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As demonstrated by the mineral-rich green waters of Lake 
Haiyaha on the cover of this report, the only thing constant is 
change. Two years after the East Troublesome and Cameron Peak 
fires burned over 30,000 acres of Rocky Mountain National Park 
during a worldwide pandemic, we continue to navigate the fluid 
landscape of outdoor recreation and conservation.

In 2022, because of generous stakeholders like you, the 
Conservancy gave $4.58 million in support to Rocky Mountain 
National Park and other public lands. The Next Generation Fund 
underwrote the cost of 58,553 visitor contacts, including the 
Junior Ranger program, Title 1 school visits to Rocky, in-school 
education provided by rangers, teacher education, and distance 
learning. Educational opportunities like these foster lifelong 
learning of the natural world and create the stewards of the next 
generation.

The 2022 Rocky Mountain Conservancy Conservation Corps was 
the largest corps in its history with 49 people completing the 
program across nine crews. Over the summer, Conservation Corps 
crews dedicated 19,450 hours in service to the Arapaho and 
Roosevelt National Forests and Rocky Mountain National Park, 
including work on the Green Mountain Trail that reopened in 
2022. In total, the corps improved 309 miles of trail and removed 
invasive plant species from 55 acres of public land.

Educational outreach and trail building may be the Conservancy’s 
most visible initiatives, but there is hardly any aspect of Rocky 
and park service operations that aren’t enhanced by your support 
and the Conservancy’s philanthropy. 

For example, the Conservancy funded a new search and rescue 
Utility Terrain Vehicle (UTV) for the west side of the park (in 

addition to the AWD search & rescue van funded in 2021 
for the east side) as well as essential technical training and 
critical incident stress resources for Rocky first responders. The 
Conservancy also funded a diversity intern cohort to support 
young people from underrepresented backgrounds as they 
explore careers in outdoor recreation and conservation. 

We invested $98,000 for stabilization and engineering studies 
to preserve and restore the Shadow Mountain Fire Lookout on 
the west side, the only remaining fire lookout in Rocky. We also 
underwrote the cost of expanding tour hours and visitation, 
including providing more activities for families and children, 
at the Holzwarth Historic Site. Through the work of those in 
the Indigenous Connections program, including members of 
traditionally associated Tribes, five new visitor center exhibits 
were installed to reflect Native peoples contemporary and 
historical connection to park lands.

These highlights are just some of the work the Conservancy 
has done in the last year to fulfill its mission of promoting 
stewardship of Rocky Mountain National Park and other public 
lands through education and philanthropy. Please read on to see 
the significant contributions made last year due to your support.

Warmly,

Estee Rivera Murdock
EXECUTIVE DIRECTORA
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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$1.9 MILLION
Provided in philanthropic support to 
Rocky Mountain National Park. 

$90 THOUSAND
To assess trout populations and streams after 
2020 wild fires.
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BY THE NUMBERS PROJECTS

Kim Swift | RMNP Division Lead for 
interpretation, education, volunteers & museum 
program with an Indigenous Connections exhibit 
at the Kawuneeche Visitor Center

$60 THOUSAND
Invested in Longs Peak Trail improvements from 
Lightning Bridge to Battle Mountain Junction.

LAUNCHED DIVERSITY
INTERN COHORT
To mentor underrepresented populations in 
park management.

5 INDIGENOUS 
CONNECTIONS EXHIBITS
Installed in visitor centers across Rocky.

FUNDED
Cultural resource survey of Sun Valley.
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$135 THOUSAND
Spent on Search & Rescue.

PURCHASED
AWD Search & Rescue vehicle.
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$98 THOUSAND
Spent on Shadow Mountain Fire 
Lookout Rehabilitation.

$115 THOUSAND
To enable the acquisition of the Young-Pierce 
property which will eventually be incorporated 
within park boundaries.

ANNOTATED
Biology museum collections, including 
plants, animals, and insects.

SEARCH & RESCUE HISTORIC PRESERVATION

LAND ACQUISITION

UPDATED
Equipment for east & west sides of the park.

SUPPORTED
Technical trainings including Team Avalanche 
Response, Technical Rescue, & EMS Refreshers.

142
Search & Rescue Incidents in 2022.
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In 2022, the Conservancy moved 
Field Institute courses from a 
classroom-based model to a 
field-based model, and the Field 
Institute building was sold. After 
a two-year hiatus due to the 
pandemic, Field Institute classes 
on a wide range of topics are now 
available, including wildflowers, 
mammals, birds, cultural history, 
outdoors skills, photography, 
painting, and writing.

Field Institute buses transport 
students directly into the park, and 
the new model offers participants 
a day of personal engagement 
with talented instructors. The 
Conservancy’s Field Institute was 
started by Dr. Beatrice Willard in 
1962 and is the longest-running 
national park field institute in the 
country.

Named after Dr. Beatrice Willard 
(1925-2003), the Conservancy’s 
Field Institute started Bettie 
Courses in 2022 to empower 
women and those who identify as 
female to experience mountain 
travel and recreation with 
introductory courses on rock 
climbing, fly fishing, snowshoeing, 
winter recreation, and high-
altitude hiking. 

Dr. Willard, who went by the 
first name Bettie, was a beloved 
and respected ecologist who 
studied alpine tundra and land 
management planning in RMNP. 

Through the Next Generation 
Fund, the Rocky Mountain 
Conservancy seeks to inspire 
future environmental champions 
and stewards by securing funds 
to support educational programs 
in Rocky Mountain National Park 
and surrounding public lands, 
including:
• Conservancy Field Institute 

Programs for Youth

• Conservancy Outdoor  
Explorer Club

• RMNP Junior Ranger Program

• Heart of the Rockies 
Curriculum-Based Program

• On-sight Learning with RMNP 
Interp Rangers

• Conservation Corps

• High School Leadership Corps

• Internships & Fellowships

FIELD INSTITUTE BETTIE COURSES NEXT GENERATION
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In 2022, the Rocky Mountain 
Conservancy-Conservation Corps 
program hosted its largest ever 
Corps with 49 people completing the 
seasonal program. Nine crews worked 
across seven different project areas 
within Rocky Mountain National Park 
and Arapaho-Roosevelt National 
Forest. These crews worked on 
projects including trail maintenance, 
wildfire restoration and mitigation, 
historic preservation work at Moraine 
Park Discovery Center, erosion control 
in burn-impacted areas, removal 
of fallen trees from recreational 
resources, and more across Northern 
Colorado. Corps members came from 
23 different states and all walks of 
life to gain workforce experience and 
provide nearly 20,000 hours of service 
across this beloved landscape.

CONSERVATION CORPS ACCOMPLISHMENTS“In 2022, Rocky Mountain Conservancy grew 
the Conservation Corps program over 30%, and 
these crews accomplished more for Colorado 
public lands than any Conservancy Corps prior.”
— Ian Stafford | Director of Policy & Stewardship

309
MILES OF TRAILS

55
ACRES CLEARED

35+
SIGNS

1064
TREES

139
PILES

463
FEET OF ROCK WALL

LARGEST
CORPS GROUP

12
BRIDGES

19,450
HOURS

GREEN MOUNTAIN
TRAIL

improved of invasive 
species

cleared from 
trails

built for prescribed 
fire fuels reduction

constructed

in history

constructed

of service dedicated to public lands, 
conservation, and restoration

reopened to hikers

installed
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ASSETS
       Cash and Equivalents   9,953,884     8,781,787  
     Investments   10,798,901     13,353,042  
     Accounts Receivable   69,525    44,210  
     Contributions Receivable   431,659    474,724  
     Prepaid Expenses   105,064    71,272  
     Inventory   1,425,304    892,072  
     Land Held for Donation   -    500,000  
     Property and Equipment   1,193,591    771,705  
TOTAL ASSETS   23,977,928    24,888,812  

LIABILITIES
     Accounts Payable   401,780    286,599  
     Accrued Aid Payable   599,058    508,940  
     Accrued Expenses Payable   220,497    192,561  
     Deferred Revenue   -     -   
     Notes Payable   -      -    
     Custodial Funds  7,928  7,928 
TOTAL LIABILITIES  1,229,263   996,028  

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted:
     Operating   4,331,705    3,989,671  
Designated:
     Operating Reserves   600,000   700,000 
     Rocky Terraces   3,008,138    -  
     Quasi-Endowments   8,416,345    10,561,063  
     RMNP Funds   3,409,997    4,756,535  
 Temporarily Restricted   2,624,074    3,539,242  
 Permanently Restricted   358,406    346,272  
TOTAL NET ASSETS   22,748,665    23,892,783  

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS   23,977,928   24,888,812 

2022 2021As of December 31, 2022
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ASSETS & LIABILITIESBY THE NUMBERS
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Constituency Building

Other Public Lands

Youth, Education, and Outreach

Rocky Mountain Conservancy 
Conservation Corps

2022 
Support to

Rocky Mountain
National Park  

& Other Public Lands

 $4,580,555 
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$100,000+
Anonymous
Roger Pierce
National Park Foundation

$50,000 – 99,999 
Richard E. Hoffman, M.D.
Emily Young
Estelle Young
Eva Young
Louise Young
Fidelity Charitable

$25,000 – 49,999 
Anonymous 
Lynne and John Geweke
Elizabeth Grant
Monty and Frank Kugeler
J. Warren Clinton Living Trust
USDA Forest Service

$10,000 – 24,999
Carol and Ron Anderson-Lehman
The Benevity Community   
Impact Fund
L. Fern Blaue
Karla Henderson

Adult Northern Pygmy Owl | Scott Rashid

For a complete list go to: www.RMConservancy.org/2022-donors

Ellen and Robert Hostetler
Kim Kanas
Carol Ann and Alan Olson
Michael and Maureen Parks
Nancy Shanks
Jane Stotts
Milt and Barb Tokunaga
Jennifer and Charlie Wood
Carolyn Zeisset and Dr. Ray Zeisset
Athletic Brewing Company, LLC
Daniel S. Chillemi   
Charitable Foundation
Discovery Lodge Inc.
Justine and Leslie Bailey   
Charitable Trust

$5,000 – 9,999
The Armstrong Family Foundation 
Dawayna and Tim Aulick
Julie and Mike Betik
Bob and Sandy Biebel
Coral and Richard Bishop
Marlene and Walter Borneman
Donna and Judson Brown
Joyce and Mark Fleming
Alan Folz

Rhondda Grant
Hallidie and Donald Haid
Dr. Taru Hays and   
Dr. William Hays
Harlan Horst and Amy Woods
Hannah Huse
Sue Jackson
Richard Kisley
D. Paul and Linda La Montagne
Mary and Charles Miller
Kennedy Mitchell
Anita and William Ondr
Paul and Kay Passmore
Carol and Franz Peterson
Joseph and Susan Pichler
Janet Robertson
George and Mary Sissel
Robert and   
Deborah Stephenson
Kathleen Winder
Sharon and Clark Winslow
Colorado Gives: Community 
First Foundation
Hintz Targeted Marketing, LLC
Naktenis Family Foundation
Parks Project, LLC
Rotary Club of Estes Park
Clyde Donald Seedle Estate
Skratch Labs
Vanguard Charitable
Village Thrift Shop

$2,500 – 4,999
Richard and Sarah Amos
Virginia Arter and Karen Kelsey
Charles and   
Gretchen Bartberger
Kim Benson and Allen Staver
Marcus Cole
Katherine Dines and  
David Miller
Robert and Mary Farmer
William and Sharon Farr
Grace Franklin
Andrew and Eleanor Grant
Gertrude Grant
Martin and Julie Harrington
Susan K. Harris
Thomas and Kathryn Hornbein
James and Deborah Horst
Laird and Carol Ingham
Dawn Kaback
Jan and Larry Kilgore
Alesa and Bill Locklear
Stephen Massad and  
Laura Devitt
The Graham Edwin and Sharon 
Janosik Mitchell Foundation
Rockie and Susan Mosier
James and Diane Murphy
Frank and Betty Ottesen
Amy and Todd Plummer
Anne Rogers

Joan Sessel
Denise Shank
Steve Simon
Tracy and Rudolph Spano
Don and Chris Steger
Joel Tjornehoj
Carol and Steve Watson
Joan Winstein
Images of RMNP
Live West Realty
New Belgium Brewing Co.
Smartwool Corporation
Wild Tribute

$1,000 – 2,499
Beth Abbott
Heidi Albrecht
Mark and Lorinda Anderson
Vaughn Baker
P. S. and Lakshmi 
Balasubramanian
George and Carolyn Banks
Stacey Barfield-Harrington
Rose Marie and J.D. Benisek
Molly Bockmann
Susan and Kenneth Brunk
Michelle Bruno
Curt Buchholtz
Marda Buchholz
Jeremy Burmeister
Lauren and R.W. Cameron
Everett Carlson

Don and Carole Cheley
Kathi and Christopher Child
William Childers
Randy and Nina Cleveland
Adam Coates
Barry Collen
The Community Foundation 
Boulder County
Brian Conde
Michael Conley and  
Susan Steele
Kathleen Conway
Robert and Kimberly Copple
Richard Cross
Leslie and Robert Cutler
Clark Cyr
Veeraya Dandavati
Lisa and Jeff Davis
Tim and Jane Davis
The De Gregorio Fund for 
Conservation Education
Stephen and Susan Dowdy
Zach Ducharme
Steven and Tanya Dutro
Joan Eaton
Dale and Melinda Egeberg
Bruce and Lois Ellingwood
Laura Endicott
Carolyn Ennis
Kathleen and Gary Falk
Tom and Jill Farber

OUR DONORS
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Paul and Cynthia Farkas
Melinda Mayo Finley
Brian Flansburg
Deborah Friedman
Howard Fry
L. C. Fulenwider III
Diane and John Fusaro
Susan Gapter Dority and  
Tom Dority
John and Carolann Gerhard
Lucille Glassman
Paul Gomez
Mike and Vicki Graft
Patrick and Carla Grant
Charles and Linda Griffin
John Grove
Angela Grumbach
Tasha and Tony Heatherton
Roberta Heisterkamp
Kathy and Dallas Heltzell
Marilyn Herrmann
Charles and Janet Hooper
William Hope
Dr. James Irvine
Nancy James
Cynthia and John Johnson
Richard K. Johnson
Kay I. Johnson
Elaine Karns
Robert L. and Lynne Kendig
Dave and Sandy Kielsmeier

Roger and   
Mary Lou Klinkhammer
Charles and Laurel Krider
Patricia L. Kroesen
Mary Lamy
Jake Larson
Ann Lederer and   
Robert Hickler
Allegra and Jim Lueck
Marcia and Charles Mabry
Wendy Macias
Anita and Jim Mapes
Roy and Bonnie Marlow
Paul and Linda Mauro
Heather Mayes
Joel and Barbara Mayo
Muffy and Mike McLanahan
P. Kent McLaughlin and  
Joan Kram
Ruth E. Medak
Paula and Frank Megorden
K C and Regine Méricle
Kevin Messerschmidt and 
Denise Jurgens
Penny and Terrell Miller
Pat and Marty Moore
Mark and Janette Morgan
Rebecca and Jack Morgan
Carol Mouché and  
Barbara Pollock
Blake Mueller
Linda and Henry Neuman

Diane Noel
Vicki and Ricky Papineau
Robert and Ann Parsons
Claudine Perrault
Dr. James H. Pickering and  
Pat Pickering
Pamela Prairie
James and Faye Pruett
Terry and Jean Quinn
Lori Rapp
Katherine Reid
Alexandra Reid
Paul Rekow and   
Stephanie Johnson
Sharon E. Rice
Marlys and Philip Robertson
Christopher and   
Elizabeth Rollinson
Melvin and Gray Rueppel
Richard and Karen Sandberg
David Schlendorf
William and Carol Schuster
John Seeck
Emmy Shanley
Stuart and Elizabeth Smith
Harold Sponsler
Margaret Stockover
William and Mary Kay Stoehr
Stephen M. Strachan
Christopher and Caroline Stull
Laura Summers

Phyllis Sunins
William Sweet
Donald and Susan Trentel
Michael and Mary Trueblood
Sean Tucker
Ronald and Marilyn Tuttle
Carole K. Tuttle
Deborah Tyler
Richard and Roberta Ufford
Ellen and John VanDyk
John and Evelyn Vittone
Mark and Jodi Voyles
Marsha Weaver
Jeff Wehrwein
Jeannie and Bardwell Wiggins
Chip and Julie Wood
Katherine and Mark Young
Anheuser-Busch
Capital Group Companies 
Charitable Foundation
Charities Aid Foundation   
of America
Delaware County Foundation
Evans-Phillips Family 
Charitable Fund #3
Google Matching Gifts 
Program
Grant Family Fund
Kind Coffee
Marino Family Foundation
Mollie Mitchell and  
John Wilson Foundation

Shell Employee   
Giving Program
Three Saints Revival

$500 – 999
Leslie and Neil Alexander
Carol and David Anderson
Doug and Karen Angevine
Geoffrey Ashby and  
Samantha Uriguen-Ashby
Edwin A. Austin
Karla Bachman
Dennis and Barbara Baldwin
Sandra Basanavage
Wayne Bassett
Edward and Margaret Bates
Lynn and Phillip Beedle
Greg and Rebecca Berenfield
Christian Berry
Ron and Kelley Beuchat
Roger and Joyce Bibens
Catherine Black
Buster and Sandra Boatman
Linda Bourgeois-Williams
William Boyington
Barb and Philip Brandhuber
Barry Brezan and Carlen Schenk
Elizabeth Brophy
Gary and Kelly Brown
Amy and Jason Brown
Kathy and Donald Bryson
Kerry and Emi Buck
Doris Burd

Timothy Burke
William Carle
Jim Cece
Ross Cecil
Judy Chung
Margaret Clark Golden
Michael and Shelley Clayton
Jennifer and Bryan Cooke
Peter Cooper
Arlene and Barry Corey
John Cullen
Peg Dana
Jeffrey Dansereau
Emily Darden
Brian David
Ken and Corlyss Delashaw
Lynn and Tim Dennis
Barbara J. Dowd
William P. Jr and   
Stephanie Z. Edwards
Jed and Paula Eide
Steve and   
Elizabeth Emmett-Mattox
Terry Endres
Janice H. Eplett
Rich and Sheri Fedorchak
Gwyn E. Fields
Michelle Finkelstein
Daniel and Tara Flynn
David and Elizabeth Foster
Eric Froehlich
Eleise Garrett
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Karen Ruth Gerth
Kathy Gibson
Lia Gore and Frank Haluska
Marcia Greenblatt and   
Bob Kovacs
Brian and Margaret Greene
Colleen Greer and Deb Peterson
Robert and   
Mary Ann Gudmundson
Cheryl Gummere
Patti and Tom Gustafson
Thomas and Karen Guter
Collin and Natalie Hahn
Lorilynn and Thomas Hahn
Timothy and Wendy Haight
Richard and Nancy Haines
Nicholas Haizel
Madeline Hall
Charles Hallden
Patty Hawkins
Rick and Jane Hays
Pamella Herbert
Jacquelyn Hertel
Richard and Betty Herzfeldt
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Hickey
Laura and Donald Hillger
V. Lynn Hogben and James Beck
John and Karen Hopkins
Susan Hughes
Beth Jenkins
Kate and Michael Jenulis
Pamela Johnson

Christine Kachinsky
James Kaiser
Stephen and Jeanne Kaplan
Nancy Kappler-Foster and   
Ken Foster
Milan Karspeck and  
Mardie McCreary
James Kashevos
Michael Kedda
Brian Kemp
Michael King
Jared and Kristi Klein
Beth Knickerbocker
Deborah and Mike Kocsis
Wayne Kosek
Kelly and Eric Krause
Eugene and Cynthia Krueger
Patrick and Katie Lacz
Beth Larson
Paul and Joan Lavell
Michael and Earleen Ligotke
Clay and Rebecca Lindwall
Anthony Lipp
Liz Lucke
Madelyn Madsen
Martín Magana
Kenneth Martin
Martha L. Maxwell
Hugh and Cathey McDermott
Michael McGettigan
Kyle Mealey
Peter and Jane Mellers

Kurt Menning and   
Keiko McKibben
Jennifer and James Mieras
Sherrie and Ron Miller
George D. Miller
John and Karen Mize
Jim and Sheila Murray
Valerie and David Myers
Terry and Catherine Nance
Edward and Sara Naureckas
Steven Nayowith
Judith and James Nelson
Nancy and Fred Nemacheck
Lynne Niemeyer
Daniel and Nikki Olsen
Steve Olson
Joyce Osborn
Derk and Marjorie Osenberg
Mark and Scott Ottesen
Shelly Pace
Christopher and Linda Paris
Lisa Payne
Caroline Perkins
Mary Jocelyn Perry and  
Daniel Samelson
The Peterson Charitable  
Lead Trust
James and Terry Pfister
Cason and Rachel Pierce
Scott Piette
Marlys and Lyle Polson
Paul Pryzant and Victoria Blanks
Glenn and Cora Randall

Coleen Reedy
Ronald L. Reeve
Nancy and Frank Reilly
Hike Rocky Magazine
Mary Sauerborn
Mr. James D. Schroering and  
Dr. Wendy M. Illick
Audrey Schupp
Michael Scott
Joanne Sellar
Darla Sidles and Mark Collins
Steven and Anna Siegel
Betty and Richard Simms
Kenneth and Susan Slack
Tara Smith and Pat McSwiggen
Abigail Sperry
Scott and Jeanne Spreier
Thomas and Linda Stanar
Kath Stanley
Barry Stein
Sandy and Rick Stewart
Kevin and Janice Stout
Suzanne Swanson
Peggy L. Themar
Andrew and Margaret Theodos
Dr. Nancy P. Thomas
Judith Thompson
Charles and   
Margaret Thornburg
Rick and Andra Trippel
Linda and Kermit Trout
Jan Tuckerman

Susan Turman
Simon and Ann Turner
Anne Tweed
Sherri Valentine and  
Cliff Moore
Barbara Van Horne
John Vanier
Cynthia and Harold Walker
Thomas and Judy Ward
Jennifer Warner
Carol Warner
Thomas Wedell
Alexander Weiss and  
Susan Rowley
Tim Welch
Cara and Eric Welch
Charles and Constance 
Wetterer
EJ Whelan
Daniel and Joy Wilhelm
PJ and Jeanne Williams
Heather Wittrock
Karl Yambert
Toni and David Yarnell
AmazonSmile Foundation
Ball Dynamics  
International, Inc.
Bank of America   
Matching Gift Program
Facebook Payments Inc.
Guidewire
HomeLight Inc.

Johnson & Johnson Family   
of Companies
North Drinkware
Salesforce
Scheels
Slattery Cousins Reunion
Terry J. and Susan K. Hanson 
Foundation
The Wildland   
Trekking Company
Thrivent Charitable  
Impact & Investing
Webstop.com
Workday Inc.

Thank you to ALL 
our donors!
For a complete list go to: 
www.RMConservancy.
org/2022donors
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Rocky Mountain Conservancy Board of Directors

Founded in 1931, the Rocky Mountain Conservancy is a 
vibrant, growing organization with an active core membership 
community and more than 16,000 contributors, including 
individuals, corporations, local businesses, and foundations. 
The Conservancy’s primary mission is to protect and conserve 
Rocky Mountain National Park through education programs, 
the Next Generation Fund, Search and Rescue support, 
historic preservation, funding critical research and habitat 
restoration, and more. Through unique hands-on learning 
experience, the Conservancy provides children’s and youth 
programming in RMNP to create the next generation of park 
stewards and public lands advocates. We also work with the 
Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management partner 
agencies to provide educational services and support through 
on-site education retail sales. With support from thousands of 
members and donors, the Conservancy has raised more than 
$35 million and completed more than 50 significant projects. 
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The Rocky Mountain Conservancy promotes stewardship 
of Rocky Mountain National Park and similar lands through 
education and philanthropy.

WHO WE ARE

OUR MISSION
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Nature. Pass it on.

RMConservancy.org   |   (970) 586-0108


