny Colussi, Fort Collins, CO
Walt and Sandra Cox, Blue Grass, IA
Jason Denniston, Tuscola, TX
John and Dolores Dolan, Mahwah, NJ
Betsy Chadderdon Frantz, Houston, TX: 
In memory of Reagan Helm
Beverly Henderson, Estes Park, CO
Susanne Hicks, Nashville, TN
Honeywell InternaƟ onal/
Brian Flansburg, Safety Harbor, FL
Doug and Tracy Horst, Fort Collins, CO
IBM InternaƟ onal FoundaƟ on, Armonk, NY
Maureen and Bruce Kiphart, Arvada, CO
Susan Komarek and Kevin Tonkin, Del Norte, CO:

In memory of Ernie Komarek
Mary Lamy, Hygiene, CO
Linda Moore, Lebanon, TN: 
In memory of William (Bill) Ankeny
Morgan Stanley GiŌ  Fund/
Lucille Glassman GiŌ ing Trust
James and Connie Mueller, Oelwein, IA
William and Anita Ondr, Centennial, CO: 
In memory of Phil “Casey” MarƟ n
Crystal OrƟ vez, Peyton, CO
Paul and Donna Payne, Garland, TX
Kristy Rorschach, Dallas, TX: 
In memory of Reagan Helm
Lee Ann Sack, Wichita, KS
Darrell and Judy Schaper, BriƩ , IA
Hurley Spraggins, Denver, CO
Andrew and Margaret Theodos, Saint Albans, WV
William TraugoƩ , Glendale, AZ: 
In honor of The Tow/TraugoƩ  Families
Dylan Tusinski, Longmont, CO
Richard Urban, Corning, NY: 
In memory of Timothy Fuller
Vanguard Charitable/Robert Kendig, Denver, CO
Robert and Brenda Ward, Windsor, CO
William and Suzanne Wuerthele, Denver, CO

ALL IN MEMORY OF JOHN DORENKAMPER
Robert and Karen Barbour, Windsor, CO
Sandra BaƟ sto, Phoenix, AZ
Tom Becker, Aŏ  on, MO
Judson Brown and Donna Mahler, Fort Collins, CO
Libby Bryan, Estes Park, CO
Edmund and Ann Conroy, Fort Collins, CO
Gerald Daniels, Chesterfi eld, MO
Norbert Ernst, Saint Louis, MO
Mikaela Evans, Windsor, CO
Beverly and Glen Franklin, Fort Collins, CO
Daniel Klug, Chesterfi eld, MO
Gary and Mary LaMay, Windsor, CO
James and Donelle Lowham, Fort Collins, CO
Mike and Marilyn Maskell Pretz, Fort Collins, CO
Michael Meringolo, Fort Collins, CO
Phil Murray, Loveland, CO
Lou Ann Nolan, Chesterfi eld, MO
Robert Nolan, Naples, FL
Carolyn Sanders, Fort Collins, CO
Joan Skurat, Fort Collins, CO
Debbie Weishaar, Saint Louis, MO
Sandra Wool, San Francisco, CA

Larry Van Sickle

Park Puzzler Solution
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Window to the World
ConƟ nued from page 1

temperature, 3.4 degrees within 
the last century, is taking its toll 
on the park’s fragile ecosystem. 
Tommy sees less green on the rock 
face of the Diamond these days. 
The warmer and drier climate has 
shortened the growing season for 
naƟ ve plants while creaƟ ng more 
favorable condiƟ ons for invasive 
species. And then there are the 
dead trees. With warmer winters, 
the cycle of beetle infestaƟ ons 
has become more intense and 
has aff ected huge swaths of the 
forest, leaving heavy loads of fuel 
for wildfi re. Should temperatures 
exceed 70 degrees in the park’s 
alpine tundra at 11,000 feet, the 
long-term survival of the pika will 
forever be at risk. 

At Yosemite Valley, home to the 
famed granite monolith where Tommy 
capƟ vated the world with his tenacious 
free climb of the Dawn Wall at El 
Capitan, and later breaking the two-
hour speed record on the Nose route, 
Tommy has witnessed the profound 
eff ect of climate change here as well. 
The prime climbing season has shiŌ ed 
from October to November, and 
snow rarely blankets the valley fl oor. 
Instead, he sees the desert taking over. 
Elsewhere in the world, Tommy warns 
of mountains that are thawing out for 
the fi rst Ɵ me in human history, making 
them unstable for climbing.
“Climate change is a big threat that 
is going to accelerate drasƟ cally 
throughout my lifeƟ me,” he says. “In 
some ways, the higher alƟ tudes and 
more fragile landscapes will see these 
eff ects disproporƟ onally.”
By the Ɵ me Tommy and climbing 
partner Alex Honnold set out from 
Tommy’s home in Estes Park in July 
to establish a new 17-peak, 35-mile 
alpine challenge from Mount Meeker 
to Notchtop Mountain, Tommy’s 
Instagram following had surpassed 
750,000. His posts are fi lled with 
powerful images of outdoor adventures 

from near and far. Interspersed within 
those images are alarming accounts 
about the eff ects of global warming.
Tommy’s foray into environmental 
acƟ vism took hold about fi ve years ago 
when he was invited to parƟ cipate in 
Climb the Hill, a two-day lobbying surge 
on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C. The 
event was sponsored by the Access 
Fund, a nonprofi t organizaƟ on based in 
Boulder, Colorado, that brings together 
climbers, along with representaƟ ves 
from the outdoor industry, to advocate 
for environmental causes. “When they 
asked me to go the fi rst Ɵ me, I said 
‘poliƟ cs is the last thing I want to get 
involved in,’” Tommy recalls. He told 
them he lived his life in the outdoors 
and that he hated wearing a suit. SƟ ll, 
curious, Tommy decided to aƩ end 
the event and says it opened his eyes 
to the monumental impact policy 
decisions can have on the environment, 
especially public lands. From there, he 
was hooked. 
Today, the climbing affi  cionado serves 
as a global sports acƟ vist for Patagonia 
and regularly joins the American Alpine 
Club, Access Fund, and Protect Our 
Winters organizaƟ ons in advocaƟ ng for 
policy changes in Washington. Together, 

Tommy Caldwell speaking before the U.S. 
Senate in DC. 
Photo courtesy Access Fund/Stephen Gosling

Tommy and his family: from leŌ , Ingrid, Rebecca, Fitz and Tommy.  

“Having a family ups the 
urgency to try and make 
this world a better place 

for my kids because I 
think beyond my own 

lifetime now.” 

— Tommy Caldwell

Caldwell CollecƟ on
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Conservancy 
Publishes Spanish 
Wild Inside: RMNP

The Conservancy is delighted 
to announce a new publicaƟ on: 
Silvestre Por Dentro RMNP! 
Through a unique partnership, 
this ediƟ on was translated by 
students at the Estes Park High 
School. The fi rst English board 
book was published in 2016, 
and it was a natural segue to 
make this book available for 
Spanish-speaking kids as well. 
Stewardship begins early, and the 
introducƟ on of nature and Rocky 
Mountain NaƟ onal Park to all kids 
is our goal. Silvestre Por Dentro 
RMNP  is available in our Nature 
Stores in the park, and online at 
RMConservancy.org.

these organizaƟ ons have given the 
climbing community a powerful 
plaƞ orm to advocate for climate 
protecƟ on and to speak out against 
global warming.  
Tommy takes great pride in nurturing 
relaƟ onships with both Democrats 
and Republicans, and is especially 
impressed with this year’s biparƟ san 
passage of the Great American 
Outdoors Act, which will fully fund 
the government’s Land and Water 
ConservaƟ on Fund and direct criƟ cal 
dollars toward maintenance backlogs 
at RMNP and the other naƟ onal 
parks. He has since been entrenched 
in eff orts to protect the NaƟ onal 
ArcƟ c Wildlife Refuge and Bears Ears 
NaƟ onal Monument from oil and 
gas extracƟ on. He brings deeper 
meaning to these causes by taking 
part in adventure-based ouƟ ngs to 
these public lands where his larger-
than-life, fi rst-hand accounts are 
leveraged to help advocate change. 
Closer to home, ouƟ ngs in Rocky 
Mountain NaƟ onal Park have 
become more refl ecƟ ve, especially 
when he, and wife Becca, are with 
their young children, ages four and 
seven. “Having a family ups the 
urgency to try and make this world 

a beƩ er place for my kids because I 
think beyond my own lifeƟ me now,” 
says Tommy. One of the family’s 
favorite daytrips is on the trail to 
Emerald Lake and on up to Chaos 
Canyon where Tommy and his dad 
helped revoluƟ onize the sport of 
bouldering. “One great thing about 
climbing is you spend all day in these 
places, and then you go back to the 
same place day aŌ er day and even 
year aŌ er year, so it really creates a 
deeper inƟ macy, and it’s cool that it 
has fostered that in our kids, too.”  
While the pandemic has kept him 
closer to home, Tommy has been 
making the most of it. “It’s crazy, 
aŌ er having lived here for almost 
30 years that I’m sƟ ll seeing parts 
of the park that are so beauƟ ful.” 
A new linkup adventure is being 
contemplated that will take him from 
Longs Peak across the ConƟ nental 
Divide to Nederland. It’s called the 
LA Freeway. “I think you’ve got to 
love the world before you want 
to save it, and places like Rocky 
Mountain NaƟ onal Park are the best 
classrooms for that.” For Tommy 
Caldwell, it has been his window to 
the world. 
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Nature Notes
An early cold snap with enough snow to be 
alarming (seriously? September 8?) caused many 
hummingbirds to wait impaƟ ently for feeders to be 
put out, according to former RMNP Wildlife biologist 
Gary Mller • Conservancy AdministraƟ on Director 
Carolyn Carlson and her husband Kent were hiking 
the Ute trail one morning in August aŌ er catching 
the sunrise at Rainbow Curve and found spectacular 
clusters of snowy white columbine just off  the trail 
near Tombstone Ridge. They also found some dense 
groupings of purple fringe and cornfl ower blue sky 
pilot wildfl owers that were tucked in the rocks of Ute 
meadow. This defi nitely ranked as one of their favorite 
wildfl ower hikes of the season • RMNP Colorado 
River District InterpreƟ ve Ranger Alicea Powell was 
hiking with her husband on the Colorado River Trail, 
and they were using Seek, an iNaturalist app, to help 
idenƟ fy plants and wildfl owers along the way. She 
spoƩ ed something that looked like some animal 
hair that had goƩ en snagged on a sƟ ck, but upon 
further invesƟ gaƟ on discovered that it was a unique 
lichen appropriately named burred horsehair lichen • 
Conservancy Development Assistant Victoria Johnson 
spoƩ ed a loyal Conservancy member at an Estes Park 
gas staƟ on who was sporƟ ng a Conservancy hat and 
a Conservancy face mask. What a thrill to see this 
species out in the wild! • On an early morning hike to 
Lake Haiyaha in late summer, InterpreƟ ve Ranger Kathy 
Brazelton stooped to closely inspect a wildfl ower, and a 
dark-eyed junco fl ushed, nearly hiƫ  ng her smack in the 
nose. Unwiƫ  ngly, she had come upon a nest with three 
nestlings tucked into the undergrowth • On the same 

hike, Kathy and her husband, former RMNP Wildlife 
Biologist Gary Miller, watched a female northern 
three-toed woodpecker and her fl edgling foraging 
on a tree trunk. Well, the female was foraging 
and capturing larvae, then feeding them to  her 
youngster. The young ‘un mimicked mom’s tapping 
on the trunk but didn’t appear to know why • Gary 
has also been seeing substanƟ al signs of recent 
beaver acƟ vity off  the Kaley CoƩ ages road in the 
Cub Creek elk exclosures through the summer • In 
early September, on a hike to Sky Pond, Conservancy 
member/donor Marlene Borneman observed a 
number of pika scurrying around with various plants 
in their mouths to add to their haypiles. One of the 
most ambiƟ ous of them was scurrying back and 
forth carrying large arrowleaf ragwort stems in its 
mouth, with the stems so much bigger than the pika 
itself. It nonetheless somehow managed to get them 
in its haypile • On a backpack trip near Hutcheson 
Lakes, Marlene and her Conservancy board member 
husband Walt observed several pairs of Wilson’s 
warblers feeding on arrowleaf ragwort seeds and 
wax currants. They were thrilled to see these lovely 
birds fl uƩ ering about • Conservancy member Phyllis 
Holst was driving on Old Fall River Road in early 
August where she spoƩ ed four bighorn rams that 
were licking the road. One of them was three-legged 
lame, not bearing any weight on the right rear. 
When she got home and reviewed the photos, she 
noƟ ced that one of the rams was missing the hoof 
on its right rear. Eventually the four rams started to 
go up the rocky slope along the road. The lame ram 
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Pint-sized social distancing on the 
Sprague Lake accessible trail
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was slow to get up the incline, but the other 
three rams lined up on the top of the ridge and 
waited for him to catch up • Wishing health 
and well-being and kindness to all!

Conservancy Development Assistant Victoria 
Johnson was asked by a neighbor whom to 
contact for an injured bird — turns out the bird 
was a great-horned owl that she had spoƩ ed 
by its fl uƩ ering in the brush. ScoƩ  Rashid, 
founder of CARRI (Colorado Avian Research and 
RehabilitaƟ on InsƟ tute), collected the bird, and he 
later reported that it had most likely been hit by a 
car and that its shoulder had been shaƩ ered. The 
bird was soon thereaŌ er euthanized.

Victoria Johnson


