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by Madeline Thayer
Summer 2022 Connecting With Place

QUARTERLY

I spent the beƩ er part of my childhood 
with a view of the Twin Sisters pracƟ cally 
out my back window and within walking 
distance of the nearest entry point to 
Rocky Mountain NaƟ onal Park. 
My earliest memories in the park are 
comprised of running along dusty trails 
among budding aspens long before you 
had to get up at 4 a.m. to get a parking 
spot at Glacier Gorge or the existence of 
a Timed-Entry System. 
When I was in elementary school, 
we took a class trip to the park. I’m 
sure we were a sight to be seen — a 
discombobulated, complaining gaggle 
of second graders being herded up to 
Alberta Falls. The only thing I remember 
about that trip was the pride I felt when 
my dad, a park ranger at the Ɵ me, came 
hiking down the trail, and I barreled 
through the throngs of my classmates 
to give him a hug and proudly introduce 
him and his job to my friends.
A few summers later, my mom and I 
had a weekly hiking date with some 
family friends who happened to have 
a daughter my own age, and I learned 
the joys of exploring and sharing nature 
with a best friend. That was the summer 

that Rocky lost one of its rangers, Jeff  
Christensen, to a fall into a cirque 
between Ypsilon Mountain and 
Mount Chiquita. I remember siƫ  ng 
on the hood of my dad’s car at the 
Backcountry Offi  ce one evening at 
dusk before Jeff  had been found. 
My dad was working late, helping 
to coordinate search eff orts, and at 
eleven years old, I was beginning to 
understand the incredible power and 
danger that existed alongside these 
beauƟ ful mountains. 
In the years that followed, I entered a 
phase of indiff erence to the peaks and 
high country surrounding me. Swept 
up in the teenage thrills of middle and 
high school, I spent my Ɵ me focusing 
on new hobbies, exploring friendships 
and relaƟ onships, and chronicling 
it all in a series of journals now 
relegated to my aƫ  c. 
But the mountains remained, and 
eventually I returned to them. By the 
Ɵ me I graduated from high school, I 
was galivanƟ ng off  for 20-mile-long 
adventures in the backcountry with 
my friends, returning late in the 
aŌ ernoon, moderately banged up, 
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Dear Friends, 
Happy summer in the Rockies! Despite the annual chaos of another season kick-
off  in the park, I escaped for a quick trip to Oregon for my daughter’s birthday 
weekend where we raŌ ed for three days on the Rogue River, one of the original 
Wild and Scenic rivers designated in 1968. I was delighted to fi nd that I can’t 
remember the last Ɵ me I’ve felt so enƟ rely out of my element in nature. Other 
than the elk, the fl ora and fauna in the lush environment had me charmed and 
befuddled for days and wishing I had brought along a fi eld guide, since we had no 
cell phone service to query all our creature quesƟ ons. 
On the last night of the trip, we set-up in a campsite with pools of water teeming 
with orange-ish newts. Recalling the ever-elusive, and enƟ rely alien-looking 
salamanders of Lily Lake, I reached down and scooped one up and encouraged 
my husband (he declined) to pet its unexpectedly rough skin before gently 
returning it to the pool. My daughter bounded over a few minutes later to tell 
me that she had found some sort of water lizard over yonder and caught it. 
Overhearing us, our guide came rushing over in horror to let us know that the 
newts we were handling so cavalierly were deadly toxic. I asked her if she meant 
that they had salmonella, while wandering over to the soap to scrub our hands, 
and she clarifi ed, that because they were toxic to ingest, I probably need not 
worry too much if we made sure we got our hands really clean. 
We emerged the next day, newts largely forgoƩ en and sƟ ll alive.  I Googled up 
the newts, and lo and behold, the rough-skinned newt of Oregon is indeed quite 
toxic, though fortunately, only if ingested. Upon hearing my list of newt facts, 
my husband said, “You two are exactly like the tourists in Rocky with the elk.” 
And he’s right! Why would we touch any animal, much less one we couldn’t even 
name? We were “bad” tourists, even with the best of intenƟ ons. 
Now, as the park swells to its maximum capacity of visitors daily, I’ve been 
thinking about that epiphany every Ɵ me I see a tourist behaving poorly, 
standing too close to an elk for a selfi e, plucking a fl ower, standing too close to a 
precarious drop-off  for a photo, feeding a chipmunk a cookie. Without the right 
educaƟ on about a place, we are all capable of making bad choices, despite our 
good intenƟ ons.
Perhaps next Ɵ me you see visitors gone amok in nature you’ll also think of a 
Ɵ me that you made a poor or uninformed choice – maybe it will help to be a 
liƩ le more paƟ ent and gently educate others how to be good stewards to these 
remarkable places we are charged with stewarding together. 
Happy hiking, 

 

Warmly,

Blitzen Ridge, Fay Lakes | Marlene Borneman
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Along Peak View Drive on the NE corner of Prospect 
Mountain Drive in Estes Park, land on two sides is 
designated as owned by RMNP on Larimer County property 
maps. Why does the park own land there? The NaƟ onal Park 
Service does not manage land along Peak View Drive in Estes Park. 
Public lands in Larimer County are managed by Bureau of ReclamaƟ on, 
U.S. Forest Service, and the State of Colorado, to name a few of the 
agencies. There are oŌ en errors in the Larimer County Assessor’s records 
for federally-managed parcels, and many of these parcels are currently 
eroneously tagged with ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK SERVICE. We 
have been working with Larimer County Assessor Bob Overbeck and his 
staff  to correct the errors. — RMNP Park Planner Cheri Yost
Is it advisable for residents to put out bird feeders and 
birdbaths at this Ɵ me with the bird fl u issues? It’s graƟ fying to 
see folks being willing to help counter this very serious outbreak of deadly 
bird fl u. The most serious problems occur in domesƟ c fowl. RelaƟ ve to wild 
birds, the present strain (H5N1) has been extremely rare in species that 
are typically the focus of backyard aƩ ractants in summer (e.g., fi nches, 
sparrows, hummingbirds). Geese, ducks, other water and shore birds, 
corvids (e.g., crows, magpies, jays) and raptors are wild species most 
suscepƟ ble to this deadly virus. In general, then, removing the typical bird 
aƩ ractants will have a negligible benefi t in combaƫ  ng bird fl u at this Ɵ me. 
ExcepƟ ons: 1) if domesƟ c poultry are nearby, remove aƩ ractants; 2) avoid 
things that would cause magpies, jays, or crows to congregate. I urge folks 
to stay tuned to this issue — as we should have learned by now, viruses 
do mutate rapidly and the present situaƟ on is no guarantee that a strain 
more virulent to songbirds won’t emerge. And, of course, because there 
are other diseases that can be transmiƩ ed when birds congregate, it is 
important that feeders be kept very clean. Finally, for the sake of our 
bears, feeders must be taken down when unaƩ ended, certainly at night, 
unless completely and unfailingly out of the reach of bears. — ReƟ red 
RMNP Wildlife Biologist Gary Miller
I saw a young male elk in velvet with one antler developing 
normally and the other strangely twisted and angling 
downward. Will this elk have this anomaly for its enƟ re life? 
USUALLY, the cause of a deformed antler is from damage occurring 
during its soŌ , fast-growing velvet stage. The following year’s antler 
will then develop normally. I suspect that’s likely the case here. He 
might have goƩ en the soŌ  antler tangled up in fencing, neƫ  ng or other 
trappings of our residenƟ al areas. Much more rare would be a geneƟ c 
mutaƟ on causing such a deformity and that would repeat with each 
year’s antler. Of course, there would be a low likelihood of that bull 
passing on that mutaƟ on. Some readers may recall the bull elk folks 
nicknamed “Unicorn” whose antler came straight out over its head 
instead of to the side. He was around for a number of years, showing 
the same deformity. — ReƟ red RMNP Wildlife Biologist Gary Miller
 

Shop Conservancy 
Nature Stores

Ask Nancy
Quarterly Editor Nancy Wilson aƩ empts to unearth answers to any 
quesƟ ons asked by Conservancy members and park visitors. If you are 
curious about something in or about the park, email nancy.wilson@
rmconservancy.org or write: Nancy Wilson, Rocky Mountain Conservancy, 
PO Box 3100, Estes Park, CO 80517.

For ALL Your RMNP Memorabilia

BLACK BEAR ENAMEL 
MUG
Perfect for any camping 
trip, this enamel 
mug with black bear 
graphics is dishwasher 
safe. Hand-made by 
craŌ speople in Poland. 
3ʺ tall and 3.5ʺ wide at 

rim. Price: $27.99; Member Price: $23.79

WPA NATIONAL 
PARKS POSTER 
JIGSAW PUZZLE
WPA (Works Progress 
AdministraƟ on) 
NaƟ onal Park posters 
and newly created 

posters in the WPA style are featured on 
this colorful and historic 1000-piece jigsaw 
puzzle. Completed puzzle dimensions: 17.25ʺ 
x 26.5.ʺ Made in the U.S.A. Price: $24.99; 
Member Price: $21.24

STAINLESS STEEL WATER 
BOTTLE ͷ RMNP MAP
Lightweight, stainless, with no 
plasƟ c aŌ ertaste, this sturdy 
25-ounce boƩ le will serve you 
well for many years on many 
adventures. Available in black 
or blue; hand wash only. Price: 
$29.95; Member Price: $25.46

More memorabilia at
RMConservancy.org or
Call 970-586-0121 to order.

LEATHER PATCH CAP
Simple, but classy, 
this hat is minimally 
decorated but has all the 
right feels: lightweight, 
sturdy, and ready for the 
next hike. Color: Olive. 

Adjustable, one size fi ts most. 100% coƩ on. 
Price: $24.95; Member Price: $21.21
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by Daniel Lawson, 
RMNP Deputy 

Facility Manager

Fall River Entrance Station to 
Receive Face Lift in Late Summer

The current buildings 
were designed and 
constructed as part

of the National Park 
Service’s “Mission 

66” program.

Fall River Entrance in 2018 
clearly exhibiƟ ng the need for an 

expansion of the entrance staƟ on.

Figure 1: Fall River Entrance StaƟ on in 
Horseshoe Park, circa 1920.  

Later this summer, construcƟ on 
will begin on a new and improved 
entrance staƟ on at the Fall River 
Entrance to Rocky Mountain 
NaƟ onal Park. This much needed 
project has been in the works 
for more than a decade, and 
the construcƟ on phase will be 
frustraƟ ng for visitors – but the 
detours and delays will all be worth 
it in the end!
This will not be the fi rst Ɵ me this 
entrance staƟ on has been removed, 
replaced or constructed in the park’s 
history. In fact, when the project is 
complete, it will be the fi Ō h version 
of an entrance staƟ on in the Fall 
River corridor. It may be hard to 
believe, but one earlier iteraƟ on 
was located on the western edge of 
Horseshoe Park. The park’s entrance 
road even traveled between Sheep 
Lakes for a Ɵ me. 
Another fun fact: The current 
entrance staƟ on was originally 
designed to be operated only during 
the summer season. As such, the 
two middle kiosks were designed 
to be portable and were built on 
skids. Park crews would simply 
move the kiosks out of the way each 
winter to give beƩ er access for the 
snowplows. Can you imagine the 
park doing that today?

We’ve come a long way since the 
current entrance staƟ on was built 
in the 1960s, but some things, 
like a busy entrance staƟ on with 
long lines, haven’t changed. These 
once adequate faciliƟ es have 
exceeded their useful design life 
and no longer meet the safety or 
operaƟ onal needs of the park or its 
many visitors. The current buildings 
were designed and constructed as 
part of the NaƟ onal Park Service’s 
“Mission 66” program. Mission 
66 was a naƟ onwide eff ort to 
modernize park faciliƟ es in the face 
of rapidly increasing visitaƟ on and 
aging infrastructure.  
If this all sounds familiar, it may 
be because there is a similar 
program going on in the NaƟ onal 
Park Service today. The Great 
American Outdoors Act was 
passed by Congress in 2020. This 
biparƟ san eff ort is providing 1.9 
billion dollars in annual funding to 
modernize faciliƟ es and address 
the signifi cant maintenance backlog 
in our naƟ onal parks, forests, 
wildlife refuges, recreaƟ on areas, 
and American Indian Schools. 
At Rocky, these funds are being 
used to fund millions of dollars in 
uƟ lity replacement work in Park 
Headquarters and the Moraine Park 
Campground. To learn more about 

NPS

NPS
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Figure 2: Fall River Entrance, circa 1940 

this program, visit: hƩ ps://www.doi.
gov/gaoa.
Many of the faciliƟ es constructed 
during the Mission 66 era in Rocky 
need upgrading and aƩ enƟ on aŌ er 
well over 50 years of serving the 
park’s visitors. The Fall River Entrance 
is no excepƟ on. This project will 
replace the entrance staƟ on and 
all three kiosks with new buildings. 
An addiƟ onal entrance lane will 
be added, and the roadway will 

be widened to the park boundary 
to help alleviate congesƟ on at the 
entrance. In addiƟ on, a new entrance 
sign will welcome future generaƟ ons 
of park visitors to Rocky. Hopefully, 
this will be the last Ɵ me the park 
entrance changes locaƟ on or needs 
a major upgrade, at least for a long 
while.  And no, the kiosks aren’t 
designed to be moveable this Ɵ me 
around.  

Support Rocky’s 
resource management 
programs by donaƟ ng 
to the Rocky Mountain 
Conservancy at
RMConservancy.org, or 
call 970-586-0108

Corporate and Business Partners Growing 
Support for Conservancy and Rocky

Did you know that many businesses and 
brands generously support the Rocky 
Mountain Conservancy? Each company gives 
in unique ways, both fi nancially and in-kind, 
and you can see those partners highlighted at 
RMConservancy.org/corporate-partner. This 
quarter’s new partners shown here. 

To learn more about joining the Conservancy’s 
Corporate Partner program, please contact our 
Philanthropy department at (970) 586-0108.

Partner - $5,000 - $9,999

Leader - $10,000 - $24,999

NPS
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by Paige Lambert, 
ConƟ nental Divide 

Research Learning Center

How Visitor Use Monitoring 
Supports Adaptive Management 
in Rocky Mountain National Park

Road tube counters at Deer 
Ridge JuncƟ on. Road tubes are 

aƩ ached to counters that record 
Ɵ me-stamped vehicle counts, 
direcƟ on of travel, and speed.

Image 2: Road tube counters at the 
Grand Lake Entrance StaƟ on. Road 

tubes are aƩ ached to counter.

This summer, Rocky Mountain NaƟ onal Park 
(RMNP) is implemenƟ ng the third year of 
a Timed-Entry Permit System. Timed entry 
is one of several temporary, pilot strategies 
RMNP has uƟ lized since 2016 to address the 
impact of increasing visitaƟ on. The goals of 
these strategies are to improve visitor and staff  
safety, resource protecƟ on, visitor experience, 
and operaƟ onal capacity.

RMNP makes management decisions using 
“AdapƟ ve Management” — an approach that 
conƟ nually incorporates the most recent and 
relevant scienƟ fi c informaƟ on into acƟ ons 
and policies. To determine if Ɵ med entry helps 
achieve management goals, the ConƟ nental 
Divide Research Learning Center (CDRLC) 
monitors various elements of visitor use, 
including traffi  c paƩ erns, trail-use paƩ erns, 
visitor impact to natural resources, and human 
encounter rates along trail corridors. 

Monitoring provides park managers with data 
used to make real-Ɵ me improvements to the 
current Timed-Entry system and supports the 
park’s long range visitor-use planning eff orts. 

Visitor-use monitoring is a collaboraƟ ve eff ort 
between CDRLC staff , NPS management 
specialists, research partners, the NPS 
ScienƟ sts in Park Program, and the Rocky 
Mountain Conservancy. We greatly appreciate 
the Conservancy’s support to fund this 
criƟ cal research used for real-Ɵ me, adapƟ ve 
management of the park. 

During the past three years, the Rocky 
Mountain Conservancy support has allowed 
the park to expand its previous visitor-use 
research that was conducted in 2013 and 
2017. The Conservancy funds fi eld support 
equipment, including road tube counters, 

data collecƟ on and analysis, research 
publicaƟ ons, and monitoring eff orts by NPS 
staff  and interns.

Traffi  c PaƩ erns
Traffi  c paƩ ern data are the primary source 
used to analyze and adjust the Timed-
Entry System. These data are collected 
using road tube counters (Image 2), which 
provide insight about total volume of 
vehicles entering the park during a 24-
hour period, how Ɵ med entry infl uences 
paƩ erns of vehicle entry, and which areas 
receive the most traffi  c. Tube counter data 
help managers understand popular driving 
desƟ naƟ ons, peak visitaƟ on hours, and 
the ability of the Timed-Entry system to 
maximize visitaƟ on while protecƟ ng visitor 
experience and resources.

RMNP uses tube counter data to understand, 
update and change (i.e. adapƟ vely manage) 
Timed-Entry Permit reservaƟ ons in real Ɵ me 
to beƩ er balance access while maintaining 
visitor experience. One example of this 
real-Ɵ me management occurred in 2021 — 
resource managers observed lower rates of 
visitaƟ on than expected even though daily 
reservaƟ ons were sold out. To understand 
what may be driving this paƩ ern, resource 
managers used traffi  c counter data to 
determine if there were “ReservaƟ on No-
Show” rates (Figure 1).  

Tube counter data revealed that the 
number of vehicles entering the Bear Lake 
Corridor was, on average, ~30% less than 
the number of Bear Lake reservaƟ ons sold 
for corresponding reservaƟ on windows. 
This “No-Show” rate of ~30% prompted 
RMNP managers to increase the numbers of 

Image 1: RMNP’s 2022 Visitor-Use 
Monitoring Team (leŌ  to right): Anna 

Bornstein, Keily Pineda, MacKenzie 
Conant, and Frank Peplowski.

NPS

NPS

NPS



72022 SUMMER NEWSLETTER | 

reservaƟ ons sold for the Bear Lake corridor 
at 5 p.m. the night before to maximize access 
while sƟ ll addressing visitaƟ on impact and 
monitoring resource condiƟ ons. 

During 2022, the CDRLC will conƟ nue 
collecƟ ng tube counter data, and each two-
week data collecƟ on period is shared with 
the park Leadership Team to determine if 
addiƟ onal adaptaƟ ons to the Timed-Entry 
System are needed. 

Trail-Use PaƩ erns
RMNP also monitors the infl uence of Ɵ med 
entry on trail-use and peak-use Ɵ mes. To 
accomplish this, the CDRLC maintains a suite 
of infrared trail counters located at popular 
trailheads and trail segments throughout the 
park. Trail counters provide informaƟ on on 
total trail-use volume and hourly use through 
the day. In 2020, trail counters confi rmed 
that, even under Ɵ med entry, trails in the 
Bear Lake Road corridor remained the most 
popular hiking desƟ naƟ ons in the park 
(Figure 2). Trail-use data, combined with 
traffi  c data, for this area suggested that 
this fi rst iteraƟ on of Ɵ med entry (2020) did 
not have the intended result of reducing 
crowding and congesƟ on in this area of 
the park. These data, along with other 
consideraƟ ons, resulted in the addiƟ on 
of the secondary Bear Lake Road Corridor 
ReservaƟ on in 2021 and 2022 to beƩ er 
address visitaƟ on impact in this area.

Trail Encounter Rates
Having the trail to oneself is an experience 
many visitors highly value. Many trails in 
RMNP are within designated Wilderness, 
defi ned as part of the Wilderness Act of 
1964. Designated Wilderness provides 
outstanding recreaƟ onal opportuniƟ es, 
including the experience of solitude. 
To understand how Ɵ med entry infl uences 
opportuniƟ es for solitude, the CDRLC will 
pilot a new visitor-use monitoring protocol 

to quanƟ fy trail congesƟ on in wilderness.  
While trail counters provide informaƟ on 
on visitaƟ on at certain locaƟ ons, these 
numbers do not necessarily refl ect how many 
other individuals a hiker might encounter 
(i.e.. opportuniƟ es for solitude). To beƩ er 
understand encounter rates, CDRLC staff  will 
develop methodology and collect baseline 
data to quanƟ fy congesƟ on on popular trails. 

If you are interested in volunteering as 
a community scienƟ st to assist with trail 
encounter rates monitoring, please email 
ROMO_Research@nps.gov to discuss 
current opportuniƟ es.

Visitor Impact to Natural Resources
To understand visitor impact to natural 
resources, the CDRLC uƟ lizes community 
science volunteers to document impact 
through the Community Led Impact 
Monitoring (CLIM) program. The CLIM 
program idenƟ fi es and quanƟ fi es three 
main visitor-use eff ects: informal trails, 
congregaƟ on-induced bare ground areas, 
and human waste. Previous study locaƟ ons 
for the CLIM program include Glacier Gorge 
(trailhead to Sky Pond; 2020) and Wild Basin 
(trailhead to Thunder Lake; 2021). 

CollecƟ vely, community scienƟ sts have 
mapped more than 1,500 informal trails 
totaling nearly 30 miles, 237 congregaƟ on-
induced bare ground areas totaling over 
7,000 square miles, and over 400 occurrences 
of improperly buried human waste. Data 
collected as part of the CLIM program have 
been used to quanƟ fy nitrogen inputs from 
urine into the Loch-Vale Watershed in Glacier 
Gorge, inform decisions about potenƟ al 
backcountry privy sites, and help promote the 
use of WAG bags (kit equipped with a gelling 
agent that traps, deodorizes and breaks down 
waste) in high-visitaƟ on wilderness areas in 
RMNP. 

The CLIM program will conƟ nue in 2022 

with an emphasis on high-visitaƟ on areas, 
including locaƟ ons on the alpine tundra. 
If you are interested in volunteering as a 
community scienƟ st for the CLIM program, 
please email ROMO_Research@nps.gov to 
discuss current opportuniƟ es. 

The mission of the NPS is to “preserve 
unimpaired the natural and cultural 
resources and values of the NaƟ onal Park 
System for the enjoyment, educaƟ on, and 
inspiraƟ on of this and future generaƟ ons.” 
Visitor-use research and monitoring 
directly supports this mission by providing 
important data used to maximize access 
today while protecƟ ng visitor experience 
and resources for tomorrow. Visitor-use 
data collected in 2022 not only helps 
resource managers adapƟ vely manage and 
improve the current Timed Entry System, 
but will also help inform future long range 
visitor use planning. The Rocky Mountain 
Conservancy plays a criƟ cal role in these 
eff orts to achieve the NPS mission — we 
greatly appreciate your support!

Figure 1: ReservaƟ on “no show” Rates for the Bear Lake Road 
Corridor (BLRC). The diff erence between the two colors is the number 
of vehicles that did not enter the BLRC during their reservaƟ on 
window, knows as “no shows.” No-show rates across reservaƟ on 
windows range from 19%-55% with an average of ~30%.

Figure 2: CumulaƟ ve hiker counts on popular trails throughout the 
park. Trails in the Bear Lake area are represented by the Bear Lake-
Glacier Gorge JuncƟ on and Nymph Lake Overlook counters. 

A map of informal trails near Alberta 
Falls, a popular desƟ naƟ on hike in Glacier 
Gorge. Line colors represent the severity 
of informal trail condiƟ on with blue 
represenƟ ng light vegetaƟ on trampling 
or loss and red represenƟ ng complete 
vegetaƟ on loss. The dashed grey line 
represents the offi  cial trail.
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Conservancy Welcomes New 
Education Director Carlie Bangs

“I think my greatest 
contribution has been 

to build bridges to 
non-ecologists, interpreting 

ecology and its utility to them.” 
— Bettie Willard, ecologist, founder of 

the Field Seminar Program in 1962

EducaƟ on Director Carlie Bangs and  her 
young daughter enjoying the giŌ s of nature.

Carlie was born and raised in 
Lincoln, NE, and went to the 
University of Nebraska – Lincoln, 
where she studied environmental 
studies with a sociology focus, 
and environmental educaƟ on. She 
worked with schools and created 
curriculum for aŌ er-school garden 
clubs. She visited Estes Park during 
the summers to work for her aunt 
and uncle’s landscaping business. 
This was also where she met her 
future husband. Estes Park quickly 
became her home.
Since 2009, Carlie has worked in 
programming for other nonprofi ts 
in the Estes Park community, 
beginning her Colorado career 
at the YMCA of the Rockies as an 
outdoor educaƟ on instructor. She 
moved her way up through the 
organizaƟ on in roles such as the 
outdoor educaƟ on director and 
associate program director. While 
her children were young, she moved 
to a smaller nonprofi t that focused 
on early childhood development, 
advocacy, and connecƟ ng resources 
to families. Most recently, she 
served the Estes Park community as 
a Town Trustee. Whatever role she’s 
in, she shows up ready to listen and 
eager to create. 
Outside of her professional life, 
Carlie has three daughters, two cats, 

a dog, and six chickens. Whether 
she and her family are skiing, 
traveling to new desƟ naƟ ons, or 
camping, it’s always an adventure. 
She loves raising her children in 
Estes Park.
Carlie is excited to be back to full 
Ɵ me work at the Conservancy as 
the educaƟ on director where she 
can hit the ground running to bring 
programming back. She believes 
in the programs and courses that 
have been off ered in the past, and 
is eager to adapt for the changing 
world and audiences. She is thrilled 
to be back in the outdoor educaƟ on 
fi eld, and she is excited to hear from 
you! 
Please reach out with any thoughts 
or comments to:
carlie.bangs@RMConservancy.org
970-586-0108 ext 100
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Rocky Mountain Conservancy 
Park Puzzler

Across
1. _____ host insects that prefer 
them for laying their eggs, and small 
animals gnaw this calcium-rich 
material for a much-needed nutrient.
5. The Big _____, Rocky Mountain 
NaƟ onal Park’s most beloved and 
photographed bull elk since the 
immortal Samson — who was 
poached by a bowhunter more than 
25 years ago — has died. 
6. The _____ Headwaters Project is 
a signifi cant collaboraƟ ve cuƩ hroat 
trout re-introducƟ on project in 
Rocky.
8. Trail Ridge Road is in the process 
of opening for the season! Be sure to 
adhere to closure signs when _____ 
operaƟ ons are underway.
10. Contrary to common 
understanding, _____ goose is 
the correct nomenclature for this 
ubiquitous water-loving bird.
11. Did you know that parking on 
vegetaƟ on or organic topsoil kills 
plants, compacts the soil, spreads 
_____ weeds, and poses a fi re risk?
12. Wildfi res can aff ect stream 
habitats by causing increased inputs 
of _____ and ash from burned 
hillsides, as well as increased light 
levels into riparian areas.
13. It is likely that _____ will occur 
in throughout the burned areas of 
the park in the coming years and 
trout populaƟ ons are expected to 
rebound.
15. Two large eagles are found in 
RMNP, with the bald eagle more 
frequently sited than the _____ 
eagle.
16. Park survey methods to 
determine trout populaƟ ons in 
burned areas include using a 
backpack _____ to stun the fi sh 
temporarily making them easy to 
catch.
18. Stop in to meet Rocky’s new Lead 
Program Manager for InterpretaƟ on, 
EducaƟ on and Volunteers, Kim 
_____.

19. Beavers have been observed _____ 
in stream research areas, parƟ cularly 
where the willows have been protected 
by fencing.

Down
2. The Rocky Mountain Conservancy 
funds many park educaƟ on programs, 
and the recent Distant Learning Program 
allows each _____ in a classroom to 
experience the park virtually.
3. The Rocky Mountain Conservancy has 
selected an architectural fi rm to create 
the construcƟ on drawings for _________ 
Mountain Lookout Tower in accordance 
with the Historic Structure Report (HSR) 
and park prioriƟ es determined last year.
4. Keep an eye out for Rocky’s _____ staff  
that have joined for this busy summer 
season in visitor centers and on the trail.

7. In a naƟ onal park, antler collecƟ on 
amounts to _____ and is considered a 
violaƟ on.
9. American white _____ are one of 
the largest birds in North America with 
a 9-foot wingspan and started visiƟ ng 
Grand Lake in larger numbers during 
spring and fall migraƟ ons in about 2013.
13. Surprisingly populous in montane 
and lower elevaƟ ons in and around 
Rocky, the wild turkey roams in a group 
known as a _____, or gaggle.
14. Introducing more visitors through a 
_____ system could make the eff ects of 
high visitaƟ on to Rocky even greater. (2 
words)
17. Two Conservancy ConservaƟ on Corps 
crews will work in tandem within the 
_____ and Comanche Peak Wilderness 
area to reestablish trails in the Cameron 
Peak burn scar.
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The Rocky Mountain Conservancy expresses special thanks 
to the following people for their donations supporting Rocky 
Mountain National Park: April 1, 2022 – June 28, 2022

Total giŌ s: 1,506 | Total donaƟ ons: $141,811

Ofelia Acevedo, Jacksonville, NC
Schei Adams, Glenwood Springs, CO
Jane Adams Nelson, Denver, CO
Barbara Addison, Valley Falls, KS
Cris Advincula, Castle Pines, CO
Luis Aguilar, Denver, CO
IveƩ e Aguirre, Rifl e, CO
Adele Ahnstedt, Fort Collins, CO
Teresa and Steven Ahrenholz, CincinnaƟ , OH
Brian Akin, Denver, CO
Isabella Albin, Peyton, CO
William Aldeen, Gypsum, CO
Peter Alexander, Longmont, CO
Shelley and William Alexander III, Brentwood, TN
Andrew Alexander, Windsor, CO
Mary and James Alfred, La Grange Park, IL
Susan and Patrick Allen, Aurora, CO
ScoƩ  Alperin, Boston, MA
Pascual Alvarado, Broomfi eld, CO
Pooneh Ameri, Aurora, CO
Thomas and Elaine Andersen, Fort Collins, CO
Dwight Andersen, Loveland, CO
LaVerne Anderson, Longmont, CO
Lindsay Anderson, Castle Pines, CO
David Anderson, Fort Collins, CO
Aaron Aneloski, Grand JuncƟ on, CO
Kaitlyn Angermeier, North Wales, PA
Anonymous
George Ansfi eld, Parker, CO
Pat and Jim Ardis, Estes Park, CO
Raul Arellano, Estes Park, CO
Andrea Armijo, Arvada, CO
Lance Armstrong, Whitewater, CO
James and Nancy Arndt, Loveland, CO
Jo Arnold, Estes Park, CO
Brice Arnot, Aurora, CO
Chad and Shannon Arthur, Loveland, CO
Jason and Jennifer Artz, PlaƩ eville, WI
Axel Granados Arzaga, Denver, CO
JusƟ n Atwood, Loveland, CO
Joseph Augliera and Kiara Augliera, Parker, CO
Dawayna and Tim Aulick, Parksville, KY
Edwin A. AusƟ n, Rochester, NY
Kenneth and Shirley Avis, Westminster, CO
Dewayne Babb, Canon City, CO
Mike Baca, Aurora, CO
KC Baker, Lochbuie, CO
Philip Baker, Estes Park, CO
Mamadou Balde, Denver, CO
John Baldwin, Boise, ID
Sam Balent, Castle Rock, CO
Judith Ball, Schaumburg, IL
Derek Bammel, Dallas, TX
Trevor Bana, Arvada, CO
Chris Banks, Windsor, CO
Dominic Baranyi, Wellington, CO

Jane and Ken Barber, Aurora, CO
Michael Barberio, Aurora, CO
William and Pat Barclay, MaƩ hews, NC
Kathleen Barnes, Boulder, CO
Buck Barney and Shauna Anderson, 
Colorado Springs, CO
Karen and Jay BarreƩ , Bethel Park, PA
Thomas and Laurie Barthold, Silver Spring, MD
Wayne BasseƩ , Trimble, MO
Colleen Bathen, Fort Collins, CO
Nick Bayly, Westminster, CO
Candice Beach, Castle Pines, CO
Traci Bean, Colorado Springs, CO
Kathy BeaƩ y and Elen Crone, Estes Park, CO
Shawn and Nancy Beaty, Bloomington, IL
Dale and Peggy Beck, Estes Park, CO
Molly Becker, Pueblo, CO
Jeff  and Jill Becklund, Minneapolis, MN
David and Nancy Jo Beery, Louisville, CO
Brenna Behan, Evergreen, CO
Stephen Bek, Colorado Springs, CO
Tarik Bektasevic, Colorado Springs, CO
Edmon Belisario, Colorado Springs, CO
Carolyn Bell and James Beachler, Florissant, MO
Blake BenneƩ , Denver, CO
Sara Bernard, Parker, CO
ChrisƟ an Berry, Estes Park, CO
Jim Bertel, Colorado Springs, CO
Angela Bethell, Berthoud, CO
Sharon Beyer, Appleton, WI
Bradley Bieber, Silverthorne, CO
Jennifer Biggs, Denver, CO
William Bird, Fort Collins, CO
John Birkhead, Colorado Springs, CO
Kelsey Bishop, Fort Collins, CO
Maureen Bjerke, Boulder, CO
Donald Blake, Fort Collins, CO
Andrew Blevins, Longmont, CO
Dr. Frederick Bloetscher, Hollywood, FL
William and Cheryl Bock, Cumberland, RI
Jane Bodmer, Sun Lakes, AZ
Robert and Kimberly Boisvert, Edina, MN
Kathryn Bolinsky, Loveland, CO
John Bombard, Northglenn, CO
Robert Bond, Kiowa, CO
Ryan Bonino, Broomfi eld, CO
John Bosserman, Kansas City, MO
Allison Bosworth, LiƩ leton, CO
Evan Bouc, Parker, CO
Louise and CurƟ s Bower, Estes Park, CO
Amy Bowles, Denver, CO
Terry Boyd, Fort Collins, CO
William Boyington, Denver, CO
Amy Boymel, Denver, CO
Peter Bracker, Evergreen, CO
Tiff any BrackeƩ , Johnstown, CO

Marianne Bradford and Theresa Early, Fairfax, VA
Gary Bradler, Parker, CO
Janet Bradley, Evergreen, CO
Cynthia Brady, Estes Park, CO
Joe and Michelle Brand, Walden, CO
BeƩ y BransƟ ter, Lakewood, CO
Vicki and Duane Braunagel, Longmont, CO
BriƩ ney Breedlove, Colorado Springs, CO
Carolyn Bremer, Denver, CO
Jennifer Brennan, Highlands Ranch, CO
Sandra Brennan, Milton, GA
Jennifer Bridge, Fort Collins, CO
Brian Brieske, Highlands Ranch, CO
Shane and Ellen Bristow, Lyons, CO
Nik Britegam, Castle Rock, CO
Mary Briƫ  ngham, Longmont, CO
Wendy Brockman, Byers, CO
John Broge, Greenwood Village, CO
JusƟ n Brolyer, Fort Collins, CO
Nancy and Tom Broner, Jacksonville Beach, FL
Reginald Brown, Denver, CO
Amy and Jason Brown, Severance, CO
Anthony Brown, Boulder, CO
Mike Brown, Milford, MI
Janine Brown, Colorado Springs, CO
Lamar Brown, Byers, CO
James Brown, Denver, CO
Jessica Browning, Peyton, CO
Samuel BruneƩ a, Boulder, CO
Roxann M. Bruno, Yonkers, NY
Kenneth Brunsman, Kerrville, TX
AusƟ n Buboltz, Fort Collins, CO
Caren Buchman, Ponte Verda Beach, FL
Maria Bucio, Silt, CO
Rigby Buckner, Boulder, CO
Gavin Buford, Loveland, CO
Joe and Vicky Burcham, Sioux Falls, SD
Linda and John Burchinal, Broomfi eld, CO
Jeremy Burmeister, Golden, CO
Maddie Burns, Fountain, CO
Gail and Terry Burrow, Estes Park, CO
Shelby Burrus, Denver, CO
Angela Busby, Jamestown, CO
Kristen Bush, Gypsum, KS
Spencer Buted, Lone Tree, CO
Nicky Butler, Colorado Springs, CO
Stephanie Butschek, Boulder, CO
JusƟ n BuƩ s, Denver, CO
Samantha Buxton, Fort Collins, CO
Jared Bynum, Denver, CO
Victoria Byrd, Sterling, CO
Amanda Caccioƫ  , Durango, CO
Kathleen Caldwell, CharloƩ esville, VA
Craig and Chase Campbell, Aurora, CO
D’Ann Campbell, Billings, MT
Aileen Campbell, Arvada, CO

To make a giŌ  to support Rocky Mountain NaƟ onal Park, visit RMConservancy.org, or call 970-586-0108
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Alma Cardenas, Greeley, CO
Sandra Cardillo, Fort Collins, CO
Marisela Cardona, Thornton, CO
George and Beth Carle, Estes Park, CO
Joyce Carlough, Colorado Springs, CO
Carolyn and Kent Carlson, Estes Park, CO
Brian Carlson, Longmont, CO
Jeff rey Carlson, Loveland, CO
CurƟ s Carman, Louisville, KY
Modesto Carmona, Lakewood, CO
Hannah Carr, Redwood City, CA
Mandy Carrell, Mormon Lake, AZ
Lee and Debi Carrick, Fort Collins, CO
Nathan Carrillo, Colorado Springs, CO
Gabriela Carrillo, Edwards, CO
Debra Carroll, Parker, CO
Nancy E. Carroum, Highlands Ranch, CO
Linnea Carter, Estes Park, CO
Robert and Mary Ann Carter, Longmont, CO
Joan Carter, Fort Collins, CO
Carol Cartwright, Richmond, TX
Frank Cartwright, Commerce City, CO
Kevin Casas, Denver, CO
Katelyn Case, Monument, CO
Priscilla Cast, Firestone, CO
Valeria Valles Castaneda, Thornton, CO
Efren CasƟ llo, Eagle, CO
Larry and Margie Caswell, Red Feather Lakes, CO
Ross Cecil, Newburgh, IN
Yunus Celebi, Westminster, CO
David Cermak, Evergreen, CO
Gordon Chadwell, LiƩ leton, CO
Thomas and Susan Chamberlin, Loveland, CO
Erica Chan, AusƟ n, TX
Thiphasone Chanthalakeo, Englewood, CO
Sangel Chapa, Berthoud, CO
Karen Chapin, Tabernash, CO
Joyce Chase, Boulder, CO
Chris and Stephanie Chaƞ ield, Denver, CO
Frank Chavez, Highlands Ranch, CO
David Cheedle, Denver, CO
Rachael ChesnuƩ , Rifl e, CO
John Chisholm and Amy Cheese, Fort Collins, CO
Thomas and Jean Christen, Fort Collins, CO
Kelly and Eric Christensen, LiƩ leton, CO
Diane Christoph, Oregon, WI
Judy Chung 
Graham Clark, Morrison, CO
Peter and Susie Claussen, Panama City, FL
Doug and Roxanne Clayton, Council Bluff s, IA
Mike and Gloria Clement, Manchester, MO
Terri Cluck, Waco, TX
Stephen and Margie Coberley, Wichita, KS
Tracy and Lois Cochran, Denver, CO
Brandon Cockeram, Parker, CO
Charles and Olga Cofas, Estes Park, CO
William and Gloria Coff ey, Baton Rouge, LA
Sheila and Rob Cohen, Estes Park, CO
Paul Colardeau, Colorado Springs, CO
Madelynn Coldiron, Frankfort, KY
Denise Collar, Grand Lake, CO
Kasumi Collins, Fort Collins, CO
Daniel Colombo, Colorado Springs, CO
Jim Conis, Aurora, CO
Anita Conner, Berthoud, CO
John Conroy, Rolla, MO
ScoƩ  Conway, Lakewood, CO
Sydney Cook, Monument, CO
Alicia and Brian Cook, Alamosa, CO
Chanya Cook, Colorado Springs, CO

Harris Cooper, Durham, NC
John and Dona Cooper, Estes Park, CO
Christopher Corn, Colorado Springs, CO
Carolina Cornejo, Strasburg, CO
Laurie Corradino, Trinidad, CO
Yazmin Robles Cortez, Commerce City, CO
Jennifer Coryell, Sunnyvale, CA
Tom CoƩ er, LiƩ leton, CO
Alece Coulman, Milroy, PA
Joshua Couzzo, Westminster, CO
Robert and Patricia Cozart, Louisville, CO
Dr. and Mrs. James W. CraŌ , Broomfi eld, CO
Carlene and James CraŌ , Berthoud, CO
Pamela Cramer, Loveland, CO
Rev. Kim M. Cran, Cuyahoga Falls, OH
Robin Creed-McVay, Baytown, TX
MaƩ hew Cremens, Effi  ngham, IL
Chris Crews, Greeley, CO
ChrisƟ na Crisman, Morrison, CO
Marvin and Lela Criswell, Estes Park, CO
Kayla Croskrey, Denver, CO
Jared Cross, LiƩ leton, CO
Richard Cross, Estes Park, CO
Rick and Karen Crowfoot, LiƩ leton, CO
James Crowley, Longmont, CO
DusƟ n Crowther, Lyons, CO
Jonathan Crozier, Fort Collins, CO
Antonio Cruz, Denver, CO
William E. Cully, Jr., Steamboat Springs, CO
Eric Cummings, Coppell, TX
Christopher Cunningham, LiƩ leton, CO
Erica Curd, Colorado Springs, CO
Robert Currie, Garland, TX
Diana Dahart, YpsilanƟ , MI
Elizabeth Lisa Dale, Edwards, CO
Mary Dancer, Deerfi eld, MA
Simon Dancler, Castle Rock, CO
James and Karen Daugherty, Estes Park, CO
William and Kathy David, Aurora, CO
Priscilla Davies, Colorado Springs, CO
Colton Davies, Colorado Springs, CO
James Davis, Somers Point, NJ
Logan Davis, Golden, CO
Ryan Davis, Castle Pines, CO
Colin and ChrisƟ na Davis, Flower Mound, TX
Todd Davis, Aurora, CO
John Davis, Loveland, CO
William H. and Peggy C. Davis, MarieƩ a, GA
Bruce and Mary Davis, Thornton, CO
Tim and Jane Davis, Denver, CO
Nancy and Dennis Davisson, Longmont, CO
Susan Day, Estes Park, CO
Daniel and Nancy Deal, Tipp City, OH
Patricia DeAngelis Ratner, Boulder, CO
Julie Deener, Longmont, CO
Siri DeForest-Reynolds, Edwards, CO
James DeHerrera, Colorado Springs, CO
CaƟ e Deines, Aurora, CO
Ivan Delgado, Denver, CO
Darryl and Carolyn DeMara, LafayeƩ e, CO
Liam Demarest, Slate Hill, NY
David and Sandra Dent, Warrenton, MO
James and Billie DeRuiter, Aurora, CO
Alyson Desmond, Fort Collins, CO
Pete Devine, Lyons, CO
BeƩ y DeVries, Lakewood, CO
Alexander Diaz-Clark, Fort Collins, CO
Richard and Becky Dickinson, Wakarusa, KS
Sallie Dickinson, Estes Park, CO
Samantha Dickmann, Boulder, CO

David Dickson and Lisa Sundell, Boulder, CO
Flordelis Dimaano, Golden, CO
Katherine Dines and David Miller, Denver, CO
Richard and Cindy Dixon, Springfi eld, IL
Augustus DiZerega, Taos, NM
Mark Dobrovolny, Denver, CO
Nancy Dodge, Sarasota, FL
Ellen Doiron and John Donaghy, 
  Hilton Head Island, SC
John and Dolores Dolan, Mahwah, NJ
James Dolan, Estes Park, CO
David Dombach, Colorado Springs, CO
Ashleigh Donner, Fort Collins, CO
Kathryn Doughty, Gilroy, CA
Barbara J. Dowd, Cedar Falls, IA
Richard Downing, Parker, CO
Kathleen Doyle, Golden, CO
Barbara Drapelick, Middlebury, VT
Amanda Drew, Westminster, CO
Shannon Drohan, Ballwin, MO
Kelly Drummond, Colorado Springs, CO
Nancy Duenez, Pueblo West, CO
Paul Dulany, Wellington, CO
Andrea Dumais, LiƩ leton, CO
Kevin and Kelly Dunn, Clinton, LA
Kendra and Steve Dunn, Broomfi eld, CO
Helen Dupree, Boulder, CO
Amie and Benji Durden, Boulder, CO
Janis Durr, Asheville, NC
Suann Dusseau, Fishers, IN
Michael Dwyer, Estes Park, CO
Dawn Dwyer, Bremerton, WA
AusƟ n Dyche, Milliken, CO
Gregg and Evelyn Dye, Broomfi eld, CO
Tracey Dyer, Longmont, CO
Nicholas Dykstra, Englewood, CO
Rick Dziadzio, Wixom, MI
Kelli Eagle, Castle Rock, CO
Marjorie Eagle, Overland Park, KS
Molly Easley, Hutchinson, KS
Joan Eaton, Milliken, CO
Josefa Eck, Monument, CO
Jeremy Edwards, Monument, CO
Olivia Edwards, Louisville, CO
David Edwards, Fort Collins, CO
Peggy Edwards, Berthoud, CO
Mike and Donna Egan, Estes Park, CO
Patricia Ehline, Castle Rock, CO
Robert and Pamela Eichelberger, Boulder, CO
Misty Eisenbraun, Penrose, CO
Marsha Eitelbach, LafayeƩ e, CO
Leeland Ekstrom, Boulder, CO
Barbara Ellis, Denver, CO
Margaret Ellis, Westminster, CO
Ethan Elterich, Superior, CO
Virginia Ely, Estes Park, CO
Laurent Empereur, Fort Collins, CO
Michael Engelking, Pueblo, CO
Julie and Paul Epp, Estes Park, CO
Terry and Becky Escamilla, LafayeƩ e, CO
Luz Espona, Louisville, CO
David Esquibel, LiƩ leton, CO
Beverly Estes, Emeryville, CA
Marilyn Evers, Eaton, CO
Tony and Beth Fabrizio, Broomfi eld, CO
Joshua Farnell, Denver, CO
Dante Fazio, Colorado Springs, CO
Ann and Steve Fedders, New Richmond, WI
Rich and Sheri Fedorchak, Estes Park, CO
Kerry Feinstein, Greeley, CO
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Julie Harris, Durango, CO
Ronald and Priscilla Harris, Estes Park, CO
Rachel Harrold, Greeley, CO
William and Nadia Harroun, Westminster, CO
Rudi Hartmann and Kathleen Newman, Denver, CO
David and Barbara HartneƩ , Estes Park, CO
Samantha Haselbush, Longmont, CO
Andrea Hauger, Estes Park, CO
James ScoƩ  Hauger, Louisville, CO
Andrew Haupert, Carbondale, CO
Robert and Colleen Haven, Louisville, CO
Chad Havens, Florence, CO
Carol and William Hayden, Estes Park, CO
Kate Hayes, Westminster, CO
Cheryl Hayman, Colorado Springs, CO
Jesse Healy, Lakewood, CO
Michael Heath, Brighton, CO
James and Carol Hecker, Cheyenne, WY
Frances Helner, Dearborn, MI
Roger Hemphill, Castle Rock, CO
Joan and Lou Henefeld, Golden, CO
Steve Henning, Fruita, CO
Tim Henson and Nancy Dale, Longmont, CO
Sharyce Herman, Windsor, CO
Luis Hernandez, Denver, CO
Emeterio Hernandez, Aurora, CO
Bryan Herrera, Denver, CO
Timothy and Julie Herrin, Boulder, CO
Glen and Barbara Herrington-Hall, Saint Paul, MN
Jacquelyn Hertel, Estes Park, CO
Richard and BeƩ y Herzfeldt, Moline, IL
MaƩ hew Herzog, Broomfi eld, CO
Joshua Hesse, Highlands Ranch, CO
Myles Hessling, Denver, CO
Arthur Hichens, Centennial, CO
Susan Hilberg and Robert Quintana, Lakewood, CO
Dwight and Lee Hill, Longmont, CO
Maxwell Hill, Fort Collins, CO
Caroline Himes, Boulder, CO
Joseph Hinton, Peyton, CO
Catherine Hixson-Whiteneck, Golden, CO
Thomas Hochstetler, Estes Park, CO
Natalie Hoel, Brighton, CO
Sheila Hoelscher, Denver, CO
ScoƩ  Hoff man, Westminster, CO
Eric Hoff man, SƟ llwater, MN
Greg Hohm, Parker, CO
Eric Holguin Sanchez, Federal Heights, CO
Liz Holliday, LiƩ leton, CO
Thomas Holm, Elizabeth, CO
Penney Holman, Sedro-Woolley, WA
Angela Holmes, Windsor, CO
Timothy Holmes, Delta, CO
Phyllis A. Holst, Longmont, CO
Trevor Holt, Colorado Springs, CO
Larry Homberger, Aurora, CO
Ann Hopper, Denver, CO
Kate Horan, Lakewood, CO
Thomas and Kathryn Hornbein, Estes Park, CO
Tom Hosea, LiƩ leton, CO
Jason Hoselton, Arvada, CO
Rebecca Hosoda, Melbourne Beach, FL
Robert and Ellen Hostetler, Monument, CO
Pat and Charles Howarth, New Braunfels, TX
Brad Hrabik, Elizabeth, CO
Randy Huber, Bowling Green, OH
James Hueber, Arvada, CO
Joshua Huene, Parker, CO
Ron and Rhonda Hughes, Lees Summit, MO
Carol Hundley, Homer Glen, IL

Sean Giddings, Fort Collins, CO
Jane and Thomas Gidlewski, Laporte, CO
Hannah Gidley, Colorado Springs, CO
Ned Gilardino, Aurora, CO
Erika and MaƩ hew Gipson, Denver, CO
KrisƟ n Gjerdset, West Allis, WI
Katherine Gloria, Longmont, CO
Stephen and Diane Goddard, Estes Park, CO
Diane Godin, Decatur, IL
David Godlove, Fort Collins, CO
Sylvia and Marvin Godsey, Fort Collins, CO
Margaret Clark Golden, Brooklyn, NY
Patricia Goldstone, Denver, CO
Julian Gonzales, Chino, CA
Mioises and Adrian González, Denver, CO
Jesus Gonzalez-Nieto, Colorado Springs, CO
Diane Goodwin, Lakewood, CO
Lia Gore and Frank Haluska, Denver, CO
Dan and Kim Goris, Commerce City, CO
DusƟ n Gorton, LiƩ leton, CO
Michael Goss and Virginia McGowan, Boulder, CO
Rachele Gould, Commerce City, CO
BreƩ  Gourlay, Lakewood, CO
Donna Govan, Loveland, CO
Forest Graber, Albuquerque, NM
Ruth and John Grant, Ft Collins, CO
Morgan Grass, Thornton, CO
Bob and Shari Graves, Peyton, CO
Adam Gray, Castle Rock, CO
Judith Graziano, Poland, OH
Eddie Green, Atlanta, GA
Stephen and Dorothy Gregory, Denver, CO
Janet and Charles Greiner, Gaithersburg, MD
Amy Grengs, Englewood, CO
Rebecca Griffi  n, Loveland, CO
Jeff rey Grill, Windsor, CO
Richard and Kathy Groshong, Tallahassee, FL
Amy Groskopf, Davenport, IA
Lindy Grote, Bailey, CO
James Groth, Oakland, NE
Graham Grubbs, Denver, CO
Timothy and April Gruber, Oviedo, FL
Fran Gruchy, Buhl, ID
Keri Gusa, Frederick, CO
Paƫ   and Tom Gustafson, Golden, CO
Harold and Ilene Gutjahr, Denver, CO
Jeff rey Guy, Westminister, CO
Megan Guy, Denver, CO
Damacio Barragan Guzman, Denver, CO
Kyle Hagan, Denver, CO
Shawn Hagenah, AusƟ n, TX
Connor Hahn, Lakewood, CO
Brandon Hale, Northglenn, CO
Kimberly Hall, Sedalia, CO
Shelley and Gregory Hall, Vail, CO
Irma and E.M. Hall, Jacksonville, FL
Mason Hall, Arvada, CO
Charles Hallden, Lake Park, FL
Kyle Halvorson, LafayeƩ e, CO
Adam Hamblin, Cedar Rapids, IA
Sarah Hambrick, Round Rock, TX
Craig Hannaford, Loveland, CO
Laurie Hanson, Highlands Ranch, CO
Deborah Hanus, Carrollton, TX
Catherine Happa, St Louis, MO
Mary Harbitz and Dennis Haywood, Johnstown, CO
Kathleen Hardy, Fort Collins, CO
Alex HarleƩ , Brownsburg, IN
Sarah H. Harper, Tyler, TX
Susan and Todd Harrington, Thorton, CO

Polly Feis, Lincoln, NE
Linshou Feng, LiƩ leton, CO
Mary Lou Fenili & Karen F. Hansen, Denver, CO
Benjamin Fernandez, Broomfi eld, CO
Andy Fiedler, Arvada, CO
Javier Fierro, Denver, CO
Shandra Findley, Montrose, CO
Cindy and Jim Fine, Fort Collins, CO
Shanna Fineberg, Boulder, CO
Reagan Fischer, Erie, CO
Steven M. Fishburn, AusƟ n, TX
Laura Fishburn, Highland, UT
Faith Fishman, Fremont, MI
Bonnie and Trevor Fitzgerald, Omaha, NE
Stephanie T. Fitzwilliam, Westminster, CO
Daryl Fletcher, Boulder, CO
Daniel and Tara Flynn, Chatham, NJ
Kayla Fochtman, Arvada, CO
Ron Fogel, Denver, CO
Barbara Fonda, Englewood, CO
Wilynn Formeller, Berthoud, CO
Donald Forrest, Loveland, CO
Lowell and Jane Fortune, LiƩ leton, CO
Stephen Foster, Garland, TX
William Foureman, Napa, CA
Patricia Fox and John Shearer, Johnstown, CO
Peggy Foxworthy, Danville, IN
Robert Frame
Richard and Kathy Francis, Carroll, IA
Jason Francis, Sewell, NJ
Anthony Franklin, Pueblo, CO
Kevin Frazier, LiƩ leton, CO
Amanda Frazzini, Highlands Ranch, CO
Kelly and Christopher Freisinger, 
  Colorado Springs, CO
Arthur and Marsha French, Estes Park, CO
Natashia Frias, Greeley, CO
Deborah Friedman, Denver, CO
Lyndsay Friedman, Denver, CO
Richard Friesen, Aurora, CO
Eric Froehlich, Severn, MD
Howard and Dana Fry, Grand Lake, CO
Kasey Furlong, Snowmass Village, CO
Darin and Allison Gachne, Longmont, CO
Kim Gahring, Aurora, CO
H. Veronika Gaia, Lyons, CO
Anthony Galassini, Westminster, CO
Devin Gallegos, Rocky Ford, CO
Kellie Gallegos, Castle Rock, CO
Alice Galvani, Castle Rock, CO
Ken Gamauf, Boulder, CO
Xochilt and Edgar Garcia, Thornton, CO
Terry and Donna Gardiner, Cypress, TX
Gloria Gardiner, Portland, OR
AnneƩ e Garner, Lakewood, CO
Eleise GarreƩ , Grosse Pointe, MI
Ernest and Elizabeth Garrick, Golden, CO
Kay Garrison, Gainesville, FL
Samantha Gary, Denver, CO
Rebecka and Richard Gaskill, PlaƩ e City, MO
Jason Gates, Denver, CO
Maryann Gaug, Silverthorne, CO
Robert and Jocelyn Gebhardt, Broomfi eld, CO
Amanda Geegan, Colorado Springs, CO
Paul Geiger, Highlands Ranch, CO
Ian George, Centennial, CO
Tavio George, Eaton, CO
Samantha Ghiandoni, Boulder, CO
Lynn Giammo, Canon City, CO
Alex and Deborah Gibson, Estes Park, CO
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Chelsey Hunninghake, Aurora, CO
Patrick Hutchins, Winter Park, CO
Tammy Hutchinson, Lochbuie, CO
Daniel and Mary Hymans, Loveland, CO
Jessica and Thomas Inglefi eld, Longmont, CO
Sally Irmiger, Boulder, CO
James Irvine, Estes Park, CO
Guillermo Perez Iturbe, Louisville, CO
Daniel Jacob, Castle Rock, CO
Rick and Julie Jacobs, Fort Worth, TX
Jill Jakowich and Janis Lutrick, Denver, CO
Nichola James, Lyons, CO
Ashleigh Jamison, Highlands Ranch, CO
Michael and Eileen Jarboe, Penfi eld, IL
James and Tamara Jarolimek, Estes Park, CO
MaƩ hew Jaroslawsky, Castle Rock, CO
Daniel JeaneƩ e, Westminster, CO
Brian Jedinak, LafayeƩ e Hill, PA
Beth Jenkins, Mentor, OH
William Jennings, Louisville, CO
Julian Jimenez, Denver, CO
Robert Johnson, Fort Collins, CO
Pamela Johnson, Westminster, CO
Steven and Jenifer Johnson, Fort Collins, CO
Carol and Robert Johnson, Janesville, WI
Steve Johnson, Castana, IA
Andrea Johnson, Denver, CO
James Johnson, Loveland, CO
Jalmer Johnson, Annandale, VA
Richard K. Johnson, Kenosha, WI
Jeremy Johnson, Longmont, CO
Thomas and Joy Johnston, Greeley, CO
Johannes Jolly
Lynne and Richard Jones, Aurora, CO
EvereƩ e and Mary Lu Jones, Golden, CO
Douglas and Erin Jones, Denver, CO
Stephen Jones, Divide, CO
Kelsey Jones, Thornton, CO
Anna Jones, Erie, CO
Donna Jordan and Brian K. Lindley, Estes Park, CO
Dennis and Sara Joseph, Boulder, CO
Dawn Kaback, Grand Lake, CO
Teresa Kabat and Jenny Hawkins, Lyndhurst, OH
John Kacillas, Wellington, CO
Walt and Nancy Kaesler, Wilsonville, OR
Deni Kaiser, Estes Park, CO
James Kaiser, Kalispell, MT
Jennifer Kalbron, Monument, CO
Julian Kalfus, Castle Rock, CO
Autumn Kamm, Greeley, CO
Kim Kanas, Longmont, CO
Nancy Kappler-Foster and Ken Foster,  
  Poughkeepsie, NY
Bill and Joyce Kastler, Springfi eld, MO
James and Darlene Kaufman, Brownsville, IN
JusƟ n Kaufman, Centennial, CO
Jordan Kearbey, Arvada, CO
Mike KeaƟ ng, Highlands Ranch, CO
Kathleen and Norman Keck, Fort Collins, CO
Andrea Keleher, Denver, CO
Ryan Kelley, Broomfi eld, CO
Nathan Kelley, Peyton, CO
Richard Kelly, Boulder, CO
Ted Kelly, Granby, CO
Kevin Kemper, Westminster, CO
KhrisƟ e Kendall, Loveland, CO
Robert L. Kendig, Denver, CO

Sandy Leis, Kenton, OH
Robin Leith, Boulder, CO
Christopher Lenhart, Loveland, CO
AusƟ n Leopold, Thornton, CO
Michael H. Levy, Broomfi eld, CO
Michael Lewis, Brighton, CO
Carrie Lhotka, Castle Rock, CO
Benjamin and Gabriela Limon, Peyton, CO
Charles Lind, Golden, CO
David Lindburg, Greeley, CO
Harold Lingle, Iron StaƟ on, NC
Jose Luis Lira Zamarron, Fort Lupton, CO
Braeden Liska, Longmont, CO
Caleb Lloyd, Durnago, CO
Kelly Lloyd, Golden, CO
ScoƩ  Lockhart, Frederick, CO
Jeff rey Lodewick, Mahwah, NJ
Robert Logsdon, Broomfi eld, CO
Zachariah Logsdon, Springfi eld, IL
Karl Long, Houston, TX
Alan Long, Puyallup, WA
Sherry Long, Grove City, OH
William Lonnberg, Bloomington, IN
Jesse Lopez, Greeley, CO
Robert Lopez, Greeley, CO
Orlando Lorang, Denver, CO
Eric J. Lorenzo, Highlands Ranch, CO
Jim and Barbara Louk, Lutz, FL
Gail and Robert Loveman, Boulder, CO
Lindsey Loyed, Timnath, CO
Nicholas Luciani, Denver, CO
Gisela Luna-Gonzalez, Denver, CO
ScoƩ  Lunt, Denver, CO
John Lupori, Steamboat Springs, CO
Vicki Lutrick, Tucson, AZ
Anthony LuƩ erman, Colorado Springs, CO
Jonathan Ly Payia, Firestone, CO
Liliana Lyall, Thorton, CO
Skylar Lyon, Denver, CO
David Lyon, West Des Moines, IA
Marcia and Charles Mabry, Windsor, CO
Tom and Barb Macgillivray, Windsor, CO
Daniel Macias, Edwards, CO
Nancy Macky, Loveland, CO
Ross MacLean, Highlands Ranch, CO
Ellen Macleay, Westminster, CO
ScoƩ  and Vicki MacLeod, Red Feather Lakes, CO
Rebecca MacNeil, Arvada, CO
Edith Madera, Arvada, CO
John Madison, Bailey, CO
Madelyn Madsen, Batavia, IL
Monica Magana, New Castle, CO
Stephanie Mager, Severance, CO
Ashley Mahdal, Winter Park, CO
Calvin Maher, Tacoma, WA
Richard Maki, Grand Lake, CO
Joseph Malashock, Englewood, CO
Julie Malcom, Omaha, NE
Enedina Maldonado, Longmont, CO
Griff  and Vickie Malleck, McCook, NE
Larry Malone, Des Moines, IA
Alan and Marilyn Malone, Metairie, LA
Glenn Malpiede, Estes Park, CO
Michael and Carolyn Managan, Houston, TX
Sheryl Mann, Colorado Springs, CO
Sevy Manning, Louisville, KY
Anita and Jim Mapes, AusƟ n, TX

Andree C. Kienitz, Greeley, CO
Larry and Janet Kilgore, Estes Park, CO
Heidi Killion, Colorado Springs, CO
Rebecca Kindred, Ridgway, CO
Kathy King, Erie, CO
Gayle King, Golden, CO
James King, Fort Collins, CO
Kelli Kingsbury, Denver, CO
Steven Kinzly, Aurora, CO
Robert Kiriakos, Denver, CO
Deborah Kirk, Loveland, CO
Hilary Kirwan, Englewood, CO
Kirk and Darlene Klancke, Fraser, CO
Patricia Klein, Estes Park, CO
Deanna and Noel Klein, Overland Park, KS
Jennifer Klemp, Appleton, WI
Mary Lou and Roger Klinkhammer, Shoreview, MN
Kevin Klotz, Thornton, CO
Eric and Karin Knapp, Louisville, CO
Todd Knapp, Henderson, CO
David Kneisl, Arvada, CO
Corine Knudsen, Estes Park, CO
Kurt and Lisa Knutson, Vernon Hills, IL
Larry Koehler, Castle Rock, CO
Jong Rak Koh, Boulder, CO
Craig Kohl, Westminster, CO
John Kolb, Jeff erson City, MO
ChrisƟ na and Benjamin KraŌ , Estes Park, CO
Conner Krenzer, LiƩ leton, CO
Charles and Laurel Krider, Lawrence, KS
Patricia L. Kroesen, Windsor, CO
Carl Kronberg and Frances Feinerman, Loveland, CO
Eugene and Cynthia Krueger, Katy, TX
Kurt and Kay Krueger, Castle Rock, CO
John and Marlene Krueger, Estes Park, CO
Martha Kruse and John Walker, Laconia, NH
Warren and BeƩ y Kuehner, Denver, CO
Nina and ScoƩ  Kunze, Fort Collins, CO
Sheila Kurtz, Estes Park, CO
Tina Kurtz, Estes Park, CO
Mafwa Kuvibidila, Colorado Springs, CO
Paul Laconto, Highlands Ranch, CO
Aimee LaFerriere, Denver, CO
ScoƩ  LaFleur, Broomfi eld, CO
Ryan Lagan, Westminster, CO
Miguel Lagunas, Fort Lupton, CO
Emma Lai, Parker, CO
Kimberly Lalezari, Boulder, CO
Nicole LamberƟ , Denver, CO
JusƟ n Lamorte, Denver, CO
William and Elinore Lamson, West Caldwell, NJ
Angela Lange, Harmony, MN
Steven and Mary Ann Langer, Boulder, CO
Samuel Larsen, Arvada, CO
Barbara Larson, Broomfi eld, CO
Michelle Lavallee, Mead, CO
Chad Lawrence, Plainwell, MI
Clarisse Lawrence, Longmont, CO
Larry and Teresa Lay, AusƟ n, TX
Tien Le, Broomfi eld, CO
Jacob Leaff er, Denver, CO
Karen LeCuyer, LafayeƩ e, CO
Brandon Lee, Greenville, SC
Kenneth Lee, Iowa Park, TX
DusƟ n Leidholm, Boulder, CO
Anna and Tom Leigh, Estes Park, CO
Deborah Ann Leili, Estes Park, CO
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Maureen Markov, Denver, CO
Sean Marlow, Superior, CO
Juan Mármolejo, Gunnison, CO
Janet Marshall, Corinth, TX
KrisƟ n MarƟ n, Frederick, CO
Rob MarƟ n, Longmont, CO
Ron MarƟ n, Springfi eld, MO
Cynthia MarƟ n, Thornton, CO
Rodolfo MarƟ nez, Borger, TX
Timothy and Allie MarƟ nez, Wellington, CO
Efren MarƟ nez, Fountain, CO
Rodolfo MarƟ nez, Westminster, CO
Mr. and Mrs. M.A. Mason, Fort Collins, CO
Donald Mason, Fort Collins, CO
Tim MasƟ c, Brighton, CO
Stephen Mathews, Frederick, CO
Christopher Mathies, Longmont, CO
Christopher Matney, Lyons, CO
Susan Matson, Highlands Ranch, CO
Edward MaƩ hews, LiƩ leton, CO
Judy MaƩ hews, Fort Collins, CO
MaƩ  Maxfi eld, Longmont, CO
Martha L. Maxwell, Boulder, CO
Angelena Mays, Big Springs, NE
Andrew Mazzoni, Boulder, CO
Dorothy McAdams, Frederick, MD
JusƟ n McBryde, McLean, VA
Clint and Sarah McCann, Saint Louis, MO
Samantha McCarthy, Denver, CO
Andrew and Sarah McCartney, Thornton, CO
Keri McCloskey, Lakewood, CO
Tyler McCourt, Englewood, CO
Kyrie McCullough, Helena, MT
Robert McDuff , Los Angeles, CA
Ashley Mcfarland, Denver, CO
Carole and David McFarland, Cedar Rapids, IA
Dawn McGill, Windsor, CO
Ken McGourty, Ashland, MA
Graig and Janet McHendrie, Palo Alto, CA
Chelsea McKenna, Idaho Springs, CO
Marc McKenzie, Windsor, CO
Donna McMillan and Steve Bayne, Northfi eld, MN
William and Marilyn McQueen, Longmont, CO
Rosemary McQuiggan, Denver, CO
Donald Mcreavy, LiƩ leton, CO
Michael McTavish, Castle Rock, CO
Michael Meacher, Golden, CO
Jerry and Vicki Mease, Winterset, IA
Alejandro Medel, Commerce City, CO
Faith Medinger, Arvada, CO
Paula and Frank Megorden, Colorado Springs, CO
Richard Meister, Brighton, CO
Steven and Michelle Melton, Castle Rock, CO
Smita Merchant, Denver, CO
Raymond and Linda Metzler, Greeley, CO
William and Lynn Meyerchak, Highlands Ranch, CO
Dan and KrisƟ  Michener, AusƟ n, TX
Rhonda Mickelson, Estes Park, CO
Elizabeth Middleton and Roger Reese, Monument, CO
Debra Mierzwa, Parker, CO
John Mihlbachler, Monument, CO
Lernik Hakoupian Milagerdi, Bailey, CO
David Miley, Edmond, OK
Charles Miliƫ  , Denver, CO
Suzanne and Alan Miller, Fort Collins, CO
Craig Miller, Peyton, CO
Mary and Charles Miller, Landenberg, PA

Gregory Miller, Longmont, CO
Guy Miller, High Rolls Mountain Park, NM
Michael and Barbara Miller, Wichita, KS
Tyler Miller, Colorado Springs, CO
Penny and Terrell Miller, College StaƟ on, TX
ChrisƟ an Miller, Denver, CO
Gary Milne, Louisville, CO
Bryan Milner, LiƩ leton, CO
Raza and Patricia Minhas, Lakewood, CO
Jamie Mink, Henderson, CO
Joshua Mitchell, Loveland, CO
Anita Moeller and Mark Cullen, Dunstable, MA
Daniel Moff , Parker, CO
Philip and Susan Moldenhauer, Tulsa, OK
Amanda Moll, Smyrna, GA
Jeremy Mollison, Denver, CO
Fontey Monroy, Colorado Springs, CO
Edward Montez, LiƩ leton, CO
Juli Montgomery, Denver, CO
Kevin Montoya, Frederick, CO
Keith Moran, Denver, CO
Randy and Nancy Morgan, Fort Collins, CO
YveƩ e Morrill, Walpole, MA
Gerrit Morris, Thornton, CO
Herbert Morris, Jr., Traverse City, MI
Liz Morrison, Canyon Lake, TX
OƟ s and Terri Morrow, Arkansas City, KS
Blake Mueller; In memory of Dr. Roberta 
“Bobbie” M. DeFiore 
Cathy Murayama, Denver, CO
Marilyn Murphy and Robert Medlock, Fort Collins, CO
Mary Murphy, Estes Park, CO
Maia Murphy, Brooklyn, NY
Judianna Murray, Superior, CO
Chad Murray, Castle Pines, CO
Thomas Mydler, Boulder, CO
Brian Myer, Woodbury, MN
Thomas Myer, Boulder, CO
James MyƩ on, Broomfi eld, CO
Nancy and Chuck Naeser, Sun City, AZ
Cameron Naish, Lakewood, CO
Terry and Catherine Nance, Overland Park, KS
Kathleen Narber, Longmont, CO
Sydni Nasada, Longmont, CO
Mike Nassimbene, Estes Park, CO
Stephanie NasƟ ck, Longmont, CO
Margaret NaƟ on, Waterford, ME
John and Phoebe Naughton, Omaha, NE
Stacy Neel, Grand JuncƟ on, CO
Tara Nelms, LiƩ leton, CO
Christopher Nelsen, Pagosa Springs, CO
Tanoi Nelson, Brighton, CO
Richard and Carol Nelson, Oxford, PA
Michael and Realiza Nelson, Windsor, CO
James C. and Judith A. Nelson, Bethesda, MD
Leslie and Mary Ann NesbiƩ , LafayeƩ e, CO
Susan NeƩ leton, Reading, KS
Becky Neumann, Louisville, CO
Russell Newbry, Castle Rock, CO
Rebecca Newell-Orwig, Denver, CO
Michele Newhard, Windsor, CO
Doug Newton, Northborough, MA
Karl Nielsen, Colorado Springs, CO
Jeremy Nielsen, Golden, NY
Lynne Niemeyer, Loveland, CO
Les and Susan Noe, Boulder, CO
Cris Noller, Evergreen, CO

Eric Norris, Englewood, CO
Amanda North, Colorado Springs, CO
Gordon and Susan Novak, West Lake Hills, TX
Steve Oberheu, Lincoln, NE
Jeremy Obermeier, Boulder, CO
Tess O’Connor, Roseville, MN
Canton and Ann O’Donnell, Denver, CO
Pamela O’Hara-PoƩ s, Aurora, CO
JeaneƩ e O’Hare, Wellington, CO
Robert and Earlene O’Keefe, Loveland, CO
Jacqueline Okkonen, Colorado Springs, CO
Jacqueline Oldham, Estes Park, CO
Mike Oline, Estes Park, CO
José Olivas, Longmont, CO
Darryl Oliver, Monument, CO
Laurie Oliver, Estes Park, CO
Daniel and Nikki Olsen, Papillion, NE
Amelia Olsen, Denver, CO
Madison and Jonathan O’Neill, Golden, CO
Pablo Orona, Thornton, CO
Victor Orona, Thornton, CO
Dr. Edmund N. Orsini, Jr. and Dr. ChrisƟ ne C. 
Robinson, LiƩ leton, CO
Frank Orto, Lombard, IL
Nadin Ospino, Denver, CO
Nuri Ozkan, Denver, CO
Katherine Keeley Pappas, Denver, CO
Jimmy Pardue, Gainesville, GA
Zoe Parham, Columbia, MO
Margaret Park, Denver, CO
Robyn Parker, Colorado Springs, CO
Ashley Parker, Aspen, CO
Michael Parker, Firestone, CO
Janet Parker, Bay City, MI
Michael and Maureen Parks, Dallas, TX
Kelly Parsons, Longmont, CO
Kent and Dawn Paschal, Fort Collins, CO
Meredith Kay and Paul Passmore, Boulder, CO
Don and Victoria Pawl, Castle Rock, CO
Bill and Lisa Payden, Estes Park, CO
Jeri Peirce, Grand Lake, CO
Richard Pennebaker, Spartanburg, SC
Aaron Perado, Colorado Springs, CO
Jailine and Jahziel Perez, Greeley, CO
Zoe PerfeƩ o, Colorado Springs, CO
Jenny Perich, Woodland Park, CO
Dale Perkins, LiƩ leton, CO
Caleb and Heather Persick, Colorado Springs, CO
Janice and Mark Peterson, Minneapolis, MN
KrisƟ na Peterson, Many, LA
Sharon Peterson, Steamboat Springs, CO
Gary Peterson, Golden, CO
Lauren Petrie, LiƩ leton, CO
Michael Phifer, Houston, TX
Robert PickeƩ , Fort Collins, CO
Sage Pierce, Fort Collins, CO
Jessica and Michael PignaƟ ello, Troy, OH
Rhonda Pippin, Fleming Island, FL
Kerry PiƩ enger, Fort Collins, CO
Anne PiƩ s, Parker, CO
Natalie Plaszewski, Severance, CO
Jamie Pledger, Arvada, CO
Hannah Pollard, Castle Rock, CO
Douglas and Ellen Porter, Lakewood, CO
Marguerite Porter, Berthoud, CO
Josephine Porter, Boulder, CO
Paul and Joan Poston, Lakewood, CO

To make a giŌ  to support Rocky Mountain NaƟ onal Park, visit RMConservancy.org, or call 970-586-0108
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Anthony Romero, Lakewood, CO
Owen Rooney, Colorado Springs, CO
Allen Rosen, Parker, CO
Ann Ross, Highlands Ranch, CO
Rebecca Ross, Aurora, CO
Marge Ross, Aurora, CO
William and Margaret Rowe, Saint Louis, MO
Daviana Rowe, Grand Lake, CO
Arslan and Hannah Rozyyev, Lakewood, CO
Dennis Rubba, Evans, CO
Xan Rubey, Boulder, CO
Tony Ruckel, Denver, CO
Melvin and Leonora Rueppel, Estes Park, CO
Karen Ruiz, Englewood, CO
Clint Rupp, Aurora, CO
Nicholas Rusho, Loveland, CO
Dave Rusk, Estes Park, CO
Joan Russell and Chuck McElwain, Boulder, CO
Tom Rutherford, Denver, CO
Patrick and Debbie Ryan, Longmont, CO
Timothy Ryan, Englewood, CO
Andrea Saldana, Commerce City, CO
Richard Salverson, Monument, CO
Bracilia Sanchez, Colorado Springs, CO
Richard and Karen Sandberg, Omaha, NE
Robert and Karen Sanders, Houston, TX
Elmer Sandoval, Brighton, CO
Patrick Sandoval, Englewood, CO
Laura Sandstedt, Columbia, MO
Clayton and Patricia Sandt, Frederick, CO
Erik Santos, Aurora, CO
LyneƩ e Sapp, Estes Park, CO
Nicole Sardo, Parker, CO
Michael SaƩ ler, Loveland, CO
Kyle Saucedo, Bailey, CO
Carissa Saucier, Carbondale, CO
Kathleen Sawada, Arvada, CO
Alan Schafer, Apple Valley, MN
Andrew ScharloƩ , Aurora, CO
Brandon Schatsiek, Broomfi eld, CO
Lauren Schechtman, Chicago, IL
Carlen Schenk, New Berlin, WI
Sian R. Schilhab, AusƟ n, TX
Janet Schlindwein, Estes Park, CO
Keith Schmelzer, Arvada, CO
Derek Schmidt, Omaha, NE
Ron Schmidt, Lincoln, NE
Constance Schmidt, St Louis, MO
Jana Schmidt, Grand Lake, CO
Rudolf and Caroline Schmiedt, Loveland, CO
Nancy and John Schneider, Glenwood Springs, CO
Carol and James Schneider, Rolling Meadows, IL
Richard Schoonover, Olathe, KS
Corey Schreiber, Parker, CO
Ellen Schroeder, Estes Park, CO
Neal Schultz, Berthoud, CO
Deb Schuman, Lincoln, NE
DeLonna SchuƩ , Denver, CO
Viloya Schweiker, Los Alamos, NM
Sloan Emery Schwindt, Boulder, CO
Keith Scoggins, Aurora, CO
Bonnell and Ryan Seals, Estes Park, CO
Tylind Searle, Montrose, CO
Jo Seavy, Aurora, CO
Jeff  Sebeckis, Denver, CO
Barbara Sebek, Fort Collins, CO
John Seeck, BeƩ endorf, IA
Janet Seeley and John Bartholow, Fort Collins, CO
David and Jenny Seely, Marine on Saint Croix, MN
William and Becky Selby, Milliken, CO

Raymond and Nancy Sellers, Sevierville, TN
Mike and Julie Sellner, Divide, CO
Mark and Kathryn Semerad, Estes Park, CO
Megan Serna, Colorado Springs, CO
Carolina Sanchez Serrano, Aurora, CO
Emika Severson, Colorado Springs, CO
Jared Shamburger, Johnstown, CO
Denise Shank, Estes Park, CO
Arthur Shanklin, Aurora, CO
Nancy L. Shaw, Columbus, OH
Zach Shaw, Centennial, CO
Mary Sheets, Thornton, CO
Jessica Sheil, Fort Collins, CO
Nathan Shelley, Broomfi eld, CO
Jan Shellhammer, Denver, CO
Richard and Ellen Shelton, Roseville, MN
Sharon Shepela, Bolton, MA
Caryl Shields, Louisville, CO
Melissa Shiffl  eƩ e, Charleston, SC
Pam Shindeldecker, AusƟ n, TX
David and Amanda Shirbroun, Spencer, IA
John and Barbara Shirley, Taylorsville, KY
MaƩ hew Shoemaker, Denver, CO
GarreƩ  Shrouder, Fort Drum, NY
Heidi Shuler, Boulder, CO
Mark and ChrisƟ ne Shulman, Centennial, CO
Chen Sia, Colorado Springs, CO
Steven and Anna Siegel, Denver, CO
Andrew Siegwalt, Denver, CO
Deborah Sikiyan, Highlands Ranch, CO
Jesse and Brianna Silver, Broomfi eld, CO
Marcus Simmon, Castle Rock, CO
Caleb Skelton, Fountain, CO
Timothy SkoƩ egaard, Cripple Creek, CO
Terry Slade, Louisville, CO
Ty Slankard, Brighton, CO
Laura Slater, Golden, CO
Charles and Barb Slicker, Estes Park, CO
Sally Smeeding, Berthoud, CO
Jim Smetana, Louisville, CO
Don Smith, Denver, CO
Elly Smith, Centennial, CO
Stuart and Elizabeth Smith, Waco, TX
Denise and Robert Smith, Sellersburg, IN
Frederick Key Smith, MacClenny, FL
Owen Smith, West Olive, MI
Lauren and MaƩ hew Smith, Ault, CO
Brendan Smith, Denver, CO
Bonnie Smith, Black Hawk, CO
Leah Sneed, Denver, CO
Carolyn Snow, Arvada, CO
Amy Soberanis, Denver, CO
Mercedes Solis, El Jebel, CO
Wendy Sollod, Estes Park, CO
Ricardo Solorio, Denver, CO
Julie Sommer, Parker, CO
Robbie Sonniksen, Salinas, CA
Barbara Sorcic, Sheboygan, WI
Pilar Soto, Pueblo, CO
Paul Spann, Englewood, CO
James and Karen Spano, Drexel Hill, PA
ChrisƟ ne Spath, Castle Pines, CO
Andy Speedlin, Estes Park, CO
David Spencer, Red Feather Lakes, CO
Evan Spencer, Denver, CO
Kent Spies, Fort Collins, CO
Kyla Spiker, Colorado Springs, CO
Marielle Spinks and Nickolas Spinks, Golden, CO
Leonard Spomer, Aurora, CO
Harold Sponsler, Greeley, CO

John Poulsen, Boulder, CO
Jennifer Powell, Broomfi eld, CO
Thomas and Mary Powers, Loveland, CO
The Poyd Family, Westminster, CO
Mark and Ellen Prechtl, Colorado Springs, CO
Stephanie Preo, LafayeƩ e, CO
Ida Price, Chesterfi eld, VA
Pamela Primdahl, Westminister, CO
Sarah Prusha, Westby, WI
MarƟ  Puff , West Des Moines, IA
Jan Pylar, HasleƩ , MI
Jodi Pylar, Shelby Twp, MI
Regina M. Qualls, Dubuque, IA
Terry and Jean Quinn, Colorado Springs, CO
Dawn Quon, Loveland, CO
Anne Radford, ScoƩ sbluff , NE
Jacob Rahme, Fort Collins, CO
Leesa Railsback, Loveland, CO
Jason Rainey, Fort Collins, CO
Jerry and Ann Raisch, Boulder, CO
Heidi Ralyea, Boulder, CO
Francisco Ramirez- Robles, Denver, CO
Emily Rank, Denver, CO
ScoƩ  Ratchford, Loveland, CO
Kurt and Michelle Ratzlaff , Bel Aire, KS
Aaron Ravel, Colorado Springs, CO
Sherrill Rayford, Newburgh, IN
Amy Reams, Silver Spring, MD
Raymond Rears, Arvada, CO
Kaicee Reece, Colorado Springs, CO
Frank and Nancy Reilly, Phillipsburg, NJ
Nathan Reimink, Loveland, CO
Phillip and Margaret Reinaas, San Antonio, TX
Robert Renfro, Denver, CO
John Reschke, Ignacio, CO
Michael Ricci, Boulder, CO
ChrisƟ ne Rice, Eagle, CO
KaƟ e Rich, Boulder, CO
Alyce Richardson, AusƟ n, TX
Stephen and Carolyn Richardson, 
  Colorado Springs, CO
Brandon Richardson, Plano, TX
Michael Riegel, Highlands Ranch, CO
Hon. William Riley and Norma Riley, Omaha, NE
Brenna Riley, Novi, MI
Robert Rinker, Denver, CO
Jesús Manuel Rios Palma, Aurora, CO
Irene and Jennifer Rivas, Lyons, CO
Theresa A. Rizzo-Seim, Denver, CO
Leonard Roark, Wellington, CO
George Robb, Golden, CO
Dylan Roberts, Fort Collins, CO
Alex Roberts, Evergreen, CO
Adam Robertson, Arvada, CO
Norma Robinson, Colorado Springs, CO
Elizabeth Robischon, Denver, CO
Meghann Robison, Castle Pines, CO
José Sergio Robles, Aurora, CO
Gaspar Rodriguez, Gypsum, CO
Daniel Rodriguez, Denver, CO
Nahelly Rodriguez, Greeley, CO
Francisco Rodriguez, Denver, CO
Sara Rogers, Castle Rock, CO
Richard Rogers, Highlands Ranch, CO
Anne and Steve Rogers, Omaha, NE
Linda and David Rogers, Golden, CO
Jose Rojas, Colorado Springs, CO
Julian Rojas, LiƩ leton, CO
LyneƩ e Roll, Arvada, CO
CurƟ s Romero, Sr., Longmont, CO
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Carole K. TuƩ le, Fort Collins, CO
Danielle Tyler, Denver, CO
Deborah Tyler, Estes Park, CO
Richard and Roberta Uff ord, Silver Spring, MD
William and Pamela Uhlig, Lake Bluff , IL
Jason Ulrich, Parker, CO
Sayali Upasham, Arvada, CO
Sandra Utz, Longmont, CO
Jason Utz, Broomfi eld, CO
John and Kathy Vahle, Greenfi eld, IN
Dale ValenƟ ne, Atlanta, GA
Joan Van Horn, Glen Haven, CO
Barbara Van Horne, Denver, CO
Julia Van Steenberg, Fort Collins, CO
Patricia VanDevander, Denver, CO
Ellen and John VanDyk, LiƩ leton, CO
John Vanier, Salina, KS
Kelly VanWinkle, LiƩ leton, CO
Marc Veal, Colorado Springs, CO
Irma Velazquez, Aurora, CO
Terry and Anna Venard, Thornton, CO
Raymundo CasƟ llo Venegas, Lakewood, CO
Robert and Karen Venohr, Aurora, CO
Donald Verhaeghe and Jerilyn Jorgensen, 
Colorado Springs, CO
Nick Verrastro, LiƩ leton, CO
Dana and Connor Vestman, Colorado Springs, CO
Judy Veyera, Brighton, CO
Kellie Vielhauer, Colorado Springs, CO
Nichole Vogl, Milliken, CO
Joshua Vollmar, Broomfi eld, CO
Barbara Vriezelaar, Monroe, IA
Candace and Robert Waddell, Estes Park, CO
Mary Wade and Robert Anderson, 
  Washington Island, WI
Priscilla and Jeff  Wagener, Boulder, CO
Michael Wagner, Camdenton, MO
Dean and Kathy Waits, Colorado Springs, CO
Will and Lauren Waldrop, Dallas, TX
Ann Wall, Westminster, CO
Tyler Wall, Colorado Springs, CO
Susan Wallace, Greeley, CO
Elsie Wallace, Pagosa Springs, CO
Devin Waller, Colorado Springs, CO
Jim Ward, Estes Park, CO
Ashley Ward, Estes Park, CO
Thomas and Judy Ward, Denver, CO
Alexandria Ware, Louisville, CO
Russell Warnhoff , Monument, CO
Joe and Barb Wasung, Greeley, CO

Beth Waterman, Superior, CO
James and Pat Watkins, Erie, CO
Terry Watrous, Broomfi eld, CO
Victor WaƩ , Aurora, CO
Michael and Rebecca WaƩ s, Estes Park, CO
Andrew and Jenna Weaver, Hudson, CO
Elaine Wedding, Aurora, CO
Arthur Weise, Fort Collins, CO
Nicholas Weise, Highlands Ranch, CO
Hillary Weisman and Edward Scarvalone, 
  Brooklyn, NY
Laura Weiss, Elgin, IL
Cara and Eric Welch, Brighton, CO
Sarah Wells, Denver, CO
Ewing Werlein, Jr., Houston, TX
Jeff rey West, Lyons, CO
Pete and Bonnie West, Denver, CO
Jayson Westbrook, Superior, CO
Chuck and Sarah Westerheide, Edmond, OK
Kurt Westlund, LiƩ leton, CO
Dan Wethington, Greeley, CO
Wayne and Helen Wexell, Windsor, CO
Gary and Dawn Wexell, Sycamore, IL
Eric Wheatley, Greenwood Village, CO
Chris and Kelly Wheeler, Louisville, CO
Victor Wheeler, Ft Lupton, CO
Eric Whewell, Denver, CO
Charles White, Westminster, CO
Lynn White, Denver, CO
Emily Whitehouse and Joel Gunderson, Treynor, IA
Robert and Mary Whitman, Boulder, CO
Marilyn WhiƩ aker, Boulder, CO
Mary WhiƩ aker, Denver, CO
Melanie Whiƫ  ngton and Thomas Rogers, 
  Saint Louis, MO
Lucy Wibbenmeyer, Iowa City, IA
Bob and Carol Wiebe, Fort Collins, CO
Marcia and Paul Wiener, Loveland, CO
Samantha Wilber, Parker, CO
Reuben and Shirley Wilbur, Loveland, CO
Steven Wilkins, Denver, CO
Les Wilkum, LiƩ le Chute, WI
Martha Williams, Long Beach, WA
MaƩ hew Williams, Northglenn, CO
Teddy Williams, Northglenn, CO
Wesley Williamson, Kingwood, TX
David Willis, Longmont, CO
Alex Willoughby, Timnath, CO
MaƩ hew Wilson, Severance, CO
Denise Wilson, Laurel, MD
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Elsie and Robert Wilson, Fitchburg, WI
Joan Wince, Huntley, IL
Julie Winchell, Kelley, IA
Marian Wingo, West Jeff erson, NC
Roland Winter, Colorado Springs, CO
Sharon Woerth, Estes Park, CO
Diane Wolf, Estes Park, CO
Lynda Wolfenbarger, Corvallis, OR
Brian Wolski, Lakewood, CO
Jennifer and Charlie Wood, AusƟ n, TX
Joshua Worthington, Louisville, KY
Cody Wright, Grand JuncƟ on, CO
Robert Wright, Colorado Springs, CO
Karl Yambert, LafayeƩ e, CO
Rodney B. YanƟ s, Bunkie, LA
Cynthia Yeast, Estes Park, CO
Falene Young, Denver, CO
April Young, Franktown, CO
Andrew Young, Parker, CO
David A. Young, Mason, TX
Mark Yount, Watkinsville, GA
Kevin and Joanne Zagorda, Glen Haven, CO
John and Lynda Zanchuk, Monument, CO
Maria Zavala, Fort Collins, CO
Ray and Carolyn Zeisset, Lincoln, NE
Rodney and Andrea Zimmerman, Loveland, CO
Freddi ZiƩ er-Smith and ScoƩ  Smith, Golden, CO
John and Jeanne Zukowski, Estes Park, CO
Blackbaud Giving Fund, Charleston, SC
MicrosoŌ  Matching GiŌ s Program, Princeton, NJ
The Clorox Company, Oakland, CA
AmazonSmile FoundaƟ on, SeaƩ le, WA
Apple, Inc. 
Parks Project, LLC, Marina Del Rey, CA
Rocky Mountain Day Hikes, Estes Park, CO
Rotary Club of Estes Park, Estes Park, CO
SPARK 
Three Saints Revival, Denver, CO
Village ThriŌ  Shop, Estes Park, CO
Ball Dynamics InternaƟ onal, Inc., Denver, CO
Colorado FederaƟ on of Women’s Club 
Meredith Williams FoundaƟ on, Opelika, AL
New Belgium Brewing Co., Fort Collins, CO
Our Natural Heritage Publishing, LLC, Estes Park, CO

Ypsilon Mountain in early July, 
with rydbergia blooming in the 
foreground and a Never Summer 
Mountains view.Marlene Borneman
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Nature. Pass it on.

Memorial and Honor Gifts
Taylor Alley, Blacksburg, VA: In memory of Robert Bruce Duncan, Jr
Morgan Aubrey, Denver, CO: In honor of Jacob Sanford
Lynn Barnes, Oklahoma City, OK: In honor of Jay Randall Thomas
David Bender, Boulder, CO: In memory of Francis Bosch
David Berry, Highlands Ranch, CO: In honor of Chris Berry
L. Fern Blaue, Warrenton, MO: In memory of Robert Michael PritcheƩ 
Lynda Price Bohager, Hanover, PA: In honor of the Z.Q.P. Forestry OperaƟ ons Specialist
Curt Buchholtz, Estes Park, CO: In memory of Heidi Buchholtz
Marda Buchholz, East Palo Alto, CA: In honor of Curt Buchholtz
Clayton Burgess, Brooklyn, NY: In honor of Bill Burgess
Michael Butlien, Akron, OH: In memory of Julie Smith
EvereƩ  Carlson, Loveland, CO: In memory of Millie Carlson
Adam Coates, LiƩ leton, CO: In memory of Terry Coates
Stanley and Deborah Crader, Jackson, MO: In memory of Wes Hoff man
Patrick Desmond, Henderson, NV: In memory of Janet Desmond
Jon and Nancy DeƩ erline, Gilbertsville, PA: In memory of Jim DeƩ erline
Pamela Floto, Mount Morris, IL: In memory of Joe Appler
Debra Fox, Cambridge, MA: In memory of William Moeller
Larry Gamble, Estes Park, CO: In honor of Rich and Sheri Fedorchak
The B-Wing Girls, Frederick, CO: In memory of Diane Phillips
Angela Grumbach, Fort Stewart, GA: In memory of Luis “Bill” Pineda
James and Deborah Horst, Estes Park, CO: In memory of Robert and Helen Harling
Jessica Hupke, Onawa, IA: In memory of ChrisƟ ne Metzger
Marilyn Irwin and Steve Fry, Estes Park, CO: In memory of Ginger Wilkinson
Cindy Jacobson, Boulder, CO: In memory of Adam Gilbert
Leann and Russell Johnson, Abilene, KS: In memory of Darlene Fiedler
Nicholas Johnson, Denver, CO: In memory of Donald Caughey
Kathleen Koch, Davenport, IA: In memory of Ronald Koch
Christopher Levine, Carmel, NY: In honor of Chuck Levine
Joni and Alan LichƟ n, Mayfi eld Heights, OH: 
   In honor of your special birthday and your love of watching the elk and all other animals
Shirley Lindley, Fort Collins, CO: In memory of Megan Helzer
Kenneth and Linda Lorang, Fairfax, VA: In memory of Wes Hoff man
John and Elaine MarƟ n, Vero Beach, FL: In memory of Suzanne Trueblood
Heather Mayes, Lakewood, CO: In memory of Sharon Suzanne Altholz
Kurt Menning and Keiko McKibben, San Francisco, CA: In memory of Jean Menning
Elaine Mitera, Omaha, NE: In memory of Ernest A. Hellmer
William and Anita Ondr, Centennial, CO: In memory of Phil “Casey” MarƟ n
Jessica Ordaz, Long Beach, CA: In memory of her dog, Rocky
Suzanne Paschal, Colorado Springs, CO: In memory of Mike Paschal
Fearon Perry, Denver, CO: In memory of Julie Smith
Patrick Phelps, Carbondale, CO: In memory of Donald Phelps
Ginger Pisik, MarieƩ a, GA: In memory of Seth Goldstein
Penny PoƩ er, Mukilteo, WA: In honor of New Baby Byrnes
Jeff rey and Suzanne Reed, East Longmeadow, MA: In honor of Joanne Hirsch’s Birthday
Catherine Reischmann, Winter Park, FL: In memory of Frank and Catherine Dwyer, Alistair Leslie
Michael and Gewn Schroeder, Le Claire, IA: In honor of Ralph BenneƩ 
Jackie Schuler, Lisle, IL: In honor of Julie Bullock Earp
William and Carol Schuster, Centennial, CO: In memory of Joe Appler
Eldon Shields, Leawood, KS: In memory of Paul ClaƩ erbuck
Melissa Spurr, Summit, NJ: In memory of Katherine L. Padfi eld
Margaret Stockover, Fort Collins, CO: In honor of the Fire Fighters who saved your cabins
Laura Summers, South Lake Tahoe, CA: In honor of Addison Flynn’s Birthday
Kelsey Tonning, Fort Collins, CO: In memory of Patrick Fahey
Jan Tuckerman, Lincoln, NE: In memory of Tony Ray Walter
Mark and Jodi Voyles, Luther, OK: In memory of Jane Tormoehlen
Patricia Vrana, Summit, NJ: In memory of Katherine L. Padfi eld
Shanell and Chuck Westerheide, Edmond, OK: In honor of Chuck Westerheide
Darlene Williams, Irvine, PA: In memory of Mark GilƟ nan
Janet Winterrose, St. Louis, MO: In memory of BeƩ y and Wendell Benton
Heather WiƩ rock: In memory of ChrisƟ ne Metzger

ALL IN HONOR OF DEL HOPE
Mike and Julie Alexander, Loveland, CO
Marsha Black, Okarche, OK
Don and Karla Bowen, Oklahoma City, OK
Beverli Dyer, Terre Haute, IN
William Hope, Estes Park, CO
Linda Hope, Potomac, MD
Jack Hunter, Oklahoma City, OK
Irena and Bob Izard, Fort Collins, CO
Bernie Marinelli, Fort Collins, CO
Michael Mastel, Loveland, CO
John Pineda and Marilyn Moore-Pineda, Loveland, CO
Kathleen WaƩ s, Fort Collins, CO
Gerald Williams, Edmond, OK

ALL IN MEMORY OF DON SEEDLE
Vaughn Baker, Estes Park, CO
Karla Henderson, Estes Park, CO
Marilyn Irwin and Steve Fry, Estes Park, CO
Donald Irwin, Yucca Valley, CA
Mary L. Sandmann, Estes Park, CO
Tom Williams, Estes Park, CO

ALL IN MEMORY OF GARY EASTMAN
Rick and Jane Hays, Helena, MT
Nancy Jones, Newberg, OR
Simon and Ann Turner, Fort Collins, CO

ALL IN MEMORY OF MARTIN WIESEHAN
Janet Gehring, Peoria, IL
Claudia Gehring, PlaƩ e Center, NE
Kim and Rick Hansen, Omaha, NE
Janet and Ralph Noe, East Peoria, IL

ALL IN MEMORY OF SALLY SHEPHERD
Joel Gustafson, Lincoln, NE
Jason and Marissa KiveƩ , Lincoln, NE
Rich Nolte, Lincoln, NE
Amy Palmer, Lincoln, NE

ALL IN MEMORY OF DR. ROBERTA “BOBBIE” M. DEFIORE
Anheuser-Busch, St. Louis, MO 
Stacey Barfi eld-Harrington, Kirkwood, MO
Blake Mueller
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Connecting With Place
ConƟ nued from page 1

and grinning from ear to ear, eager to 
share stories of the days’ adventures.
AŌ er I graduated from college, I was 
ready to leave my liƩ le hometown 
but refused to apply for jobs 
anywhere without a mountain range 
nearby. Salt Lake City, Utah, is home 
now, and aŌ er living here for the last 
six years, going on dozens of camping 
and backpacking trips and hundreds 
of hikes, I’m confi dent that I’ve seen 
only a fracƟ on of what this state has 
to off er. 
And yet, there is no place like Rocky. 
I make a point to come back for a 
long week in the summer as oŌ en as I 
can, frequently dragging with me one 
of my friends who has no idea the 
sort of wild adventures they’re in for. 
AnyƟ me we come home for holidays, 
no maƩ er the depth of snow to 
trudge through, I make my pilgrimage 
to Mills Lake, peaceful and relaƟ vely 
unpopulated through the long winter 
months. 
This year, on a cold, snowy January 
day, not unlike the ones I spent at 
Mills Lake, my fi rst son was born. 
A grueling 40-hour labor and an 
emergency C-secƟ on leŌ  me in no 
state to immediately whisk him away 
on a desert adventure, a shock to no 
one but me. But at two and a half 
months, we packed up the car and 
went camping, and at four months, 
he completed his fi rst backpacking 
trip. A modest, three-day, two-night, 
20-mile trip in the desert with warm 
spring weather and plenty of water to 
drink and splash in.

Since he was born, we’ve all been 
eagerly awaiƟ ng his fi rst trip to Rocky, 
and I’ve been over and over in my 
mind which hikes to take him on fi rst 
and how he’ll tolerate the alƟ tude. 
Luckily, we got a good-natured baby, 
who, despite all odds, actually seems 
to enjoy backpacking, for the most 
part. He seems content to watch 
his environment change from the 
vantage point of a baby backpack 
for hours, interspersed with naps 
facilitated by the rhythmic movement 
of our feet up the trail. 
From the moment I found out I was 
pregnant, I spent hours trying to 
fi gure out how to give him the best 
chance of falling in love with a place 
the way I fell in love with Rocky. For 
me, it happened slowly, over many 
years, but before I knew it, the park 
had become the place I loved most in 
the world, the place to which I would 
always return.
At the same Ɵ me, I know it’s 
something that, as a parent, I don’t 
have much control over — something 
I shouldn’t try to control. I hope he’ll 
fi nd a place that feels like home no 
maƩ er how long he’s away and how 
his life changes, and I hope that place 
is Rocky. But if it’s not, that’s okay, 
too. And unƟ l he tells me that it isn’t 
what he wants, I’ll keep toƟ ng him 
around the mountains and poinƟ ng 
out the snow-covered peaks, the 
Ɵ mid wildlife hiding in the shadows, 
the colors of the wildfl owers, and the 
many moods painted across the sky. 

Madeline and Finley appreciaƟ ng 
the drama of Ouzel Falls.

Madeline and Finley hiking the Ouzel 
Lake Trail in the spring of  2022.
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People Who Plan to Make a 
Difference in Rocky

Park Puzzler Solution

The one thing all of our donors have in 
common is a love for Rocky Mountain 
NaƟ onal Park. Whether you are a 
long-Ɵ me or fi rst-Ɵ me donor, whether 
your contribuƟ ons are large or small, 
sporadic or annually scheduled, we 
extend a grateful and hearƞ elt “thank 
you!” The Rocky Mountain Conservancy 
would not be celebraƟ ng 91 years of 
service to the park — proud of the past 
and excited about the future — without 
each and every one of you.
Most of us have been involved in 
charitable giving long enough to 
know the phrase “planned giving.” 
TradiƟ onally, it is associated with some 
form of estate giŌ . But in truth, all 
of us who support nonprofi t causes 
are engaged in planned giving all 
the Ɵ me in terms of annual giŌ s, 
volunteer acƟ viƟ es, and advocacy. It is 
parƟ cularly rewarding when this spirit 
of stewardship is embraced by mulƟ ple 
generaƟ ons, especially as younger 
family members become engaged 
as donors and make giŌ s in honor 
of parents to support Conservancy 
programs.
This past year, the Sessel family made 
a mulƟ -year commitment to fund 
the Sessel Family Fellowship. Marcus 
Sessel, the patriarch of the family, 
has been a long-Ɵ me VIP, volunteer 
in the park, and he has been involved 
with Field InsƟ tute programs since 
1990. His son, Mark Sessel, and Mark’s 
siblings, Debbie and Maurice, have 
made this commitment fi rst and 

foremost to honor their father, but 
also to acknowledge Marcus’s deep 
commitment to this special place. 
The Conservancy board and staff  
are always ready to assist donors in 
craŌ ing giving strategies that ensure 
that your giŌ  will be invested in the 
Conservancy’s mission according 
to your philanthropic goals. Among 
the simplest ways is to name the 
Conservancy the benefi ciary of a CD, 
IRA, or insurance policy and designate 
the funds for “Best Use.” AddiƟ onally, 
while the age for Required Minimum 
DistribuƟ ons (RMDs) has been 
extended to 72, those turning 70 1/2 
this year may make Qualifi ed Charitable 
DistribuƟ ons from IRAs. As always, 
please consult your tax advisor for 
specifi cs. 
All of our donors make a diff erence. 
Together we have shared many 
successes over the years, from 
ConservaƟ on Corps trails crews and the 
Next GeneraƟ on Fund to criƟ cal land 
acquisiƟ ons and life-changing educaƟ on 
programs. Despite solid growth for the 
Conservancy during the last few years, 
the challenges facing Rocky Mountain 
NaƟ onal Park and its surrounding 
ecosystem have grown exponenƟ ally. 
Your contribuƟ ons, collecƟ vely and 
individually, are essenƟ al because the 
future of this park, indeed the future 
of the West, is in your hands. We need 
you now more than ever. 
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by Walt Borneman, 
Conservancy Board Member; 
Philanthropy Co-chair

Mark and Marcus Sessel. The whole 
Sessel family has commiƩ ed to a mulƟ - 
year giŌ  to fund the Sessel Family 
Fellowship to honor Marcus’s love for Rocky.
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Nature Notes

The joys of summer persist amidst the 
worst pandemic the modern world has 
seen to date. Elk have calved, bluebirds 
are fl edged, coƩ ontails are mulƟ plying and 
golden banner has come and gone • 
On the night of June 23, reƟ red RMNP Wildlife 
Biologist Gary Miller watched a single fi refl y 
“bioluminesce” its way east, just a hundred yards 
or so from the park, along the Big Thompson River. 
Firefl ies are naƟ ve to Colorado but normally at lower 
elevaƟ ons east of Rocky — typically found in riparian 
and wetland areas. Perhaps it hitchhiked into the park 
with campers that had arrived from the east, since it 
was spoƩ ed coming from the direcƟ on of the private 
campground near the park entrance? • Conservancy 
Member Rod Webb and his wife Sandra spoƩ ed 16 
juvenile pine siskens eaƟ ng seed off  their deck. At 
~8200 feet where they live, they might see a few 
every summer, but this was a veritable fl ock. There 
was some jostling amongst them, suggesƟ ng perhaps 
a less than fraternal harmony among the members • 
A coyote den with seven pups was spoƩ ed in late May 
in Carriage Hills in Estes Park. It wasn’t long before 
the achingly cute pups started exploring outside 
the den and soon were observed gallavanƟ ng in the 
meadow and rough housing with each other as they 
grew. Suddenly, in mid-June, they were gone — either 
moved by the mom or maybe ready to start hunƟ ng 
for real • Conservancy Director of AdministraƟ on 
Carolyn Carlson and her husband Kent also spoƩ ed 
a liƩ er of eight coyote pups at a den in Horseshoe 
Park in early June, and they watched them through 
binoculars as mom let them nurse surrounded by the 
glorious views of Horsehoe Park. Rumor has it that 

the coyote mom originally dug a den closer to the road 
but had to move it further into the meadow because 
of an aggressive moose that was stalking the area • 
Carolyn and Kent also witnessed the fi rst tentaƟ ve 
steps of a newborn elk calf in Moraine Park • RMNP 
Sign Maker Cory Johnson  was eaƟ ng lunch outside the 
park sign shop in mid-June when he saw movement 
on the back side of his truck Ɵ re. When he got down 
to inspect it, he found an enormous brown moth 
fl aƩ ened against it there — it was about 5”– 6” across. 
When he did a liƩ le research he idenƟ fi ed it as a black 
witch moth. While this may sound sinister, it is not 
normally seen in Rocky, but more commonly in tropical 
and subtropical forests. Its range includes southern 
Canada, and it is the largest moth in North America • 
RMNP visitor Karen Grieve observed what appeared to 
be salamander newts all over the boƩ om of Lily Lake, 
with their frill of external gills, glowing white in the 
murkiness of the lake. As she was watching them swim 
around, she caught some movement out of the corner 
of her eye and was lucky to see a western terrestrial 
garter snake down by the shore as it snatched a 
salamander newt and carried it into the grass nearby to 
work on posiƟ oning the awkward thing for swallowing. 
During a parƟ cularly tricky maneuver the snake was 
aƩ empƟ ng, the newt made its escape, seemingly 
unharmed, into the safety of the lake. ReƟ red RMNP 
Naturalist Kathy Brazelton commented that it has been 
a parƟ cularly good year for the paedomorphic Ɵ ger 
salamanders at Lily Lake. She is referring to the Ɵ ger 
salamanders that don’t metamorphose to terrestrial 
adults but remain aquaƟ c, with larval characterisƟ cs 
in tact, even when reproducƟ vely mature • Estes Park 
Resident Dean MarƟ nson was biking up LiƩ le Valley 
Road in Estes Park when he spoƩ ed a healthy-looking 

Estee Rivera Murdock, execuƟ ve director
Nancy Wilson, Quarterly editor
PO Box 3100
Estes Park, CO 80517
(970) 586-0108

An unlucky paedomorphic Ɵ ger salamander is 
captured by a paƟ ent garter snake at Lily Lake 
— read all about it in this issue’s Nature Notes!

Visit RMConservancy.org 
or call 970-586-0108

black bear scrounging for grubs in the woods (Photo 
above) • Conservancy PublicaƟ ons Director Nancy 
Wilson reported that house wrens made a nest in 
her paƟ o bluebird box in Estes Park, and they were 
very vocal defenders of their space as they worked 
diligently to build a cozy nest of sƟ cks for their babies 
soon to come. She noted that if a human happened 
to blunder into the wrens’ 10-foot diameter safetly 
bubble by mistake, the wrens were sure to scold with 
loud recriminaƟ ons and much fl uƩ ering of wings. 
Once the eggs hatched, the vocal chaƩ er when the 
parents brought food was prompt and intense, but 
to sit outside and watch without moving, she was 
aff orded the sight on mulƟ ple occasions of one of the  
parents exiƟ ng the nest box with a white fecal sack 
in its beak, keeping the nest clean for the hatched 
nestlings • Enjoy these days of summer for they are 
precious, and oh-so-fl eeƟ ng! 


